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If you donôt have time to read this monthôs 

issue of Naturalist News, click the box below 

to stream our newsletter in audio format, 

featuring the voice of Teri Schnaubelt.  

 
 

On the Cover:  
Neon skimmer 

(Libellula croceipennis) 

by Bryan Lewis 

Inornate pyrausta moth (Pyrausta inornatalis) 

by Emily Markel, 2026 trainee 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/stream-naturalist-news/id1737022625
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August Chapter Meeting and Presentation 
Thursday, August 20th, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse  Å  3rd Floor Conference Room 

1 Courthouse Drive  Å  Denton 
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings  

 

Presentation: 

Green Stormwater Infrastructure: 

Design, Performance and 

Maintenance 

By: Dr. Fouad Jaber 

Professor and Water Resources Extension Specialist 

Texas A&M AgriLife Research and Extension Center 

at Dallas  

Urbanization is reshaping the health of rivers, streams and 

lakes in every community. Join Dr. Fouad Jaber, an expert 

in hydrology management, as he shares nature-based 

strategies for reducing these impacts at residential and 

larger scales. He will also present findings from a green 

stormwater infrastructure study done at the Dallas AgriLife 

center and discuss maintenance considerations.  

Dr. Jaber is a professor and extension specialist in integrated 

water resources management at the Texas A&M AgriLife 

Research and Extension Center at Dallas. A professional 

engineer in Texas, his research and programs in green 

stormwater infrastructure, nature-based systems, stream 

restoration and climate change resiliency have received over 

$3 million in funding. His work is published in scientific 

journals, conference papers, extension publications and 

government reports.  

Dr. Jaberôs contributions have been honored with awards from 

the American Society of Agricultural and Biological 

Engineering and the American Society for Horticultural 

Sciences. He earned a Ph.D. in agricultural and biological 

engineering from Purdue University and a masterôs degree in 

irrigation and bachelorôs degree in agricultural and biological 

engineering from the American University of Beirut.  

Photo by  Fouad Jaber  

https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=Bsf474wAAAAJ
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September Chapter Meeting and Presentation 
Thursday, September 17th, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse  Å  3rd Floor Conference Room 

1 Courthouse Drive  Å  Denton 
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings  

 

Presentation: 

 

Hidden Partners: The Role of Fungi in Plant Growth  
By: Bob Richie 

Urban Forager 

TMN - North Texas Chapter  

This presentation will explore the symbiotic relationship between plants and fungi. We will look at 

how this relationship was created and how both sides benefit. We will also explore what that means 

to us, as humans, living on planet Earth.  

Bob Richie is a Dallas native who has raised almost every insect, mammal, reptile, plant and fungus 

that can be kept legally, and some that cannot. He likes birds, bugs, plants, fish, fungus, herps, 

hiking, canoeing, kayaking, fly fishing, anthropology, archaeology and more. An amateur naturalist 

from an early age, Bob has spent much of his life outdoors.  

As an urban forager, Bob teaches classes about edible and medicinal native plants and regularly 

appears on spring schedules at local nature preserves, parks and environmental centers.  

Bob is a certified Texas 

Master Naturalist, a past 

president of the Trinity 

Valley Beekeepers 

Association, and a past 

board member of the 

North Texas Mycological 

Association. He is the 

father of two grown 

children, an avid bicycle 

rider and commuter, and 

a registered yoga 

instructor.  
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Awards and Recognition 
July 2026  
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   2026 Recertifications  
Adelaide Bodnar   Class of 2007 

Bonnie Hardy    Class of 2024 

Alice Mankoff     Class of 2016 

Brenda Martin    Class of 2023 

Clay Thurmond   Class of 2016 

Allen York      Class of 2017 

1500 Hour Milestone  
Barbara Beane   Class of 2018 

 

Initial Certifications  
Noel Perez II    Class of 2025 

Diana Slavinsky   Class of 2025 

 250 Hour Milestone  
Jim Kennedy   Class of 2024 
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Congratulations 
everyone! 

 

 

Leonard Chochrek Class of 2019 

4000 Hour Milestone  4000 Hour Milestone  

 

 

Betty Zajac  Class of 2003 
 

7000 Hour Milestone  7000 Hour Milestone  
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Redwhisker clammyweed (Polanisia dodecandra), by Cindy Jones 



ф 

 

 

August 2026    Naturalist News  

ф 

Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

http://tx.ag/2026habitatathome 

http://tx.ag/2026habitatathome
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Advanced Training  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

őƣƣƓƚаооƽƽƽЮũũĲũċЮŸƖŊоƻŔƚŔƣоũũĲũċ-ĲƻĲŰƣƚ-ĦċũĲŰĬċƖ 
[ŸƖШ ÑШĲŰƣĲƖШƨŰĬĲƖШ ÑаШ7ċƣШÂƖŸŢĲĦƣШ ĦŸƨƚƣŔĦШ~ŸŰŔƣŸƖŔŰŊШыŉŸƖШůĲůĤĲƖƚШƽőŸШċƖĲШƓċƖƣŔĦŔƓċƣŔŰŊШŔŰШƣőĲШĤċƣШƽċũťь 
[ŸƖШÉĲƖƻŔĦĲШĲŰƣĲƖШƨŰĬĲƖШ[ÅаШ7ċƣШÂƖŸŢĲĦƣШ ĦŸƨƚƣŔĦШ~ŸŰŔƣŸƖŔŰŊШыŉŸƖШůĲůĤĲƖƚШƽőŸШċƚƚŔƚƣШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШĤċƣШƽċũťьШ 
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Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

bÅþóćì §ÅÑāóćì PćĩÞĞěĞÞĩóĹÞ 
ºÞØćÞĢØÅļ˓ ~ÞěĩÞĆÑÞĞ ʾćØ 
˅˒ʼʼ Å˘Ć˘˦ʽʼ˒ʼʼ Å˘Ć˘ 
]čĢĩ wóćÞĢ !ĆěñóĩñÞÅĩÞĞ 

PĢāÞ 4ĭ -čóĢ «ćóĩ čë zÅļ zčÑÞĞĩĢ ]ÅþÞ ~ĩÅĩÞ wÅĞþ 
ʽʼʼ w º ˀʽʿ˃˓ wóāčĩ wčóćĩ˓ §ÞĻÅĢ 

 
Join Ranger Mindy Shumate to learn how to make connections 
during your outreach tabling, making it more than a "show-and-
tell" presentation. You will learn techniques of interpretation that 
apply to any outreach encounter. 
 
This advanced training is designed for members and initial 
trainees who actively participate in outreach or host at the Elm 
Fork Chapter's annual project showcase. Please bring any 
materials you need to take notes. 

 
Sign up here: Making Tabling Interpretive 

 
Master Naturalists and Master Gardeners will not be charged to enter the park. 

 

 

September 30, 2026 

6:30 p.m. 

Perot Museum of 

Nature and Science  

 

 

 

 
Fifty years after the startling discovery that monarch butterflies spend winters in the forests of Mexico, 

photographer and National Geographic Explorer Jaime Rojo reveals this winged wonder of the insect 

world in new ways with never-before-seen visuals. Tag along with conservationists and citizen scientists 

who are helping this species avoid catastrophic threats, all through Jaimeôs beautiful photos and videos.  

This is third part of the National Geographic Live Speaker Series being offered at the Perot Museum in 

2026, which is applicable to our geographic area. There is a fee to attend. Registration can be found on 

the website link: National Geographic Live: Jaime Rojo ð Perot Museum of Nature and Science  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090444AEAA2CA7FC1-64757640-making#/
https://ticketing.perotmuseum.org/events/0199ab9b-5f66-c2a3-5841-1e28f1d9ff75?_gl=1%2a3cnf0r%2a_gcl_au%2aMTY3ODA4Mzg3NS4xNzg2NDY2NDk1%2a_ga%2aMTEzODE3Njc3My4xNzc4NjAxMzgw%2a_ga_D0K50YZ8RV%2aczE3ODY0NzIyMDckbzUkZzEkdDE3ODY0NzI2NDYkajYwJGwwJGg1NDY3MzQzNzg.
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Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

sĲƖĲůǃЮìċǃŰĲЮéŸƚƚеЮcŸƖƣŔĦƨũƣƨƖŔƚƣеЮƽŔũũЮĬŔƚĦƨƚƚЮƣőĲЮĬĲŉŔŰŔƣŔŸŰЮŸŉЮĲƖŸƚŔŸŰеЮŔĬĲŰƣŔŉǃŔŰŊЮ
ƚŔŊŰƚЮŸŉЮĲƖŸƚŔŸŰеЮċƚƚĲƚƚŔŰŊЮƣőĲЮƚĲƻĲƖŔƣǃеЮċŰĬЮŰċƣƨƖċũЮċŰĬЮƚƣƖƨĦƣƨƖċũЮ
ƚŸũƨƣŔŸŰƚдЮÑőŔƚЮƽŸƖťƚőŸƓЮŔƚЮƣċŔũŸƖĲĬЮƣŸЮƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣŔċũЮőŸůĲŸƽŰĲƖƚеЮĤƨƣЮƣőĲЮ
ƓƖĲƚĲŰƣĲƖЮĦċŰЮĬŔƚĦƨƚƚЮƽċǃƚЮƣŸЮƓƖĲƻĲŰƣЮŸƖЮƚũŸƽЮĲƖŸƚŔŸŰЮŔŰЮŰċƣƨƖċũЮċƖĲċƚдЮ 

ÑőŔƚШŉċůŔũǃ-ŉƖŔĲŰĬũǃШĲƻĲŰƣШŔƚШŸƓĲŰШƣŸШċũũШċŊĲƚЯШċŰĬШċĬůŔƚƚŔŸŰШŔƚШŉƖĲĲЮШ 
ÅĲŊŔƚƣƖċƣŔŸŰШŔƚШƖĲƕƨŔƖĲĬЮШÅĲƚĲƖƻĲШǃŸƨƖШƚƓŸƣШƣŸĬċǃа 

őƣƣƓƚаооƣǂ-ĦŸƖŔŰƣőЮĦŔƻŔĦƓũƨƚЮĦŸůоΟΡΜΝоEƖŸƚŔŸŰ-9ŸŰƣƖŸũ-ŉŸƖ-òŸƨƖ-xċƽŰШ 

Volunteer Opportunities  

5C² ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ /ƻŀƭƛǝƻƴ  

xŸŸťŔŰŊЮŉŸƖЮéŸũƨŰƣĲĲƖƚ 

иШéŸũƨŰƣĲĲƖШŉŸƖШċШƣƽŸ-ШŸƖШƣőƖĲĲ-őŸƨƖШƚőŔŉƣ 

иШ§ŰĦĲШċШƽĲĲťШŉƖŸůШǃŸƨƖШőŸůĲ 

иШÉŔǂШőŸƨƖƚШŸŉШŸŰũŔŰĲШƣƖċŔŰŔŰŊ 

fŉШŔŰƣĲƖĲƚƣĲĬШŸƖШŉŸƖШůŸƖĲШŔŰŉŸƖůċƣŔŸŰЯШĦŸŰƣċĦƣШ7ĲƣőШ7ċƖŊċƖШŸƖШ
ŰĬƖĲċШ?ŔǂŸŰШƣőƖŸƨŊőШƣőĲШ~ĲůĤĲƖƚőŔƓШ?ŔƖĲĦƣŸƖǃЮШШШШШ 

https://webmail.centurylink.net/app/Utilities/gateway_url.asp?umsgid=%7B34a8620c-6428-4948-990f-92e9f6fdf803%7D&uurl=https%3A//tx-corinth.civicplus.com/3501/Erosion-Control-for-Your-Lawn
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Inside Outside News 
Volunteer Opportunities  

Greenbelt General Maintenance 

and Natural Resource Volunteers Needed 

The staff of the Greenbelt Unit of Ray Roberts Lake State Park serve as the management team 

for the Greenbelt and the natural resource team for the Ray Roberts complex. We are looking 

for general maintenance and natural resource volunteers to assist us in maintaining the 

greenbelt and conserving the natural resources of the area. 

General maintenance volunteers have multiple service opportunities based on their areas of 

interest and the parkôs operational needs. Opportunities include but are not limited to a variety 

of maintenance tasks, special projects, and customer-related service. 

Natural resource volunteer projects could include bluebird box monitoring, firebreak 

preparation, invasive species management & habitat restoration. 

This opportunity is available year-round and provides a flexible schedule. No minimum hours 

per week are required. Campsites are not included. 

Please contact Greenbelt Manager Matthew Moore at matthew.moore@tpwd.texas.gov for 

more information. 

Minimum age of volunteers: 16 (if under 18, volunteer will need to print a parental release form 

and bring a completed copy to the park). Criminal background check is required for non-TMN 

members. 

PO60212: RM Ray Roberts Lake, Bluebird nest box monitoring would be PO60212: FR 
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Inside Outside News 
Volunteer and AT Opportunities  

Summer is in full swing at Ray Roberts Lake State Park and 

the Johnson Branch Nature Center.  We are really needing 

volunteers to host at the nature center during the week. If we 

are not there, our beautiful nature center canôt be utilized by 

the public. It is a great place for young and old to get in touch 

with nature. I will also add it is one of the few climate- 

controlled projects TMN-EFC has. Please sign up through the 

chapterôs calendar on SignUpGenius. 

Also, Ranger Celia is looking for volunteers who would like to 

hold other events at the center or in the park. This is from 

Celia: ñFor summer programs, I am always looking for an 

extra set of hands as well. I spoke to Lin Hampton while she 

was here this past Saturday about hosting watercolors at JB 

in July. I would like to have others come out and host 

programs, like for a bioblitz or naturalist talk. I would like to 

add more options especially for our early risers.ò 

If you would like to host a program or talk please contact 

Celia at (940) 783-6793 or through her 

email: Celia.Flores@tpwd.texas.gov 

Ray Roberts Lake 

State Park, 

Johnson Branch 

Nature Center 

Be sure to check Plan Your Week 

and the Elm Fork Chapter Website and Calendar 

for More AT and Volunteer Opportunities! 

mailto:Celia.Flores@tpwd.texas.gov
https://txmn.org/elmfork/
https://txmn.org/elmfork/calendar/
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Make some tracks to LLELA!  Most wildlife at LLELA is nocturnal and is 

never seen by visitors or even volunteers, but they leave clues they 

have been there!  There are clues like scat, tree markings, leaf trails, 

and leaf chewing, but the best are the tracks!  Especially after it has 

rained! The best track trail is the Redbud Trail. The base has a sandy 

soil since it is close to the river. The beginning of the west entrance of 

the Blackjack Trail and the left side of 

Cottonwood Trail can also produce good tracks.  

Most tracks left behind are the whitetail deer.  

They are also the most recognizable. Even the 

toddlers can spot and I.D. them! Next are the 

raccoon and opossum tracks to discover. During 

summer camp, we have a track and scat day. The 

campers are provided with track I.D. keychains, 

and we walk the trails looking for tracks and then 

study them and make an I.D. Is that a coyote 

track or a bobcat track?  We also let campers 

make their own plaster track to take home.  

There is a sand tray in the visitor center to 

make imprints of tracks. Tracks are just fun for 

all ages.  

Take a hike on the Redbud Trail and look for 

the clues. As a good master naturalist knows, leave 

nothing but footprints on the trails as you discover 

wild things at LLELA.   

 

 

 

Wild About LLELA  
Sue Yost, Class of 2017  

Photo credit: Sue Yost 


