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House Finch (Haemorhous 

mexicanus) puffed up from the cold, 

by Bryan Lewis 
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Donôt have time to read this monthôs issue of  

Naturalist News? Then click the box below to 

Stream our newsletter in audio format, 

featuring the voice of Teri Schnaubelt.  

Spring is  
Just  

Around  
the Corner! 

Snowy trail at CCNHC,  
by Carl Malmberg 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/stream-naturalist-news/id1737022625
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Phenology Week - a virtual celebration of the seasonal cycles of plants and animals. The 

purpose of Phenology Week is to celebrate YOU, our Elm Fork Chapter Texas Master 

Naturalists, Nature's Notebook observers, Time to Restore Texas program participants, and 

partners!  We'll have webinars, awards, daily challenges, observer stories, and more.  

Follow this yearôs Phenology Week 2026 events at 

https://usanpn.org/news/article/phenology-week-march-16-20-2026 

mailto:cchastain@cityoflewisville.com
https://usanpn.org/news/article/phenology-week-march-16-20-2026
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings  

February Chapter Meeting and Presentations 
Thursday, February 19th, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse  Å  3rd Floor Conference Room 

1 Courthouse Dr.  Å  Denton, TX 76208 

Annual Awards Presentation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Presentation: 

Whatôs New with Denton Urban Forestry  
By Haywood Morgan, Jr. 

Urban Forester City of Denton  

With nearly three decades of urban forestry 

experience, Haywood Morgan enjoys teaching 

volunteers about trees. Morgan is responsible for the 

implementation of the City of Dentonôs Urban Forest 

Master Plan and all issues involving the management 

and maintenance of trees in his domain. 

Morgan holds a bachelorôs degree in urban forestry 

from Southern University and A&M College in Baton 

Rouge, Louisiana, and is a graduate of the Municipal 

Forestry Institute. He serves as vice president of the 

board of directors of the Texas Chapter of the 

International Society of Arboriculture and chairs its 

Education Committee, Outreach Committee and 

Urban Forestry Track Committee for the annual Texas 

Tree Conference.  

Image from  

kjpargeter / Freepik 
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings  

March Chapter Meeting and Presentation 
Thursday, March 19th, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse  Å  3rd Floor Conference Room 

1 Courthouse Dr.  Å  Denton, TX 76208 

 

Municipal Mutualism: Creating Win-Win Relationships 

with our Communities  
By Rick Travis 

A personal narrative reviewing the steps taken over the past several years to develop a 

strong, productive, and trusting relationship between the Blackland Prairie Chapter and the 

Parks Department in Frisco, TX. This discussion will include examples of the significant 

positive impact this relationship has had on the inclusion of natural areas in the planning and 

design of parkland, as well as increasing chapter involvement in other education/restoration/

conservation efforts within the city.  

Rick owns a Bachelorsô Degree in Forest Management and an MBA, both from Stephen F. 

Austin State University. With retirement from his business career, Rick is fulfilling a long-

deferred desire for involvement in the environmental sciences. He is an active member of 

the Blackland Prairie Master Naturalist Chapter and served as Chapter President from 2022 

through 2025. Rick is also a member of Friscoôs Natural Resources Advisory Board and 

works closely with Frisco Parks on multiple projects within the city. He is a volunteer trail 

guide at the Heard Wildlife Sanctuary, Plano Parks and Trails, and Frisco Parks and Trails 

and serves as the Forest Ecology instructor for the Blackland Prairie Chapter and 

neighboring Master Naturalist chaptersô training programs in the DFW area.  
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings  

April Chapter Meeting and Presentation 
Thursday, April 16th, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse  Å  3rd Floor Conference Room 

1 Courthouse Dr.  Å  Denton, TX 76208 

 

Miles and Miles of Texas: 

My Visit-Every-State-Park Retirement Adventure   
By Suzanne Tuttle 

 
Suzanne Tuttle is a plant ecologist who retired in 

2016 as Manager of the Fort Worth Nature Center 

& Refuge after a 23-year career at the park. She 

holds a Bachelorôs degree in Biology from UT 

Arlington and an Associate of Applied Science 

degree in Horticulture from Tarrant County Junior 

College (now TCC). 

Suzanne has taught training classes for various 

North Texas chapters of the Texas Master 

Naturalist program since 1999 and helped found 

the Cross Timbers Chapter. 

Her first retirement project was to visit every Texas 

State Park and State Natural Area. The COVID 

pandemic slowed her progress for a couple of 

years, but she joyfully completed her quest on 

October 22, 2022 at Palmetto State Park near San 

Antonio. This presentation touches on her 

adventures and the insights she gained on her 

multi-year quest. 

.  
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Awards and Recognition 
January 2026 
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Initial Certifications 
Clint Cassel    Class of 2025 

Sarah Pogue    Class of 2025 

   2026 Recertifications  
Leonard Chochrek   Class of 2019 

Andrea Dixon    Class of 2023 

Robin Franks    Class of 2025 

Mary Morrow    Class of 2014 

Sue Yost     Class of 2017   

   2025 Recertifications  
Yvonne Berry    Class of 2023 

Milestones on next pageé. 

Congratulations! 
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250 Hour Milestone  
Kevin Shaw   Class of 2025 

Congratulations! 

500 Hour Milestone  

Patricia Kelly   Class of 2019 

 1500 Hour Milestone  

Toni Benjamin   Class of 2015 

 

 

Becky Bertoni  Class of 2015 

5000 Hour Milestone  5000 Hour Milestone  
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 White-throated Sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis) at CCNHC, by Carl Malmberg 
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Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

Thursday, February 26th 

8:30 am ð 4:00 pm 

Hurst Conference Center 

1601 Campus Dr, Hurst, TX 76054  

 
Sponsored by the Cross Timbers Urban Forestry 

Council, this year the conferenceôs focus is on soils.  

 

For more information and to register, go to: 

Conference | Cross Timbers Urban Forestry Council  

SPRING 
SYMPOSIUM 

**** IN PERSON OR VIRTUAL **** 

Saturday, February 28th, 2026 

10:00 am ð 3:00 pm 

Tours from 3:15 pm ð 3:45 pm  

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center or Streamed Live 

4801 La Crosse Ave, Austin, TX 78739  

 

Click here for more information and to register: 

2026 Spring Symposium - Native Plant Society of Texas  

 

https://ctufc.org/conference/
https://www.npsot.org/our-work/symposium/2026-spring-symposium/
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Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

To see more Coppell Community Experiences, click here:  

Coppell Community Experiences Winter/Spring 2026  

First Signs of Spring Hike 

Saturday, March 7, 2026 

Coppell Nature Park 

367 Freeport Pkwy 

Coppell, TX 75019 
 

As we hike through Coppell Nature Park's prairies 

and cross timbers forest, we will look for the first 

signs of spring. What are the first trees to bloom in 

the forests? Which of the prairie's flowering plants 

are in bloom? 
 

Led by a master naturalist, families are welcome. Children under 16 

must be accompanied by an adult. Meet at the Biodiversity Education 

Center office.  

For information contact Josh Carlos at joshua.carlos@coppelltx.gov  

https://city-of-coppell.dcatalog.com/v/Coppell-Community-Experiences-WinterSpring-2026/?page=16
mailto:joshua.carlos@coppelltx.gov
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Inside Outside News 
Advanced Training  

Nature's Notebook/Time to Restore - 

Texas Phenology Training  
Wednesday, April 1st, 2026 

6:30 pm ð 8:30 pm 

Interested in becoming a Natureôs Notebook observer? Our next online virtual live training ZOOM ses-

sion will be April 1, 2026, from 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM CDT. Please register in advance at https://

arizona.zoom.us/meeting/register/Fca4vzmFRsCyC6gMhXmRUA#/registration. Upon registration, you 

will receive an email providing you with a link and password for the class. 
 

Elm Fork Chapter Approved Advanced Training (AT) hours are available for first-time attendees. If you 

have already attended this initial training session, you can still log AT hours and become a certified ob-

server by completing the online Observer Certification Course found on your Observation Deck in your 

Natureôs Notebook application. The Course is our primary training resource and covers the basics on 

setting up sites, selecting plants and animals to observe, collecting data with the mobile app, an in-

depth look at the plant and animal phenophases and intensity measures, and a chance to practice mak-

ing observations. 
 

Upon successful completion of the course, you will become an official Nature's Notebook Certified Ob-

server. You will receive a completion certificate, a badge for your Observation Deck, and you will be 

tagged in the Nature's Notebook database as a Certified Observer.  

For more information, contact Tom Kirwan through the Membership Directory. 


