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Donôt have time to read this monthôs issue of  

Naturalist News? Then click the box below to 

Stream our newsletter in audio format, 

featuring the voice of Teri Schnaubelt.  

Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis) at Green Acres, 

by Brynne Bryan 

 
 
 

On the Cover:  
Blanket flower (Gaillardia pulchella) 

and Horsemint (Monarda citriodora) 

in a field near Frisco, 

by Bryan Lewis 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/stream-naturalist-news/id1737022625
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May Chapter Meeting and Presentation 
Thursday, May 21st, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse  Å  3rd Floor Conference Room 

1 Courthouse Dr.  Å  Denton, TX 76208 
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings  

Constellation of Living Memorials  
Presented by Julie Finneman and Jane Duke, PhD 

The program introduces the CLM, a growing network of historic cemeteries reimagined as living civic 

infrastructure where cultural memory and native ecology are restored in tandem. To date the initiative 

has mobilized over 13,500 volunteer hours across multiple pilot cemeteries, documented over 3,000 

species observations, cleared acres of invasive plant growth, and returned these sites to healthy, 

functioning ecosystems. Partnerships with Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, the Native Plant Society of 

Texas, and other institutions have helped ground this work in science and community stewardship. 

Participants will learn how new historic cemeteries are onboarded into the constellation, from initial 

site assessment to restoration planning, native planting strategies and ongoing care. Each cemetery 

becomes a ñstar,ò contributing to a connected system that supports biodiversity, climate resilience, 

and cultural and natural preservation.  

Elm Fork Chapter member Jane Duke will follow up the presentation with an update on the pending 

chapter project and selection of a cemetery in Denton County.  
Continued on next page... 
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings  

Constellation of Living Memorials  (cont.) 

Presenters: 

Julie Finneman 

President, Friends of the Warren Ferris Cemetery 

Co-Creator, Constellation of Living Memorials 

TMN-North Texas Chapter  

With over 33 years of professional experience, Julie Finneman has 

woven together her background in entertainment advertising 

photography, healthy living, and wildlife conservation into her current 

mission. After spending decades as a successful photographerðwith 

works housed in the Academy of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences archiveð

she shifted gears, drawn to ecological rehabilitation. 

In 2018 Julie embarked on restoring the historic Warren Ferris Cemetery 

near her home in East Dallas, transforming overgrown ground into a 

native prairie and wildlife habitat. Building on that success, she helped 

launch the Constellation of Living Memorials (CLM) pilot program to 

replicate that model across other neglected historic cemeteries, 

integrating restoration with community engagement, native landscape 

design, and ecological corridors. Julie has procured grants and facilitated 

partnerships to support this work, emphasizing the dual goals of honoring 

the cultural heritage of these cemeteries and rewilding the land to support 

biodiversity and climate resilience. 

Jane Duke, PhD 

Soil Restoration Educator and Systems Scientist 

Certified Soil Food Web Lab Microscopist  

TMN-Elm Fork Chapter 

Jane Duke bridges the gap between microscopic biological data and 

macro-level ecological restoration. A soil restoration educator and 

environmental systems scientist, Jane helps land stewards and 

organizations move beyond guesswork by understanding the biological 

engine of the soil. She holds a Ph.D. in environmental design and a 

masterôs degree in environmental philosophy. 

Jane graduated with the 2009 TMN-North Texas Chapter class where 

she was an outreach volunteer and led hikes at the Trinity River 

Audubon Center. Some of her contributions include leading the Denton 

ISD School Days project at Clear Creek, presenting at the TMN Annual 

Meeting, and serving on the TMN-Elm Fork Chapter Board of Directors. 

Jane and her husband live on a 5-acre farm in Oak Point along with 

their horses, bees and chickens.  
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Awards and Recognition 
April 2026  
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   2026 Recertifications  
Mindy Anderson   Class of 2015 

Sharon Barr    Class of 2008 

Delia Croessmann    Class of 2024 

Hugh Franks    Class of 2019 

Pamela Golcher-Beirute Class of 2025 

Catherine Griesbaum   Class of 2023 

Susan Hamby    Class of 2022 

Lin Hampton    Class of 2022 

Jan Marie LaPine   Class of 2007 

Rita Lokie     Class of 2013 

Brenda McCoy    Class of 2023 

Joe Rogers     Class of 2025 

Deborah Rogstad   Class of 2024 

Elise Spain    Class of 2017 

Elaine Teves    Class of 2024 

Chris Wayles    Class of 2022 

Diane Wetherbee   Class of 2000 

Shaleen Wunrow   Class of 2021  

Congratulations! 
 

Milestones on next page... 
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Awards and Recognition 
April 2026  

May 2026    Naturalist News  

с 

 1000 Hour Milestone  

Diana Hatch   Class of 2007 

 

250 Hour Milestone  

Enita Perez    Class of 2023 

 

 2000 Hour Milestone  
Whit Dieterich  Class of 2022 

Marissa Shaw  Class of 2023 

1500 Hour Milestone  
Jim Gerber    Class of 2019 

Clay Thurmond  Class of 2016 

 

 

Sue Yost  Class of 2017 

4000 Hour Milestone  4000 Hour Milestone  

Congratulations! 
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 Field Notes in Focus 
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Gray hairstreak (Strymon melinus)  and western honey bee (Apis mellifera) on Antelope Horn 

milkweed (Asclepias asperula), by Tammie Walters  
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Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

For additional information about either of these events, click here: 

Coppell Community Experiences Summer 2026, 

or contact  joshua.carlos@coppelltx.gov.  

https://city-of-coppell.dcatalog.com/v/Coppell-Community-Experiences-Summer-2026/?page=16
mailto:joshua.carlos@coppelltx.gov
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Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

http://tx.ag/2026habitatathome 

http://tx.ag/2026habitatathome
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Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

 

 

Enjoy learning about improving water quality, water quantity, conservation practices, water 
law, and aquatic habitats. Join us throughout the year for FREE.  

¶ Tuesday, June 16th, 6:30-7:30 p.m.  

* How the Texas Litter Database Supports Conservation Action 

* Kirsten Sorensen, Senior Program Manager, Research and Cleanups at Keep Texas Beautiful 

* Register 

Visit the Texas Waters webpage for information on becoming a certified Texas Waters Specialist and 

view recorded webinars from 2017-2023.  

*Note: Texas Water Webinars AT: Texas Waters Certification Training 

Click the link below to view upcoming and ongoing AT opportunities: 

https://txmn.org/elmfork/staying-connected/advancedtraining/ 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3436619702317339227
https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-education/texaswatersprogram?utm_campaign=govdelivery-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-education/texaswatersprogram/texaswatersspecialist?utm_campaign=govdelivery-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://txmn.org/elmfork/staying-connected/advancedtraining/
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Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

For questions, contact Scott Kiester through the Membership Directory. 
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Advanced Training  

 

THE EXTRAORDINARY CATERPILLAR 

WILD ONES DFW presents THE EXTRAORDINARY 

CATERPILLAR film and panel discussion with North Texas 

conservationists on 

 

Tuesday, June 23, 2026 

6:30 p.m. ð 8:45 p.m. 

Grapevine Palace Arts Center 

300 S Main St, Grapevine, TX 76051 

 

6:30 p.m. Meet & Greet 

7:00 p.m. The Extraordinary Caterpillar 

8:00 p.m. Panel Discussion 

 

The Extraordinary Caterpillar invites viewers into the hidden world of nature's tiniest superheroes and the 

vital role they play in sustaining healthy ecosystems. Through stunning macro videography and the insights 

of naturalists, scientists, and community advocates, the film reveals how caterpillars connect native plants, 

insects, birds, and other wildlife in an intricate food web. This captivating documentary encourages 

audiences to look more closely at the overlooked creatures in their own backyards and highlights why 

restoring native landscapes matters. 

Afterwards, learn more during a 30-minute lively, knowledge packed Q&A session with four outstanding 

local experts who are shaping conservation work right here in North Texas. 

¶ Sam Kieschnick, Urban Biologist, Texas Parks and Wildlife 

¶ Jake Poinsett, Education Manager, Trinity River Audubon Center 

¶ Carol Clark, Conservation Specialist, Monarch Watch 

¶ Teddi Zonker, VP, Wild Ones DFW: Native Plants, Natural Landscapes 

Enjoy a rare chance to learn directly from these local leaders, ask your questions, and walk away inspired 

to make a difference. 

Don't miss this opportunity to hear their insights, elevate your experience and spark new ideas. 

REGISTER & ADD YOUR SEAT TODAYðRSVP REQUIRED 

https://dfw.wildones.org/events/?wo_event_id=12284 

 

Hosted by Wild Ones DFW: Native Plants, Natural Landscapes.  We connect people and native plants for a healthy 

planet.  Join us to celebrate biodiversity, ecological stewardship, and the power of native plants to support life. 

Our Sponsors 

Wild Ones DFW - https://dfw.wildones.org/ 

Homegrown National Park - https://homegrownnationalpark.org/  

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Palace+Arts+Center/@32.9389638,-97.0811002,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x864c2b3bb8308b57:0xa8c65344c85be20!8m2!3d32.9389638!4d-97.0785253!16s%2Fg%2F11b5m2dgtm?authuser=0&entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDQwMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Palace+Arts+Center/@32.9389638,-97.0811002,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x864c2b3bb8308b57:0xa8c65344c85be20!8m2!3d32.9389638!4d-97.0785253!16s%2Fg%2F11b5m2dgtm?authuser=0&entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDQwMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://dfw.wildones.org/events/?wo_event_id=12284
https://dfw.wildones.org/events/?wo_event_id=12284

