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If you donôt have time to read this monthôs 

issue of Naturalist News, click the box below 

to Stream our newsletter in audio format, 

featuring the voice of Teri Schnaubelt.  

 
 

On the Cover:  
Green Heron (Butorides virescens) 

by John Thomlinson 

 

Read the article ñGreen Herons at 

Green Acresò on page 14. 
Pipevine Swallowtail (Battus philenor)  

by Jonathan Reynolds 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/stream-naturalist-news/id1737022625


о 

 

 

 

 
 

July 2026    Naturalist News  

о 

Announcements 

https://www.dentoncounty.gov/1846/Denton-County-Conversations
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July Chapter Meeting and Presentation 
Thursday, July 16th, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Denton County Southwest Courthouse 

6200 Canyon Falls Drive   *   Flower Mound, TX 76226 
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings  

 

This Monthôs Presentation: 

How to Build a Park: Palo Pinto Mountains State Park  
By: Kate Fisher 

Park Interpreter | Park Ranger  

Palo Pinto Mountains State Park  

Originally purchased in 2011, Palo Pinto Mountains has become the newest state park in Texas.  

But what goes into building a park? Come and hear from a ranger about the steps taken to balance 

outdoor recreation opportunities for Texans while also conserving wild spaces. From shielding starry 

skies to protecting historic waterways, this park will offer a natural sanctuary for generations to come.  

Kate Fisher is a native Texan, born and raised in Fort Worth. 

Despite limited access to the outdoors growing up, her fascination 

for animals and the natural environment persisted from a young 

age. This quickly turned into a deep-seated passion for protecting 

wildlife and wild spaces, which took Kate to Tarleton State 

University to study wildlife biology. Having worked for the Corps of 

Engineers and Abilene State Park, Kate developed a love for 

interpretation to share the wonders of the outdoors with others. This 

brought her to Palo 

Pinto Mountains State 

Park, which sits 

halfway between two 

major metropolitan 

areas of Texas.  

Kate is so excited to be a part of helping others 

discover the great outdoors! Whether sheôs teaching 

someone the history of the land, a weird animal fact, a 

new skill, or helping to create a more accessible 

experience, Kate strives to introduce the outdoors to 

others the same way that so many did for herðin a way 

that is memorable and welcoming.  
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August Chapter Meeting and Presentation 
Thursday, August 20th, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse  Å  3rd Floor Conference Room 

1 Courthouse Dr.  Å  Denton, TX 76208 
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings  

 

Augustôs Presentation: 

Green Stormwater Infrastructure: 

Design, Performance and 

Maintenance 

By: Dr. Fouad Jaber 

Professor and Water Resources Extension Specialist 

Texas A&M AgriLife Research and Extension Center 

at Dallas  

Urbanization is reshaping the health of rivers, streams and 

lakes in every community. Join Dr. Fouad Jaber, an expert 

in hydrology management, as he shares nature-based 

strategies for reducing these impacts at residential and 

larger scales. He will also present findings from a green 

stormwater infrastructure study done at the Dallas center 

and discuss maintenance considerations.  

Dr. Jaber is a professor and extension specialist in integrated 

water resources management at the Texas A&M AgriLife 

Research and Extension Center at Dallas. A professional 

engineer in Texas, his research and programs in green 

stormwater infrastructure, nature-based systems, stream 

restoration and climate change resiliency have received over 

$3 million in funding. His work is published in scientific 

journals, conference papers, extension publications and 

government reports.  

Dr. Jaberôs contributions have been honored with awards from 

the American Society of Agricultural and Biological 

Engineering and the American Society for Horticultural 

Sciences. He earned a Ph.D. in agricultural and biological 

engineering from Purdue University and a masterôs degree in 

irrigation and bachelorôs degree in agricultural and biological 

engineering from the American University of Beirut.  

Photo by Dr. Fouad Jaber  

https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=Bsf474wAAAAJ
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Awards and Recognition 
June 2026 
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   2026 Recertifications  
Robert Blake    Class of 2024 

Sherry Brott    Class of 2025 

Bill Coleman     Class of 2013 

Sarah DeLeon    Class of 2025 

Michael Hatch    Class of 2014 

Rob Hull      Class of 2025 

Cindy Jones    Class of 2024 

Tom Kirwan    Class of 2024 

Angie Lindsey    Class of 2018 

Amy Montgomery   Class of 2023 

Cynthia Pierce    Class of 2024 

Jamie Reneau    Class of 2022 

Sue Ridnour    Class of 2024 

Roxann Strout   Class of 2025 

Initial Certifications 
Jennifer Lane    Class of 2025 
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Awards and Recognition 
June 2026 
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 1000 Hour Milestone  
Marty Newman   Class of 2020 

 

1500 Hour Milestone  
Kesa Clingman   Class of 2017 

Amy Crook    Class of 2020 

Congratulations 
everyone! 
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 Field Notes in Focus 
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Swallowtail caterpillars by Tammie Walters 
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Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

 

Celebrate the beginning of National Moth Week (July 18-26) at the 

Biodiversity Education Center at Coppell Nature Park. Joshua 

Ebright with the North Texas Chapter of Texas Master Naturalist will 

lead us for a lively conversation about these fascinating creatures 

and discover how we can help moths thrive in Texas for years to 

come. 

https://www.coppelltx.gov/401/

Biodiversity-Education-Center 

https://www.coppelltx.gov/401/Biodiversity-Education-Center
https://www.coppelltx.gov/401/Biodiversity-Education-Center
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Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

http://tx.ag/2026habitatathome 

http://tx.ag/2026habitatathome
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Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

 

 

Enjoy learning about improving water quality, water quantity, conservation practices, water law, and 
aquatic habitats. Join us throughout the year for FREE.  

¶ Wednesday, July15th, 6:30-7:30 p.m.  

* Conservation Opportunity Areas in Texas 

* Jennifer Marrugo, Ecologist at Texas Parks and Wildlife Department - Wildlife Division 

* Register 

¶ Wednesday, August 12th, 6:30-7:30 p.m.  

* Investing in Texas' Water Future 

* Jeremy Mazur, Director of Infrastructure and Natural Resources Policy at Texas 2036 

* Register 

Visit the Texas Waters webpage for information on becoming a certified Texas Waters Specialist. 

*Note: Texas Waters Webinars AT: Texas Waters Certification Training 

Volunteer Opportunities  

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6899417224788491862
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1386081094049758550
https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-education/texaswatersprogram?utm_campaign=govdelivery-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-education/texaswatersprogram/texaswatersspecialist?utm_campaign=govdelivery-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Inside Outside News 
Volunteer Opportunities  

Greenbelt General Maintenance 

and Natural Resource Volunteers Needed 

The Staff of the Greenbelt Unit of Ray Roberts Lake State Park serve as the management team 

for the Greenbelt and the Natural Resource team for the Ray Roberts Complex. We are looking 

for general maintenance and natural resource volunteers to assist us in maintaining the 

Greenbelt and conserve the natural resources of Ray Roberts. 

General Maintenance Volunteers have multiple opportunities to volunteer at the park based on 

their areas of interest and the parkôs operational needs. Opportunities include but are not 

limited to a variety of maintenance tasks, special projects, and customer-related opportunities. 

Natural Resource Volunteer projects could include bluebird box monitoring, fire break 

preparation, invasive management & habitat restoration. 

This opportunity is available year-round and provides a flexible schedule. No minimum hours/

week are required. This volunteer opportunity does not include a campsite. 

Please contact the Greenbelt Manager at Matthew.moore@tpwd.texas.gov for more 

information. 

Minimum age of volunteers: 16 (if under 18, volunteer will need to print a Parental Release form 

and bring a completed copy to the park). Criminal background check is required for non-TMN 

members. 

PO60212: RM Ray Roberts Lake, Bluebird nest box monitoring would be PO60212: FR 
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Inside Outside News 
Volunteer and AT Opportunities  

Summer is in full swing at the park and nature center. We are 

really needing volunteers to host at the nature center during 

the week. If we are not there, our beautiful nature center canôt 

be utilized by the public. It is a great place for young and old 

to get in touch with nature. I will also add it is one of the few 

climate controlled projects TMN-EFC has. Please sign up 

through the chapterôs calendar on SignUpGenius. 

Also, Ranger Celia is looking for volunteers who would like to 

hold other events at the center or in the park. This is from 

Celia: ñFor summer programs, I am always looking for an 

extra set of hands as well. I spoke to Lin Hampton while she 

was here this past Saturday about hosting watercolors at JB 

in July. I would like to have others come out and host 

programs, like for a bioblitz or naturalist talk. I would like to 

add more options especially for our early risers.ò 

If you would like to host a program or talk please contact 

Celia at (940) 783-6793 or through her 

email: Celia.Flores@tpwd.texas.gov 

Ray Roberts Lake 

State Park, 

Johnson Branch 

Nature Center 

Be sure to check Plan Your Week 

and the Elm Fork Chapter Website and Calendar 

for More AT and Volunteer Opportunities! 

mailto:Celia.Flores@tpwd.texas.gov
https://txmn.org/elmfork/
https://txmn.org/elmfork/calendar/
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Projects in the Community 

Green Herons at Green Acres 

By Becky Bertoni 

On Tuesday, June 2, during our volunteer time at the Green Acres Farm Memorial Park, Andrew and 

Emily, both class of 2026 trainees who are currently volunteering with the Green Acres project, heard a 

different bird call. Emily spotted a heron nest just on the other side of the east fence, in a tree between the 

fence and the pond. She took photos and they told us about it.   

I didn't remember seeing any herons there before, so it 

was exciting to learn. The herons were identified on 

iNaturalist as Green Herons. I think their presence by 

this pond may be because of the additional land we 

added this year. There is a wet section that is filled 

with grassleaf rushes (Juncus marginatus) that may 

have made the site look welcoming to them.  

Then on June 9, the next volunteer Tuesday, Emily 

saw that there were two families, each with two 

parents and three babies. Family 1 was in a tree with 

green leaves, and Family 2 was in a tree on dead 

branches--not good for camouflage! Note how Emily 

marked on the photo below to show the babies and 

parent. You can tell by the photos that the Family 1 

baby is older, with feathers, compared to the fuzzy 

Family 2 baby.  

We watched these two families and on June 12, during 

the blacklighting evening at Green Acres, participants for 

the blacklighting event walked over to see a family group 

of a parent and three young ones in a different tree with 

dead branches.   

Family 1 baby well hidden in the leaves of a tree  

Photo by Emily Markel 

Family 2 three babies with 1 parent  

Photo by Emily  Markel 

Family 2 baby on a dead branch   

Photo by Emily  Markel 
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Through time we noted some behaviors. I saw parents ñstanding 

guardò from higher branches to watch over the young birds. 

Jenna saw Green Herons coming from over the west fence and 

landing in our riparian area. 

On Tuesday, June 23, there was one parent bird on the nest with 

bluish eggs, and all of the others apparently have relocated. We 

will keep watching! 

On June 29, Brynne saw the parent Green Heron on the nest, 

along with some juvenile Green Herons. She also spotted a 

juvenile Yellow-crowned Night Heron. 

I looked up Green Herons and found that they are here only 

during the warmer weather, migrating south for the winter. They 

nest near water usually, and donôt normally nest in large clusters. 

Eggs take about 20 days to hatch. We should see more babies 

between July 14-21. 

To hear Green Heron calls and read more look here:  

https://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/green-heron 

You are welcome to come and visit and follow the Green Herons. 

 

Green Herons at Green Acres (cont.) 

Close up of Family 2 parent  

Photo by Emily  Markel 

Bluish eggs in the twig nest 

Photo by Becky Bertoni 

Juvenile Yellow-crowned Night Heron 

Photo by John Thomlinson 

https://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/green-heron
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Projects in the Community 

Blacklight Nights 

By Brynne Bryan 

The 4th blacklight night at Green 

Acres with Sam Kieschnick was 

just last month, on June 12th. It 

was a hoot, as usual with anything 

that Sam orchestrates. There 

were 1020 observations of the 

nighttime creatures visiting the 

backlit bedsheets that night, made 

by 16 current and nascent Elm 

Fork Master Naturalists, Master 

Gardeners, and other enthusiasts. 

If you think there are a lot of 

species of birds and butterflies in North Texas, you 

should consider the moths, beetles and other bugs! There 

were other things seen in the fading light, but though I 

love birds, reptiles, and plants, I am going to ignore them 

in this story. 

Insects are drawn to any light source at night, as you may 

have noticed on your porch at night IF you still leave your 

light on. This behavior can disrupt their natural navigation 

and interactions. They are even more attracted to 

ultraviolet (UV) light such as reflected off the moon or 

emitted by blacklights. UV light is mostly invisible to us, 

except for the longer bluish or purplish wavelengths. 

Insects may use UV light for finding and recognizing 

resources. Because of this strong attraction to UV light, 

blacklights are particularly useful tools for entomologists 

studying insect populations. The insects quickly regain their 

composure once the lights are turned off. 

Even though there were over 1000 observations submitted to 

i-Naturalist (henceforth i-Nat) that night, that doesnôt mean there 

were over 1000 species. What happens during an event like this 

is that Sam or someone else shouts out ñHey! Look at this 

incredible thing!ò and everyone (including myself) rushes over to 

get a photo of it. One individual bug might have 15 observations. 

Thatôs cool. The beauty of i-Nat is that it can sift through 

observations and tell you how many actual species were seen. 

When an organism has been verified by at least one other 

person to the species level (if such an identification is 

possible without peering at the organismôs underparts), it  

 

Sam Kieschnick explaining how blacklighting for bugs will work, 

and how amazed we will be. Photo by Marilyn Blanton 

Becky Bertoni and the crowd examining the 

first bugs. Photo by Marilyn Blanton 

Sam sharing a cool find. 

Photo by Becky Bertoni 


