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Donôt have time to read this monthôs issue of  

Naturalist News? Then click the box below to 

Stream our newsletter in audio format, 

featuring the voice of Teri Schnaubelt.  

Pearl crescent (Phyciodes tharos) 

on frogfruit (Phyla nodiflora), by Tammie Walters 

 
 
 

On the Cover:  
Cooper's Hawk (Astur cooperii),  

by Bryan Lewis  

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/stream-naturalist-news/id1737022625
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Announcements 

https://www.dentoncounty.gov/1846/Denton-County-Conversations
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The two-year impact report for the Constellation of Living 

Memorials project that was presented at the May chapter 

meeting is available here: 

CLM Two-Year Pilot Impact Report 2024-2025 
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Announcements 

Susan Richmond is at it again--look at these GREAT  thank-you notes she created! 

Send your thanks to those who are helping our efforts with these Texas Master Naturalist-Elm 

Fork Chapter thank-you note cards. They are available in the Resource Room. 

The photo below is the standard small size, and there is a larger size available also. 

Thank you, Susan!  

 

From, 

Becky Bertoni 

https://www.constellationoflivingmemorials.org/s/CLM_2024_2025_two-year-Report_Final.pdf
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June Chapter Meeting and Presentation 
Thursday, June 18th, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse  Å  3rd Floor Conference Room 

1 Courthouse Dr.  Å  Denton, TX 76208 
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings  

 

This Monthôs Presentation: 

Listen Up! How You Can Be Involved in 

Environmental Due Diligence  
By: Bethany Deitch  

Environmental Analyst  

Kimley-Horn and Associates Inc.  

And: Audrey Haffner 

Kimley-Horn and Associates Inc.  

The presentation will cover due diligence processes within different environmental disciplines. Learn 

how you and others can get involved and understand whatôs happening around your  

home and across the State. Our speakers will review specific project examples and respond  

to questions about current industry trends.  

Bethany Deitch offers four years of professional experience in 

environmental assessments in multiple industries and geographic 

locations. She performs regular field work, report and permit preparation, 

and agency coordination. Within Kimley-Horn, she manages the tree 

inventory and sampling practice and assists with stormwater 

consultation. She holds a bachelorôs degree in environmental 

geosciences with minors in meteorology and geographic information 

systems (GIS) from Texas A&M University. 

Audrey Haffner is on the Power Delivery team at Kimley-Horn, where she 

brings experience in environmental assessments, agency coordination 

and public outreach. She has contributed to multiple CCN transmission 

line projects across Texas, supporting project development and 

stakeholder engagement efforts. Audrey is involved in outreach for 

students interested in environmental science in the Fort Worth area. She 

holds a bachelorôs degree in environmental science and sustainability 

from Texas Christian University. 
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July Chapter Meeting and Presentation 
Thursday, July 16th, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Denton County Southwest Courthouse 

6200 Canyon Falls Drive   *   Flower Mound, TX 76226 
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings  

 

Julyôs Presentation: 

How to Build a Park: Palo Pinto Mountains State Park  
By: Kate Fisher 

Park Interpreter | Park Ranger  

Palo Pinto Mountains State Park  

Originally purchased in 2011, Palo Pinto Mountains has become the newest state park in Texas.  

But what goes into building a park? Come and hear from a ranger about the steps taken to balance 

outdoor recreation opportunities for Texans while also conserving wild spaces. From shielding starry 

skies to protecting historic waterways, this park will offer a natural sanctuary for generations to come.  

Kate Fisher is a native Texan, born and raised in Fort Worth. 

Despite limited access to the outdoors growing up, her fascination 

for animals and the natural environment persisted from a young 

age. This quickly turned into a deep-seated passion for protecting 

wildlife and wild spaces, which took Kate to Tarleton State 

University to study wildlife biology. Having worked for the Corps of 

Engineers and Abilene State Park, Kate developed a love for 

interpretation to share the wonders of the outdoors with others. This 

brought her to Palo 

Pinto Mountains State 

Park, which sits 

halfway between two 

major metropolitan 

areas of Texas.  

Kate is so excited to be a part of helping others 

discover the great outdoors! Whether sheôs teaching 

someone the history of the land, a weird animal fact, a 

new skill, or helping to create a more accessible 

experience, Kate strives to introduce the outdoors to 

others the same way that so many did for herðin a way 

that is memorable and welcoming.  
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Awards and Recognition 
May 2026  
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   2026 Recertifications  
Sam Bufkins    Class of 2023 

Penny Cooley    Class of 2024 

Regina Dale     Class of 2019 

Jane Duke     Class of 2019 

Larry Duncan    Class of 2018 

Janet Gershenfeld    Class of 2005 

Marian Kester    Class of 2007 

Carl Malmberg   Class of 2021 

Vin Merrill    Class of 2011 

Debra Nobles    Class of 2024 

Sarah Pogue    Class of 2025 

Renee Province   Class of 2008 

Ginny Richards   Class of 2022 

Dave Rowley    Class of 2000 

Missy Strickland   Class of 2019 

Barb Van Order   Class of 2023 

Tammie Walters   Class of 2020 

LeeAnn Weaver   Class of 2004 

Lynn West     Class of 2023 

Fran Witte    Class of 2017  

Initial Certifications 
Sherry Brott    Class of 2025 
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Awards and Recognition 
May 2026  
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 1000 Hour Milestone  
Susan Hamby   Class of 2022 

Ginny Richards   Class of 2022 

250 Hour Milestone  
Cynthia Pierce    Class of 2024 

Teri Schnaubelt   Class of 2023 

Barb Van Order   Class of 2023 

1500 Hour Milestone  
Carl Parsons   Class of 2023 

 

 2500 Hour Milestone  
Jane Duke    Class of 2009 

 

500 Hour Milestone  
Nancy Blakney    Class of 2023 

Amy Montgomery  Class of 2023 

Kevin Shaw    Class of 2025 
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Congratulations 
everyone! 

And last but not least... 

Awards and Recognition 
May 2026  
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Scott Kiester  Class of 2003 
 

9000 Hour Milestone  9000 Hour Milestone  
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 Field Notes in Focus 
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Birdfoot violet (Viola pedata), by Jonathan Reynolds 
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Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

 

 

Enjoy learning about improving water quality, water quantity, conservation practices, water 
law, and aquatic habitats. Join us throughout the year for FREE.  

¶ Wednesday, July15h, 6:30-7:30 p.m.  

* Conservation Opportunity Areas in Texas 

* Jennifer Marrugo, Ecologist at Texas Parks and Wildlife Department - Wildlife Division 

* Register 

Visit the Texas Waters webpage for information on becoming a certified Texas Waters Specialist. 

*Note: Texas Waters Webinars AT: Texas Waters Certification Training 

uĎĄĞ úĄĞãėҖ óÒ¼đü ¼ÇĄĤĞ æüėÒÈĞėҖ Ӭ óĄÜ ĴĄĤđ ŀüÍė ¼Ğ -ĄđæüĞãҹė @o77 ,ó¼ÈñóæÜãĞ 
YĄĞãæüÜ ÒĭÒüĞ Ąü OĤóĴ ѿѿ ÛđĄú ҫ̓ѿѿ Ďҕúҕ ¼Ğ -ĄđæüĞã Z¼ĞĤđÒ lđÒėÒđĭÒ æü -ĄđæüĞã 
-ĄúúĤüæĞĴ l¼đñҚ !óó ¼ÜÒėҕ 2@­ £đÇ¼ü ­æóÍóæÛÒ ,æĄóĄÜæėĞҖ u¼ú PæÒėÈãüæÈñҖ Įæóó ÇÒ 
Ąü-ėæĞÒ ĞĄ óÒ¼Í ĄĤđ úĄĞãæüÜ ¼ÈĞæĭæĞæÒėҚ 
,đæüÜ ¼ ŀóóÒÍ Į¼ĞÒđ ÇĄĞĞóÒ ¼üÍ ¼ Ł¼ėãóæÜãĞ ҤãÒ¼Íó¼úĎ Įæóó ÍĄҚҥҕ 
 
@o77 đÒÜæėĞđ¼ĞæĄüҗ ãĞĞĎėҗҢҢĮñÛҕúėҢ҂Çĳ¸R҇È 
@¼ÈÒÇĄĄñҗ ãĞĞĎėҗҢҢĮĮĮҕÛ¼ÈÒÇĄĄñҕÈĄúҢėã¼đÒҢѿEĴ!҃҂҇ÒA­Ң 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6899417224788491862
https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-education/texaswatersprogram?utm_campaign=govdelivery-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-education/texaswatersprogram/texaswatersspecialist?utm_campaign=govdelivery-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://forms.monday.com/forms/632ebaa5230774f5948dfeb5920572e8?r=use1
https://www.facebook.com/share/1HyA549eGW/
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Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

http://tx.ag/2026habitatathome 

http://tx.ag/2026habitatathome
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Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

 

THE EXTRAORDINARY CATERPILLAR 

WILD ONES DFW presents THE EXTRAORDINARY 

CATERPILLAR film and panel discussion with North Texas 

conservationists on 

 

Tuesday, June 23, 2026 

6:30 p.m. ð 8:45 p.m. 

Grapevine Palace Arts Center 

300 S Main St, Grapevine, TX 76051 

 

6:30 p.m. Meet & Greet 

7:00 p.m. The Extraordinary Caterpillar 

8:00 p.m. Panel Discussion 

 

The Extraordinary Caterpillar invites viewers into the hidden world of nature's tiniest superheroes and the 

vital role they play in sustaining healthy ecosystems. Through stunning macro videography and the insights 

of naturalists, scientists, and community advocates, the film reveals how caterpillars connect native plants, 

insects, birds, and other wildlife in an intricate food web. This captivating documentary encourages 

audiences to look more closely at the overlooked creatures in their own backyards and highlights why 

restoring native landscapes matters. 

Afterwards, learn more during a 30-minute lively, knowledge packed Q&A session with four outstanding 

local experts who are shaping conservation work right here in North Texas. 

¶ Sam Kieschnick, Urban Biologist, Texas Parks and Wildlife 

¶ Jake Poinsett, Education Manager, Trinity River Audubon Center 

¶ Carol Clark, Conservation Specialist, Monarch Watch 

¶ Teddi Zonker, VP, Wild Ones DFW: Native Plants, Natural Landscapes 

Enjoy a rare chance to learn directly from these local leaders, ask your questions, and walk away inspired 

to make a difference. 

Don't miss this opportunity to hear their insights, elevate your experience and spark new ideas. 

REGISTER & ADD YOUR SEAT TODAYðRSVP REQUIRED 

https://dfw.wildones.org/events/?wo_event_id=12284 

 

Hosted by Wild Ones DFW: Native Plants, Natural Landscapes.  We connect people and native plants for a healthy 

planet.  Join us to celebrate biodiversity, ecological stewardship, and the power of native plants to support life. 

Our Sponsors 

Wild Ones DFW - https://dfw.wildones.org/ 

Homegrown National Park - https://homegrownnationalpark.org/  

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Palace+Arts+Center/@32.9389638,-97.0811002,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x864c2b3bb8308b57:0xa8c65344c85be20!8m2!3d32.9389638!4d-97.0785253!16s%2Fg%2F11b5m2dgtm?authuser=0&entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDQwMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Palace+Arts+Center/@32.9389638,-97.0811002,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x864c2b3bb8308b57:0xa8c65344c85be20!8m2!3d32.9389638!4d-97.0785253!16s%2Fg%2F11b5m2dgtm?authuser=0&entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDQwMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://dfw.wildones.org/events/?wo_event_id=12284
https://dfw.wildones.org/events/?wo_event_id=12284
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Inside Outside News 
Volunteer Opportunities  

Greenbelt General Maintenance 

and Natural Resource Volunteers Needed 

The Staff of the Greenbelt Unit of Ray Roberts Lake State Park serve as the management team 

for the Greenbelt and the Natural Resource team for the Ray Roberts Complex. We are looking 

for general maintenance and natural resource volunteers to assist us in maintaining the 

Greenbelt and conserve the natural resources of Ray Roberts. 

General Maintenance Volunteers have multiple opportunities to volunteer at the park based on 

their areas of interest and the parkôs operational needs. Opportunities include but are not 

limited to a variety of maintenance tasks, special projects, and customer-related opportunities. 

Natural Resource Volunteer projects could include bluebird box monitoring, fire break 

preparation, invasive management & habitat restoration. 

This opportunity is available year-round and provides a flexible schedule. No minimum hours/

week are required. This volunteer opportunity does not include a campsite. 

Please contact the Greenbelt Manager at Matthew.moore@tpwd.texas.gov for more 

information. 

Minimum age of volunteers: 16 (if under 18, volunteer will need to print a Parental Release form 

and bring a completed copy to the park). Criminal background check is required for non-TMN 

members. 

PO60212: RM Ray Roberts Lake, Bluebird nest box monitoring would be PO60212: FR 
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Inside Outside News 
Volunteer and AT Opportunities  

Summer is in full swing at the park and nature center. We are 

really needing volunteers to host at the nature center during 

the week. If we are not there our beautiful nature center canôt 

be utilized by the public. It is a great place for young and old 

to get in touch with nature. I will also add it is one of the few 

climate controlled projects TMN-EFC has. Please sign up 

through the chapterôs calendar on SignUpGenius. 

Also, Ranger Celia is looking for volunteers who would like to 

hold other events at the center or in the park. This is from 

Celia: ñFor summer programs, I am always looking for an 

extra set of hands as well. I spoke to Lin Hampton while she 

was here this past Saturday about hosting watercolors at JB 

in July. I would like to have others come out and host 

programs, like for a bioblitz or naturalist talk. I would like to 

add more options especially for our early risers.ò 

If you would like to host a program or talk please contact 

Celia at (940) 783-6793 or through her 

email: Celia.Flores@tpwd.texas.gov 

Ray Roberts Lake 

State Park, 

Johnson Branch 

Nature Center 

Be sure to check Plan Your Week 

and the Elm Fork Chapter Website and Calendar 

for More AT and Volunteer Opportunities! 

mailto:Celia.Flores@tpwd.texas.gov

