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Donôt have time to read this monthôs issue of  

Naturalist News? Then click the box below to 

Stream our newsletter in audio format, 

featuring the voice of Teri Schnaubelt.  

cċƓƓǃ 
ÉƓƖŔŰŊг 

This monthôs òBlood Moonò total lunar eclipse, 
by Jonathan Reynolds 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/stream-naturalist-news/id1737022625
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The 2026 Training Committee is asking for your help by actively seeking your gently used 

TMN Textbooks. We request any TMN-EFC Member that is not using their TMN Textbook to 

help us reduce, reuse and recycle your textbooks by donating it back to our Chapter. It is 

easy! Just bring your textbooks to the next few Monthly Chapter Meetings. Contact Marissa 

Shaw or any member of the 2026 Training Committee to coordinate.  

The 2026 Initial Training Class applications open April 6th ð 24th. Interviews will follow. Tentative class 

dates are Tuesdays August 11 ð October 27 from 9:00 AM ð 12:30 PM, to be held at Beulah Acres - 

Global Spheres Center . At this time, four Field Trips will be offered on select Saturdays at the same time, 

with dates and locations to follow. Once dates, speakers and locations are finalized, there will be 

postings on the TMN- EFC website, Facebook page, and multiple social media sites with the application 

link. 

For more information, contact Marissa Shaw at training@efctmn.org. 

mailto:training@efctmn.org
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Announcements 

Read More > 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2026-dallas-fort-worth?tab=about
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings  

March Chapter Meeting and Presentation 
Thursday, March 19th, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse  Å  3rd Floor Conference Room 

1 Courthouse Dr.  Å  Denton, TX 76208 

 

Municipal Mutualism: Creating Win-Win Relationships 

with our Communities  
By Rick Travis 

A personal narrative reviewing the steps taken over the past several years to develop a 

strong, productive, and trusting relationship between the Blackland Prairie Chapter and the 

Parks Department in Frisco, TX. This discussion will include examples of the significant 

positive impact this relationship has had on the inclusion of natural areas in the planning and 

design of parkland, as well as increasing chapter involvement in other education/restoration/

conservation efforts within the city.  

Rick owns a Bachelorsô Degree in Forest Management and an MBA, both from Stephen F. 

Austin State University. With retirement from his business career, Rick is fulfilling a long-

deferred desire for involvement in the environmental sciences. He is an active member of 

the Blackland Prairie Master Naturalist Chapter and served as Chapter President from 2022 

through 2025. Rick is also a member of Friscoôs Natural Resources Advisory Board and 

works closely with Frisco Parks on multiple projects within the city. He is a volunteer trail 

guide at the Heard Wildlife Sanctuary, Plano Parks and Trails, and Frisco Parks and Trails 

and serves as the Forest Ecology instructor for the Blackland Prairie Chapter and 

neighboring Master Naturalist chaptersô training programs in the DFW area.  
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings  

April Chapter Meeting and Presentation 
Thursday, April 16th, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse  Å  3rd Floor Conference Room 

1 Courthouse Dr.  Å  Denton, TX 76208 

 

Miles and Miles of Texas: 

My Visit-Every-State-Park Retirement Adventure   
By Suzanne Tuttle 

 
Suzanne Tuttle is a plant ecologist who retired in 

2016 as Manager of the Fort Worth Nature Center 

& Refuge after a 23-year career at the park. She 

holds a Bachelorôs degree in Biology from UT 

Arlington and an Associate of Applied Science 

degree in Horticulture from Tarrant County Junior 

College (now TCC). 

Suzanne has taught training classes for various 

North Texas chapters of the Texas Master 

Naturalist program since 1999 and helped found 

the Cross Timbers Chapter. 

Her first retirement project was to visit every Texas 

State Park and State Natural Area. The COVID 

pandemic slowed her progress for a couple of 

years, but she joyfully completed her quest on 

October 22, 2022, at Palmetto State Park near San 

Antonio. This presentation touches on her 

adventures and the insights she gained on her 

multi-year quest. 

.  
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Awards and Recognition 
February 2026 
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Initial Certifications 
Rob Arrington    Class of 2025 

 

   2026 Recertifications  
Gale Bacon    Class of 2018 

Pam Bennett    Class of 2019 

Becky Bertoni    Class of 2015 

Brynne Bryan    Class of 2022 

Amy Crook    Class of 2020 

Dale Denton    Class of 2019 

Hilton Dickerson   Class of 2009 

Jerry Hamby    Class of 2014 

Sue Hudiburgh    Class of 2018 

Tom Hudiburgh   Class of 2025 

Scott Kiester    Class of 2003 

Tom Mills     Class of 2014 

Carl Parsons    Class of 2023 

Carl Patrick    Class of 2010 

Kevin Shaw    Class of 2025 

Marissa Shaw    Class of 2023 

John Thomlinson   Class of 2022   

Milestones on next pageé. 
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February  2026 
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Congratulations! 

500 Hour Milestone  

Lori Carroll    Class of 2021 

Dan Lemons   Class of 2022 

Susan Richmond Class of 2024 

Mary Strickland  Class of 2019 

Chris Teves   Class of 2019 

 1500 Hour Milestone  

Rob Blake   Class of 2024 

 1000 Hour Milestone  

Jim Terry   Class of 2017 

 

 

Marilyn Blanton    Class of 1999 

4500 Hour Milestone  4500 Hour Milestone  
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 Field Notes in Focus 
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Stonefly nymph from South Hickory Creek, an indicator of good water quality. 

(Yes, he was released back into the creek!) Photo by Tammie Walters 
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Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phenology Week - a virtual celebration of the seasonal cycles of plants and animals. The 

purpose of Phenology Week is to celebrate YOU, our Elm Fork Chapter Texas Master 

Naturalists, Nature's Notebook observers, Time to Restore Texas program participants, and 

partners! We'll have webinars, awards, daily challenges, observer stories, and more. 

Follow this yearôs Phenology Week 2026 events on a dedicated web page hosted by the USA 

National Phenology Network (USA-NPN) at 

https://www.usanpn.org/news/article/phenology-week-march-16-20-2026. 

Phenology Week is held annually in conjunction with the Vernal Equinox. The Vernal Equinox is a 

moment when nature seems to take a deep, refreshing breath. On March 20, 2026, daylight and 

darkness will start sharing the hours equally, signaling the official shift from winterôs chill to springôs 

warmth. Across the state, wildflowers like bluebonnets and Indian paintbrushes begin to blanket fields, 

and the air carries the soft scent of new growth. The equinox often feels like an invitation to step 

outsideðwhether itôs for a hike at the Ray Roberts Lake State Park, a picnic under budding post oak 

trees of Green Acres Farm Memorial Park or simply enjoying the longer evenings at the Lake Lewisville 

Environmental Learning Area (LLELA). Itôs a season of renewal, balance, and the promise of brighter 

days ahead.  

These training events complement the Elm Fork Chapter Project P250213 - Phenology with Nature's 

Notebook and the Time to Restore - Texas project's. These projects focus on priority nectar plants for 

pollinators. 

Please note there will be a major software update to Nature's Notebook this year which will make the 

application easier to use on a mobile device and allow users to progress from Beginner to Intermediate 

to Advanced Phenology Observer as their knowledge, skills, and experience grow. The Thursday, 

March 19 session at 1 p.m. CT will provide an overview of the NEW Nature's Notebook Mobile App 

features and functions. 

The Thursday, March 19 at 1 p.m. CT presentation of the NEW Nature's Notebook Mobile App will also 

complement the upcoming Time to Restore - Texas training session scheduled for April 1, 2026 from 

6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

For any questions, contact Tom Kirwan through the Membership Directory. 

https://www.usanpn.org/news/article/phenology-week-march-16-20-2026


мм 

 

 Nature's Notebook/Time to Restore - 

Texas Phenology Training  
Wednesday, April 1st, 2026 

6:30 p.m. ð 8:00 p.m. 

Interested in becoming a Natureôs Notebook observer? Our next online virtual live training ZOOM 

session will be April 1, 2026, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. CDT. Please register in advance at https://

arizona.zoom.us/meeting/register/Fca4vzmFRsCyC6gMhXmRUA#/registration. Upon registration, you 

will receive an email providing you with a link and password for the class. 
 

Elm Fork Chapter Approved Advanced Training (AT) hours are available for first-time attendees. If you 

have already attended this initial training session, you can still log AT hours and become a certified 

observer by completing the online Observer Certification Course found on your Observation Deck in 

your Natureôs Notebook application. The Course is our primary training resource and covers the basics 

on setting up sites, selecting plants and animals to observe, collecting data with the mobile app, an in-

depth look at the plant and animal phenophases and intensity measures, and a chance to practice 

making observations. 
 

Upon successful completion of the course, you will become an official Nature's Notebook Certified 

Observer. You will receive a completion certificate, a badge for your Observation Deck, and you will be 

tagged in the Nature's Notebook database as a Certified Observer.  

For more information, contact Tom Kirwan through the Membership Directory. 
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Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

 

 

Enjoy learning about improving water quality, water quantity, conservation practices, water 
law, and aquatic habitats. Join us throughout the year for FREE.  

¶ Wednesday, April 15th, 6:30-7:30 p.m.  

* 21st Century Texas: Climate, water, science, and society 

* Jay Banner, Professor & Director at Jackson School of Geosciences - The University of Texas at 

Austin 

* Register 

Visit the Texas Waters webpage for information on becoming a certified Texas Waters Specialist and 

view recorded webinars from 2017-2023.  

*Note: Texas Water Webinars AT: Texas Waters Certification Training 

https://arizona.zoom.us/meeting/register/Fca4vzmFRsCyC6gMhXmRUA#/registration
https://arizona.zoom.us/meeting/register/Fca4vzmFRsCyC6gMhXmRUA#/registration
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/183046048804850773
https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-education/texaswatersprogram?utm_campaign=govdelivery-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-education/texaswatersprogram/texaswatersspecialist?utm_campaign=govdelivery-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

Learn how to use the iNaturalist app to document the plants, birds, insects, and animals 

that call Green Acres home. If you download the iNaturalist app and create an account 

ahead of time, you can start observing sooner! Our entries count toward the 2026 

iNaturalist City Nature Challenge. 

This program is part of the H-E-B Pollinators for Texas 2025 grant Green Acres is the Place to BEE. 

Click HERE for more information 

https://city-of-coppell.dcatalog.com/v/Coppell-Community-Experiences-WinterSpring-2026/?page=16
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Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

For questions, contact Scott Kiester through the Membership Directory. 
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Inside Outside News 
Volunteer Opportunities  

Outreach at Carrollton Earth Day Celebration  

Saturday, April 18th, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Josey Ranch Lake Library 

1700 Keller Springs Rd 

Carrollton, TX 75006  
 

TMN ï Elm Fork Chapter will staff a "Show and Tell" table at this event. Volunteers SHOW visitors animal 

pelts, fossils, and other touchables, and TELL them about TMN, and what citizens can do to protect the 

local Texas environment. No experience necessary, but it helps if you enjoy talking! This is a great 

opportunity for recently-certified chapter members to log VMS hours. TMN, EFC or nature-related attire 

is encouraged. WEAR YOUR EFC NAMETAG! 

Event website: https://www.cityofcarrollton.com/about-us/calendar/special-events/earth-day  

Signup link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090444AEAA2CA7FC1-62453545-efcoutreach  

(Note: The sign-up starts one hour before and extends one hour after the event time, to allow time to set 

up and take down our materials. There are two slots ï you can sign up for one or both!) 

If this opportunity interests you but you are not available, watch for information about upcoming 

Outreach events ï there will be several more this spring, and several again in the fall.  

https://webmail.centurylink.net/app/Utilities/gateway_url.asp?umsgid=%7Be6e14897-76ec-4876-95fa-4f873656f0d4%7D&uurl=https%3A//www.cityofcarrollton.com/about-us/calendar/special-events/earth-day
https://webmail.centurylink.net/app/Utilities/gateway_url.asp?umsgid=%7Be6e14897-76ec-4876-95fa-4f873656f0d4%7D&uurl=https%3A//www.signupgenius.com/go/4090444AEAA2CA7FC1-62453545-efcoutreach

