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Black-chinned Hummingbird 

(Archilochus alexandri),   

by Bryan Lewis 
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Donôt have time to read this monthôs issue of  

Naturalist News? Then click the box below to 

Stream our newsletter in audio format, 

featuring the voice of Teri Schnaubelt.  

 Six-spotted tiger beetle (Cicindela sexguttata),  

by Tammie Walters 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/stream-naturalist-news/id1737022625
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Announcements 

The 2026 Training Committee is asking for your help 

by actively seeking your gently used TMN 

Textbooks. We request any TMN-EFC Member that 

is not using their TMN Textbook to help us reduce, 

reuse and recycle your textbooks by donating it back 

to our Chapter. It is easy! Just bring your textbooks 

to the next few Monthly Chapter Meetings. 

Contact Marissa Shaw or any member of the 2026 Training Committee to coordinate.  
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Announcements 

Read More > 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2026-dallas-fort-worth?tab=about
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iNaturalist City Nature Challenge Mini Blitzes 
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April Chapter Meeting and Presentation 
Thursday, April 16th, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse  Å  3rd Floor Conference Room 

1 Courthouse Dr.  Å  Denton, TX 76208 
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings  

 

Miles and Miles of Texas: 

My Visit-Every-State-Park Retirement Adventure   
By Suzanne Tuttle 

 
Suzanne Tuttle is a plant ecologist who retired in 

2016 as Manager of the Fort Worth Nature Center 

& Refuge after a 23-year career at the park. She 

holds a Bachelorôs degree in Biology from UT 

Arlington and an Associate of Applied Science 

degree in Horticulture from Tarrant County Junior 

College (now TCC). 

Suzanne has taught training classes for various 

North Texas chapters of the Texas Master 

Naturalist program since 1999 and is one of the 

founding members of the Cross Timbers Chapter. 

Her first retirement project was to visit every Texas 

State Park and State Natural Area. The COVID 

pandemic slowed her progress for a couple of 

years, but she joyfully completed her quest on 

October 22, 2022, at Palmetto State Park near San 

Antonio. This presentation touches on her 

adventures and the insights she gained on her 

multi-year quest. 
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May Chapter Meeting and Presentation 
Thursday, May 21st, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse  Å  3rd Floor Conference Room 

1 Courthouse Dr.  Å  Denton, TX 76208 
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings  

Constellation of Living Memorials  
Presented by Julie Finneman and Jane Duke, PhD 

The program introduces the CLM, a growing network of historic cemeteries reimagined as living civic 

infrastructure where cultural memory and native ecology are restored in tandem. To date the initiative 

has mobilized over 13,500 volunteer hours across multiple pilot cemeteries, documented over 3,000 

species observations, cleared acres of invasive plant growth, and returned these sites to healthy, 

functioning ecosystems. Partnerships with Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, the Native Plant Society of 

Texas, and other institutions have helped ground this work in science and community stewardship. 

Participants will learn how new historic cemeteries are onboarded into the constellation, from initial 

site assessment to restoration planning, native planting strategies and ongoing care. Each cemetery 

becomes a ñstar,ò contributing to a connected system that supports biodiversity, climate resilience, 

and cultural and natural preservation.  

Elm Fork Chapter member Jane Duke will follow up the presentation with an update on the pending 

chapter project and selection of a cemetery in Denton County.  
Continued on next page... 
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings  

Constellation of Living Memorials  (cont.) 

Presenters: 

Julie Finneman 

President, Friends of the Warren Ferris Cemetery 

Co-Creator, Constellation of Living Memorials 

TMN-North Texas Chapter  

With over 33 years of professional experience, Julie Finneman has 

woven together her background in entertainment advertising 

photography, healthy living, and wildlife conservation into her current 

mission. After spending decades as a successful photographerðwith 

works housed in the Academy of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences archiveð

she shifted gears, drawn to ecological rehabilitation. 

In 2018 Julie embarked on restoring the historic Warren Ferris Cemetery 

near her home in East Dallas, transforming overgrown ground into a 

native prairie and wildlife habitat. Building on that success, she helped 

launch the Constellation of Living Memorials (CLM) pilot program to 

replicate that model across other neglected historic cemeteries, 

integrating restoration with community engagement, native landscape 

design, and ecological corridors. Julie has procured grants and facilitated 

partnerships to support this work, emphasizing the dual goals of honoring 

the cultural heritage of these cemeteries and rewilding the land to support 

biodiversity and climate resilience. 

Jane Duke, PhD 

Soil Restoration Educator and Systems Scientist 

Certified Soil Food Web Lab Microscopist  

TMN-Elm Fork Chapter 

Jane Duke bridges the gap between microscopic biological data and 

macro-level ecological restoration. A soil restoration educator and 

environmental systems scientist, Jane helps land stewards and 

organizations move beyond guesswork by understanding the biological 

engine of the soil. She holds a Ph.D. in environmental design and a 

masterôs degree in environmental philosophy. 

Jane graduated with the 2009 TMN-North Texas Chapter class where 

she was an outreach volunteer and led hikes at the Trinity River 

Audubon Center. Some of her contributions include leading the Denton 

ISD School Days project at Clear Creek, presenting at the TMN Annual 

Meeting, and serving on the TMN-Elm Fork Chapter Board of Directors. 

Jane and her husband live on a 5-acre farm in Oak Point along with 

their horses, bees and chickens.  
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Awards and Recognition 
March 2026 
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Initial Certifications 
Sarah DeLeon    Class of 2025 

Sara Fanning    Class of 2025 

Val Hibbeler    Class of 2025 

   2026 Recertifications  
Elizabeth Bargar   Class of 2025 

Barbara Beane    Class of 2018 

Abigail Beck    Class of 2023 

Toni Benjamin    Class of 2015 

Sharon Betty    Class of 2018 

Marilyn Blanton   Class of 1999 

Kesa Klingman   Class of 2017 

John Cox     Class of 2025 

Karen DeVinney   Class of 2021 

Whit  Dieterich    Class of 2022 

Jim Gerber    Class of 2019 

Steven Hadidi    Class of 2025 

Sandy LaQuey    Class of 2019 

Marty Newman   Class of 2020 

Susan Richmond   Class of 2024 

Jim Terry     Class of 2017 

Kathryn Wells    Class of 2017 

Kim Wootton    Class of 2017 

Betty Zajac    Class of 2003   
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Awards and Recognition 
March  2026 
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Congratulations! 

500 Hour Milestone  

Lin Hampton    Class of 2022 

 1000 Hour Milestone  
Brynne Bryan   Class of 2022 

Kennedy Zapata-Schleicher Class of 2024 

250 Hour Milestone  
Joe Rogers    Class of 2025 

Elizabeth Bargar Class of 2025 

 2000 Hour Milestone  

Allen York   Class of 2017 

 

 

Jerry Hamby  Class of 2014 

5000 Hour Milestone  5000 Hour Milestone  



мм 

 

 Field Notes in Focus 
April 2026    Naturalist News  

мм 

White-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) at Ray Roberts Lake, by Jonathan Reynolds 
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Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

iNaturalist City Nature Challenge 2026! iNaturalist Beginners Training 

Monday, April 20th, 2026 at 2:00 p.m. 

Location: Live on Microsoft Teams (iNat 101 Webinar for CNC | Meeting-Join | Microsoft Teams)  

 

iNaturalist City Nature Challenge 2026! iNaturalist Advanced Training 

Wednesday, April 22nd, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. 

Location: Live on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/share/1GC6v7YwMu/) 
 Click on LIVE VIDEO under Details on the FB event page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once again, Texas Nature Trackers (TNT) is proud to help sponsor this statewide community event that 

encourages everyone to get outside, explore the natural world around them and document local flora and 

fauna using iNaturalist. Not only is iNaturalist a great tool for self-learning about the natural world, your 

observations contribute to greater understanding of the state's plant- and animal-life. 
 

This year's CNC event kicks off on Friday, April 24 at midnight and runs to midnight Monday, April 27. 

Then join people until Sunday, May 10 to continue uploading observations you made during the four-day 

period and help others to identify what they found. 
 

For information about the City Nature Challenge: 

https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/texas_nature_trackers/naturechallenge/ 
 

Don't forget to join the Elm Fork Chapter City Nature Challenge project - you must 

join for the chapter to receive credit and be eligible for top honors in Most 

Observations, Most Species, Most ID'd Observations - we want to win this!!! The link 

to join: The Elm Fork Chapter City Nature Challenge Project or use the QR code.  
 

Both events are entered in VMS AT: Project Specific, description 'iNaturalist, City 

Nature Challenge 

 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_Y2NmMjAzOGEtMjlhZC00OTMzLWEyYzItNzRhYWFmNjY1YzQ3%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25227864fda7-62ad-47ec-81ec-323266e3a35f%2522%252c%2522O
https://webmail.centurylink.net/app/Utilities/gateway_url.asp?umsgid=%7Bb948665c-9d85-490e-9105-f6d3207ac40d%7D&uurl=https%3A//www.facebook.com/share/1GC6v7YwMu/
https://webmail.centurylink.net/app/Utilities/gateway_url.asp?umsgid=%7B0a1cc9ce-0133-4211-af3c-2628af28208c%7D&uurl=https%3A//tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/texas_nature_trackers/naturechallenge/
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/efmn-city-nature-challenge-2026-dallas-fort-worth-f5c7c83d-6fbd-4b80-8d53-1f527d1b429b
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Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

TWU Texas Wildflower Day 

Protecting Pollinators | Preserving our Future 

Friday-Saturday, April 24-25, 2026  

TWU ACT 301 and Dr. Bettye Myers Butterfly Garden  

Pollinators are essential partners in our food system and natural world, responsible for helping plants 

reproduce and ecosystems thrive. Native gardens feature plants carefully selected to nourish pollina-

tors year-round, providing food, shelter, and safe passage throughout every season. 

Our 2026 Texas Wildflower Day celebrates these pollinators. Learn how native plants support bees, 

butterflies, birds, and other pollinatorsðand how simple choices can help protect them for generations 

to come. 

 

Click the link below to view the schedule of events and/or register: 

Texas Wildflower Day | Texas Woman's University  

 

Note: AT is approved by documenting each class attended in VMS and the number of hours per class. 

https://twu.edu/butterfly-garden/texas-wildflower-day/
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Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

Learn how to use the iNaturalist app to document the plants, birds, insects, and animals 

that call Green Acres home. If you download the iNaturalist app and create an account 

ahead of time, you can start observing sooner! Our entries count toward the 2026 

iNaturalist City Nature Challenge. 

This program is part of the H-E-B Pollinators for Texas 2025 grant Green Acres is the Place to BEE. 

Click HERE for more information 


