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Announcements
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Elm Fork Chapter

2026 INITIAL TRAINING CLASS APPLICATIONS OPEN APRIL

TENTATIVE CLASS DATES ARE TUESDAYS AUGUST 11 - OCTOBER 27, 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM

The 2026 I nitial Training oRl4ads dmplervateiwsnswi doperd oA
dates are Tues@OaysbAhrugrIt fALEMRBW, 00Do AMe hel d- at Beul

Gl obal Spheres Center . At this ti me, four Fi el d
with dates and | ocations to foll ow. Once dat es, Spe
postings OoBFChwebh MNt e, Facebook page, and multiple
l i nk.

For more information,t{rcainthiacdg @Mlact ms.aoiShaw at

REDUCE
REQ‘;M}&’ :1;

The 2026 Training Committee is asking for yeoeur

TMN Textbooks. We-EFeCqgWMeantbeany haMNi s not usiing

help us reduce, reuse and recycle your textiBoo
easy! Just bring your textbooks to the next| I e

Shaw or any member of the 2026 Training Co mimi


mailto:training@efctmn.org
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Join Texas Parks and Wildlife, Texas Master
Naturalists, the Nature Conservancy, the
Audubon Society, and many others in a fun

challenge to see which city can document the|
most species during April 24 - April 27. It is
casy to participate by joining an event or
making observations on your own using the

Read Mor e € Your Membersh|

e

iNatumelst
2026
CITY NATURré
CHALLENGE
Ap R’L 24’27 Join EFMN-CNC 2026

It's that time of year again! The 2026 iNaturalist City
Nature Challenge is April 24-April 27. We will be
competing with many cities across the globe for

number of observations, IDs and number of species.

We have landed in the top 5 every year since the
inception and plan to keep it that way. We have also
finished No. 1 for the State of Texas, beating out
Houston, San Antonio and all the other cities in TX.

Yes, we are that good!
THIS YEAR WE HAVE A NEW CHALLENGE!!!
MASTER NATURALIST COMPETITION WITHIN DFW!!!
#1in OBSERVATIONS, IDS AND # OF SPECIES

EFC Members must join the EFMN-CNC 2026 project,
join using the QR code provided

Stay tuned for some mini blitzes we will have during
the four days of observations at our project sites. We
will have until *May 10th* to ID observations. If you
have any questions please email or text Mary Morrow,
listed in the directory.

n


https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2026-dallas-fort-worth?tab=about
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings

April Chapter Meeting and Presentat
Thursday, April 16t h, 9: 00 am to 12: 00 pm

Denton County AdminiA8§trdafiverCGonfkoesee Room
1 CourthdbDeat®n, TX 76208

Mi | es and Mi |l es of Texas:

My VEseéeSyaRaer k Ret i rement Advent
By Suzanne Tuttl e

Suzanne Tuttle is a plan
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& Refuge -péaercar@8r at

hol ds a &GBadceégerleoa i n Bi ol
Arl ington and an Associ a
degree in Horticulture f
Coll ege (now TCC).
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the Cross Timbers Chapte
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State Park and State Nat
pandemic sl owed her prog
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Awards and Recognition
February 2026

Initial Certifications

Rob Arrington Class of

2026 Recertifications

Gal e Bacon Class of

Pam Bennet:t Class of
Becky Bertoni Cl ass of
Brynne Bryan Cl ass of

Amy Cr ook Class of

Dal e Dent on Cl ass of
Hi |l ton Dickerso@l ass of
Jerry Hamby Class of

Sue Hudi burgh Class of ) W)
Tom Hudi burgh Class of 2025
Scott Ki ester Class of 2003
Tom Mil | s Class of 2014
Car | Par sons Class of 2023
Car | Patrick Class of 2010
Kevin Shaw Class of 2025
Mari ssa Shaw Class of 2023
John ThomlinsonClass of 2022

Mi |l estones oM W e x

T
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Awards and Recognition
February 2026

500 Hour Milestone

Lori CarrolIClass of 2021
Dan Lemons Class of 2022
Susan Richmdndass of 20214
Mary StricklCdmds of 2019
Chris Teves Class of 2019

1000 Hour Milestone

Jim Terry Class of 2017

1500 Hour Milestone

Rob Bl ake Cl ass

4500 Hour Milestone
Marilyn Bl acgtass of

Y. R

————~Congratulations! —————

y
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Field Notes in Focus

Stonefly nymph from South Hickory
(Yes, he was released back into
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Inside Outside News
Advanced Training

! p o . pature’s »
Niﬂ Phenﬂrg;wdork ™ j't nq,zm,%mougw

Phencﬁogy Week

March 16-20, 2026 ik

Join us for a week of celebrating s

I [ phenology with daily challenges, T
X

webinars, and more!

Phenol ogya Week ual <cel ebration of the seasonal
purpose of Phenology Week is to celebrate YOU,
Naturalists, Nature's Notebook observers, Time
partners! We'll have webinars, awards, daily <ch

Foll ow &8hiPheypwodiogy Week 2026 events on a dedlic
Nati onal Phenol oNJB/N)Neatwor k ( USA
https://www. usanpn. or gvlerelRavsA4B2rcR 026 e/ phenol

Phenol ogy Week is held annually in conjunction W h
moment when nature seems to take a deep, refres ng
darkness will start sharing the houré& eguald&ypo g n
war mth. Across the state, wildflowers |ike Dblue n n
and the air carries the soft scent of new growt T
out dSwhlet e rf oirt a hi ke at the Ray Roberts Lake St e
trees of Green Acres Farm Memori al Park or simp
Environment al Lear &8i mgshransan( bEELt ANnewlat , bal anc 3
days ahead.

These training events compl ement tPhhee nbollno gi/o rvwki tCh t1
Not ebook and theT&xkme pooRestbse These projects oc
pollinators.

Pl ease note there wild.l be a major software upda t
application easier to use on a mobile device an a l
to Advanced Phenology Observer as their knowl ed
March 19 session at 1 p.m. CT wil/ provide an o %

features and functions.

The Thursday, March 19 at 1 p.m. CT presentatio o f
compl ement the upcomiegadimeatoi Rgssesei on sche e
6: 30 p.m. to 8:00 p. m.

For any questions, contact Tom Kirwan through t \Y



https://www.usanpn.org/news/article/phenology-week-march-16-20-2026
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Nature's Not e boo 'k TIME TO RESTORE e
Texas Phenolog y natu e S ;@0
Wednesday, April nOte OOk N N

6: 30 oB.: .0 m. | A project of the USA-NPN

I nterested i n IBecNoomierbg ok NMNatswerrever ? Our next online

session wild/l be April 1, 2026, from 6: 30 Ipttmps:t/o/ 8:
arizona.zoom.us/ meetingl/register/ FcadpownmkRygCyCae @h X
wi || receive an emai l providing you with a Iink and
EIm Fork Chapter Approved Advanced Hriameniantgt £(nAdTe)e sh.o
have already attended this initial training session
observer by completing the online Observer Certific
your MatNorteebook application. The Course is our prir
on setting up sites, selecting plants and ani-mal s t
depth |l ook at the plant and ani mal phenophases and

making observations.

Upon successful completion of the course, you wil/
Observer. You wil/ receive a completion certificate
tagged in the Nature's Notebook database as a Certi
For more information, contact Tom Kirwan through th
PARKS &
WILDLIFE |e
Enjoy | earning about improving water quality, \
|l aw, and aqudaotiinc uhsa btihtraotusghout the year for [ERE
1T Wednesday, ApT7Ti301ptimm, 6: 30
* 21st Century Texas: cl/ i mat e, wat er, science, anc
*Jay Banner, Prodttacsksold BthecocktodheGBobseeencteygy of

Austin

* Register

Vi siTethe Weetbeprasgienff @mrmati on on bEewxani n\Wataecaemdp & & iea
view recorded welO2n3ars from 2017

*Not e: Texas Water Webinars AT: Texas Waters Certififcat.i

M M ‘


https://arizona.zoom.us/meeting/register/Fca4vzmFRsCyC6gMhXmRUA#/registration
https://arizona.zoom.us/meeting/register/Fca4vzmFRsCyC6gMhXmRUA#/registration
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/183046048804850773
https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-education/texaswatersprogram?utm_campaign=govdelivery-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-education/texaswatersprogram/texaswatersspecialist?utm_campaign=govdelivery-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Advanced Training

A Sand County
| ALMANAC "

.

Cliick "HERE~“for '‘mor e

Third Saturday each month from10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Y+ Coppell Nature Park

-(l ‘3\A "....’, 4
z A,_-_-s;~“:‘3..,‘ « '_:".. 4
4 '

i L
~20), J‘ or €
d I‘.-

M Wlld’ lNaturallow to.

unday, Aprll 26 at ‘2"&00 [of n%
' ' lfi v lPar k “--

s .githlsi_QR‘ code.:_

Learn how to use the iNatwuralist app to document
that <call Green Acres home. I f you downl oad t he
ahead of time, you can start observing sooner! O

i Naturalist City Nature Challenge.
This program -E-B Palttjonatovohe Hor Texas 2025 grant Gree

M H


https://city-of-coppell.dcatalog.com/v/Coppell-Community-Experiences-WinterSpring-2026/?page=16
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“ HAGERMAN

2% | ATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE N

4t/iAmwaL HNWR BloBlltz

Hosted by Bluestem Chapter TMN

FRIDAY MAY 22 & SATURDAY, MAY 23 fﬁ:’i "
R in Friday Evenmg at Sunset’ 2 b
' "“‘ Mothing with Texas’ Favorite Enthuscast -

o

SAMKIESCHNICK: S "1 wj,

pr = -
{ -

Saturday, May 23rd

Full Day of Exploration & Advanced Training! = <
Nature Hikes, Birding, Bug Hunts & More! ‘s

For More Info: traim'ngclassd(r@bluestemtmri drb‘
R o
For questions, contact Scott Kiest

M O

2026
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Inside Outside News
Volunteer Opportunities

Outreach at Carrollton Eart

Saturday, April 18th, 10: 00 a. m.
Josey Ranch Lake Library
1700 Keller Springs Rd
Carrollton, TX 75006

TMNEI m Fork Chapter will staff a "Show and Tell " [t a
pelts, fossils, and other touchables, and TELL them

| oc

opp
i s
Eve
Si g
( No
up

!/ f
Oout

a
0
e

n

I Texas environment. No experience necessary, b
rtunit ycefrotri frieecde ncthlaypt er member s t o Hred aVM8 ladur
ncouraged. WEAR YOUR EFC NAMETAG!

t wkeitbispg:el./ www. ci tyofucsdrrmrolehtden étchbmdawmod tt b
uphtltipnski:/ / www. Ssi gnupgeni us. c e6n2/405036HM4ED W4 4 LAEAAZ(C/

e: -lUlpessiagnmns one hour before and extends one ho
nd take down our mafyou adan sTihem eumrfeornt wone | @t s

his opportunity [ nterests you but you are not a
eachitaeeret svill be several more this spring, land


https://webmail.centurylink.net/app/Utilities/gateway_url.asp?umsgid=%7Be6e14897-76ec-4876-95fa-4f873656f0d4%7D&uurl=https%3A//www.cityofcarrollton.com/about-us/calendar/special-events/earth-day
https://webmail.centurylink.net/app/Utilities/gateway_url.asp?umsgid=%7Be6e14897-76ec-4876-95fa-4f873656f0d4%7D&uurl=https%3A//www.signupgenius.com/go/4090444AEAA2CA7FC1-62453545-efcoutreach

