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Announcements

Check out Podcuit #25 featuring Brenda Martin and
Susan Richmond sharing about Texas Master

S

The Texas Master Naturalist

program is a partnership between The Texas A&M AgriLife

TEXAS
PARKS &
WILDLIFE

TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST
2026 ANNUAL MEETING
WACO €

Thureday, October 22nd thru
Sunday, October 25th

Extension Service is an equal

EXAS AGM opportunity employer and
EXTENSION program provider.

Texag Magter Naturaliet-
Elm Fork Chapter

Scholarships Allocated

15 Memberg @ $l100
[ Certified Member @ $500
[ Initial Trainee @ $500

Certified Members Submisgion Period
June [9th through 26th

[nitial Trainees Submiggion Period
fo be determined

Submiggione will be via a form
on our Chapter Website

July

2026
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings

July Chapter Meeting and Pre

Thursday, July 16th, 9:00 a.m. to 12
Denton County Southwest Courthousce
6200 Canyon Falls Drive & FI ower

This ®&o®RPrlksentati on:

How to Build a Park: Pal o Pinto

By: Kate Fisher
Park I nterpreter | Par k Ranger
Pal o Pinto Mountains State Park

Originally purchased in 2011, Palo Pinto Mountalins

But what goes into building a park? Come and hear f

outdoor recreation opportunities for Texans whil e &

skies to protecting historic waterways, this park v
Kate Fisher is a native Texan, bor n
Despite |Iimited access to the outdoo
for animals and the natur al environm
age. This quicklgpeburdegasstonafadeep
wildlife and wild spaces, which took
University to study wildlife biology
Engineers and Abilene State Park, K a

interpretation to share the wonders
brought her t o Pal oo

Pinto Mount a
Par k, which
hal f way bet
maj or metr op
areas of Tex

Kate is so excited to be a
di scover the great &o uttedaocohri
someone the history of thef
new skill, or helping to c @ ;- )
experience, Kate strives t Sl . #hddolor s
others the same way & hata z { B
that is memorable and wel ci&

s
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings

August Chapter Meeting and Pr

Thursday, August 20th, 9:00 a.m. to
Denton County AdminiASrdafiverCc€onfkekoesee R
1 CourthdbDeatBn, TX 76208

AugdstPresentation:

Green Stor mwater
Design, Perfor marm
Mai ntenance

By: Dr. Fouad Jaber Al . ! - -
Professor and Water Res o0 uU=t=IiSEe ; prslE=peci a

Texas A&M AgriLife Resear Cent
at Dall as :
Urbanization is reshaping t s, st
|l akes in every community. J rf, an
in hydrology managemedtaseds§g
strategies for reducing thektg dent i
| arger scales. He will alsof wfrom
stormwater infrastructure s EESESR ,“j@allas
and discuss maintenance Co0nNn LNl R

Dr. Jasbear professor and extension s

water resources management at t he
Research and Extension Center at D

engineer in Texas, his research an
stormwater infrasdedcdywustee mar,at utrree
restoration and climate change res
$3 million in fpuwnbdiinsgh.esdeli enwwdf keci s
journals, conference papers, eXten

government reports.

Dr. ®alkemtri butions have been |h
the American Society of Agricul
Engineering and the American S
Sciences. He earned a Ph.D. i n
engineering from Purdu®& degwvee
irrigation&dadegbaehéeéhomagricul't

engineering from the American



https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=Bsf474wAAAAJ
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Awards and Recognition

June 2026
Initial Certifications
Jenni fer Lane Cl ass of N

2026 Recertifications
Robert Bl ake Class of 2024
Sherry Brott Class of 2025
Bi | | Col eman Class of 2013
Sarah DelLeon Class of 2025
Mi chael Hat ch Cl ass of
Rob Hul I Cl ass of
Cindy Jones Cl ass of G
Tom Kirwan Class of RS
Angie Lindsey Class of \@mwmy
Amy Montgomery Class of 2023
Cynthia Pierce Class of 2024
Jami e Reneau Class of 2022
Sue Ridnour Class of 2024
Roxann Strout Class of 202
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Awards and Recognition

June 2026

1000 Hour Milestone

Marty Newman Class of 0
. 1500 Hour Milestone

Clingman Cl ass of 7
Amy Crook Cl ass 0
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Field Notes in Focus
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Inside Outside News
Advanced Training

niring Moths Talk

U@g ig.m. to 11:00 a.m ,L/
\ Sat-urday 5@0 I8* ‘

imy - PRETEEr

'.

Blodwersnty Educ lon Center at

WWW. Cop BIODIVERSITV
0 di vEedrusciat€ye mine r .

Celebrate the beginning oR6Natt o
Bi odiversity Education Center at
Ebright with the North Texas Cha
|l ead us for a |lively conversatio

and discover how we can help mot
C ome.



https://www.coppelltx.gov/401/Biodiversity-Education-Center
https://www.coppelltx.gov/401/Biodiversity-Education-Center
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Inside Outside News
Advanced Training

HABITAT .

¥ ATExas AM
AGR]LIFE
EXTENSION )

August 21 2026 8am-3pm

»AHOME
Denton County Extension Office

611 Kimberly Dr Managing tr.le l:amd you have with
Denton, TX 76208 : the wildlife you want

$35 - Early gistration (ends 7/21/26) What is Habitat at Home?

$45 - Regular Registration This workshop guides landowners
Lunch and all course materials included through managing wildlife habitat on

with registration your land - regardless of acreage.
PA)gram Agenda From home pollinator gardens to
white-tailed deer management, this
6-8:30am Registration series focuses on identifying the
8:30-9am Welcome & Introduction to Wildlife right wildlife species for your
Management property, building a wildlife

5 Land Resource Inventory and Habitat i i
9-10am Sultabllity Assesament management plan, & mT.egratmg
your land-use goals with your
10-10:15am Break wildlife management.

Species at Scales: What Wildlife Can Register Online

ou Manage on Your Size Property?

Managing Wildlife Habitat Within Land-
Use Restrictions

10:15-11am

11-11:45am

11:45-12:15pm| Lunch (provided with registration)

A5 Choosing Scale-Appropriate Wildlife
— Ll NFanagement Practices

1-2:30 Building Wildlife M t PL .
ER ke e R http://tx.aqg/l2026habi

For questions about the program or
sponsorship opportunities, email:
Agenda and presentation titles subject to change C hase. broo ke@ag.tam u 'ed u

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal opportunities in its

: 7 . |TEXAS
programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, U S DA fan N I FA § \

national origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, 117 W R R E A
XTENSION ACT

or gender identity. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, ———=—==ag —
and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas. — e IR D ORCaS o

2:30-3pm | Building Communities of Conservation

M


http://tx.ag/2026habitatathome
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Inside Outside News
Advanced Training

PARKS &

“] WILDLIFE |=

Enjoy | earning about i mproving water quality, 'wat e
aqguatic Jhoaibni tuast st.thr oughout the year for FREE.

T Wednesday, Jul:y3105tph,m.6: 30
* Conservation Opportunity Areas i n Texas
*Jennifer Marrugo, Ecologist at -Wielkalsi fPar Risv e

* Register
T Wednesday, Augds801ftm, 6:30

*/nvesting I n Texas' Water Future
*Jeremy Marzeict or of I nfrastructure and Natur

* Register
VisiTexdhe Weetheprasgienff @rmati on on bEe&exani n\Wataercer $

*Not e: Texas Waters Webinars AT: Texas Waters Certi

Volunteer Opportunities

DFW Wildlife Coalition

Looking for Volunteers

Volunteer for a 2 or 3 hour shift

Once a week from your home

6 hours of Online Training

If interested or for more information,
contact Beth Bargar or Andrea Dixon
through the Membership Directory.



https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6899417224788491862
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1386081094049758550
https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-education/texaswatersprogram?utm_campaign=govdelivery-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-education/texaswatersprogram/texaswatersspecialist?utm_campaign=govdelivery-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Volunteer Opportunities

2026

Greenbelt General Mai nt e

and Natur al Resource Vol unt
The Staff of the Greenbelt Unit of Ray Roberits
for the Greenbel't and the Natur al Resource telan
for gener al mai ntenance and natur al resour cel vo
Greenbel t and conserve the natur al resources of
Gener al Mai ntenance Volunteers have multipl e op
t heir areas of iBn toepreersatt iaomda It nee epdasr. k Oppor tu t
l i mited to a variety of mai ntenaneé¢at@ask®ppopec
Nat ur al Resource Volunteer projects could in u
preparation, invasive management & habitat r t
This opportunit-yousdaaad!| pboei geara fl exi bl e C
week are required. This volunteer opportunit d
Pl ease contact the Greenbelt Manager at Matthew
i nfor mati on.
Mi ni mum age of vol unteer s: 16 (if under 18, o |
and bring a completed copy to the park)TMIKr i i n
me mber s .
PO60212: RM Ray Roberts Lake, Bl uebird nest box on
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Volunteer and AT Opportunities
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in full
ding vol
I f we are
utilized by the public.
Wft in touch with nature. I wi
mat e contr olEIFECd hmrsaoj €Pdtea sEMMN i |
fough téhecahepdar on SignUpGeni

ng for
center

am al wke
S pc
about

Summer i

Ray Robertls; Lake,
St ate Par koge
Johnson Briafc
Nature Cehtie

Al so, Ranger
hold other &ev
CelfF@ar summer
extra set of

SWing
unteer s

[
ee
. not t h

Celia is | ooki
ents at the
programs, |
hands as well . |
was here this past Saturday
in July. I would I ike to have otft
programs, |ike for a bioblitz or
add more options especially for c

I f you would |Ii ke to host a pirogr
Celia at-6Ff®980)r78&hrough her
emaCeéli a.

Flores@ pwd. texas.

Be
and Hlhe
for

Elm Fork Chapter
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check Pl an
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AT and Vol unteer

Your

Op p

TEXAS ASM

GRILIFE
EXTENSION

Home About ~  Join Our Chapter ~ FPhoto Gallery ~  Acivities ~ Newslewers ~  Calendar Members Area ~ Donate q
[ Today | < >  July2026 + [ & [ Month )
SUN MoH TUE WED THU PRI SAT
28 29 30 Jul 2 3 4

# 10am  Ray Roberts L & 92m © LLELA Monday @ %am () Beulsh Acres A & 9am ) BeulshAcres A @ 10zm ' Ray RobertsL Independence Day
@ 102m £ AT -TexasMe @ 9am O Clear Creck We @ %am () Green Acres W @ 9am ) LLELA Wednes @ 102m & Ray Roberts L @ 9em £ AT - Early Bird
® 10am ¢ RayRobertsL @ %am (¢ LLELA Trailhea @ 10am @ Ray Roberts L ® 10=m ( Ray Roberts L
® 2om £ AT -Webinar:F @ 10am @ Ray Roberts L ® 10zm & LLELA - Guidi
5 & i o 9 10
® 10am O Ray Roberts L @ 9am & LLELAMondsy @ 9am () BeulshAcres A @ 9am @ BeulshAcres A @ 9:30am # Hoard Meeti @ 10am @ Ray Robertz L @ 9am 1 MeCord Park
® 9am © Clear Cresk We @ %am () Green Acres W @ 9am 0 LLELA Wednes @ 10=m & Ray Roberts L ® 9am £ AT - Furneaux |
® 10am @ RayRobertsL @ %am ( LLELA Trailhea @ 10am @ Ray Roberts L ® 10=m (& Ray Roberts L
® om L Rootsfor Wi @ 10am @ Ray Roberts L ® Bom £ AT - Blackiight
® &300m & AT - *Resch
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
® 10am O Ray Roberts L @ 9am @ LLELAMondsy ® 9am ( Beulsh Acres A @ 9am @ BaulshAcres A ® 9am % ChapterMeeti @ 10am @ Ray Roberts L @ 10sm (& Ray Robarts L
@ 1pm £ AT - Texas Meti @ 9am @ Clear Cresk We @ 9am () Green Acres W @ 9am () LLELA Wednes @ 10am & Ray Roberts L ® 10am & AT - Drawing |
® 10am () RayRobertsL  ® %am ( LLELA Trailhea @ 10am @ Ray Roberts L ® 10am £ AT - Admiring
® 10am £ Ray RobertsL @ 230pm £ AT - Nature
& Tidfam 4AT  Watch | @ Aiem 4 AT - Tewsl
calendar@efctmn.org
Events shown in time zone: (GMT-05:00) Central Time - Chicage Google Calendar

gowv

e k

rtuni



mailto:Celia.Flores@tpwd.texas.gov
https://txmn.org/elmfork/
https://txmn.org/elmfork/calendar/
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Green Her ons at Green Acre
By Becky Bertoni
On Tuesday, June 2, during our volunteer ti me at t
Emil vy, both class of 2026 trainees who are currentl
di fferent bird call Emily spotted a heron nest | us/H
fence andShbetpokdphotos and they told us about it
|l didn't remember seeing oapg : . e, S
was exciting to learn. T high 255 s i ed
i Naturalist as Green Hero 5 ence
this pond may be because d we
added this year There 1is s/ fi
wi th gr ass|lJewarfc ursu smngersgtitinaatt
have made the site | ook )
Then on June 9, t he next ily
saw that there wer e t wo t wo
parents and HRamieley blabwas . i
green | eaves, and Family lead
branemets good for camouf | V&
mar ked on the photo bel ow : “ : : : : and
parent You can tel by t Family 1 baby well hiddegsin
baby is older, with feath Photo by Emily Markel",
Family 2 baby.
We watched these two famillies
the blacklighting evening a (
the Dblacklighting event wal Kkec
of a parent and three youn o]
dead branches.

es

\



Naturalist News July 2026

Through ti me we noted sonet dredianvg
guaofd om higher branches to watct
Jenna saw Green Herons coming fro

l anding in our riparian area.

On Tuesday, June 23, there was on
bl ui sh eggs, and all of the other
wi || keep watching!

On June 29, Brynne saw the paren
along with some juvenile Green F

juvenil-er¥ehéedwNi ght Heron.

[ |l ooked up Green Herons and fou
during the warmer weather, mi gr at
nest near wat erd umsauranhdlyl,y ameds td oinn
Eggs take about 20 days to hatech.
bet ween -21lu.ly 14

Y 2 ey . ,ﬁ To hear Green Heron calls and rea
Close up of Famil ht2 psarkehivww. a dgduui bdoen/ . boi-hr gdf/ bgir eel edn
Phot o bwWaErmielly

You are welcome to come and visit

Bl ui sh eggs in the tw Juvenil &€rYevinleadw Ni ght He n
Phot o by Becky Berto Phot o by John Thomlinson

M p



https://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/green-heron
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Bl acklight Nights
By Brynne Bryan

The 4th blacklight night at Green
Acres with Sam Kieschnick was

just | ast mont h, on June 12t h. |t
washaot, as wuswual with anything
t hat Sam orchestrates. Ther e

werleD200bser vations of the
nighttime creatures visiting the
backlkidsheleats night, mad e

by 16 current and nascent EI m

Fork Master Natljra|§§$sK|eM%%hﬁék explaining how bl

Gardeners, and other gnd syi amhSed we will be. Phot b
I f you think there are a | ot of

species of birds and butterflies in North Texas, 0 L
shoul d ddres imdbd rh sa,n db eoetthleers bugs'! There

were other things seen in the fading |l ight, but t hot
|l ove birds, reptiles, and plants, I am going to i n
in this story.

Il nsects are drawn to any |l ight source at night, )
have noticed on your porch at night | F you stil!/l e ¢
' ight on. This behavior can disrupt their natural neé
and interactions. They are even more attracted t
ultraviolet (UV) Ilight such as reflected off the (
emitted by blacklights. UV light is mostly i nvi si €
except for the longer bluishB&YkypBepl ¢nih apgyvénen <
Il nsects may use UV |ight for ff'ﬁﬁfntﬂgugasndplr'QE%gthyl ¢
resources. Because of this strong attraction to I
bl acklights are particularly wuseful tools for ent 0mc
studying insect populations. The insects quickly e (
composure once the |l ights are turned off.

Even though there were over 1000 observations su
i-Naturali st -Nahen cehfaar tnhidgihrhe ant htahh e rdeo e s n

were over 1000 species. What happens during an e
is that Sam or somelegé éebes& sahouthssout
incredi bdred tehvienrgyyone (including myself) rushes ov
get a photo of it. One individual bug might have
Thé&t cool. Th-&abeasgtyhat it can sift through
observations and tell you how many actual specie
Whean organi sm habsy batenl eveesrti fareed ot her

person to thessgpdciamsildewnel fiiclati on i s

possible without p@8eunderpatrtBg, odagdr@aBh&M ng a cool
Photo by Becky Be




