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On the Cover:  

Bryan Lewisôs photograph of a 

Southern Plains bumble bee 

(Bombus fraternus) on green 

milkweed (Asclepias viridis).  

 

The Southern Plains bumble bee 

is being considered for federal 

protection under the U.S. 

Endangered Species Act. 
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Purple paintbrush (Castilleja purpurea), 

by Tammie Walters 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asclepias_viridis
https://www.xerces.org/blog/southern-plains-bumble-bee-is-one-step-closer-to-federal-protection
https://www.xerces.org/blog/southern-plains-bumble-bee-is-one-step-closer-to-federal-protection
https://www.xerces.org/blog/southern-plains-bumble-bee-is-one-step-closer-to-federal-protection
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We Love Advanced Training Hoursé 

Just Make Sure They Are Approved First 

 

We all need at least eight hours of advanced training (AT) to get initially 

certified or to receive our annual re-certification. But, those wonderful AT 

hours just don't magically appear. Members find opportunities. But, those 

opportunities need to be preapproved by our AT Committee before we can 

participate and log them into VMS. If you have an opportunity, request 

approval for AT hours by submitting the AT Approval Form. The AT 

Committee will review and approve (or ask questions for clarification), and 

will then send their approval with instructions to the Communications 

Committee to share with members, so members will know what's available 

for AT and how to enter the hours into VMS (Chapter Approved or Project 

Specific Approved). 

First, visit the chapter's webpage, Activities tab, then Advanced Training. 

Click on AT Approval Request Form. Allow two weeksô notice if possible and 

complete the form. 

Additionally, if you scroll to the bottom of the Advanced Training page, you 

will see a list of "ONGOING AT OPPORTUNITIES." As these AT 

opportunities are preapproved, you do not need to submit an AT Approval 

Request Form for AT opportunities falling into any of these categories. 

Finally, whether the AT opportunity hours you are interested in fall under 

"Chapter Approved AT" or "Project Specific AT," the AT opportunity must be 

approved. Typically, "Project Specific AT" will be submitted by a Project 

Manager for approval. 

The AT Committee will take it from there. It's that simple. For more 

information about Advanced Training and the AT approval process, feel free 

to reach out to the AT Committee at AT@efctmn.org. 

https://txmn.org/elmfork/staying-connected/advancedtraining/
https://txmn.org/elmfork/request-for-approval-of-at/
https://txmn.org/elmfork/staying-connected/advancedtraining/
mailto:AT@efctmn.org
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Announcements 
Interested in the Texas Stream Team? 

Advanced Environmental Monitoring Training with Dr. Kelly Albus 

Saturday, June 28th 

8:00 AMð12:00 PM 

River Bend Nature Center  

Wichita Falls, TX 

Are you interested in attending an advanced water monitoring training with Adam Berglund and 

support from Dr. Kelly Albus? Please communicate your interest to Katey Pirot through the 

Membership Directory. 

Dr. Albus has been pushing for this event to happen because there are several teachers and 

TMN members in the area that are interested in advanced water training, and that would benefit 

her research. Adam is going to be leading the training, but Dr. Albus will be present. She is also 

going to offer a tampling/optical brightener water quality test after the advanced training for 

anyone that would like to observe/participate. Additional information can be found at 

www.meadowscenter.txst.edu/leadership/texasstreamteam. 

*Please note! Standard Core Stream Team training must be completed prior to attending the 

advanced training on June 28th. 

Feel free to contact Katey for more information. For assistance finding a Standard Core training 

opportunity, contact Katey or Tammie Walters through the Membership Directory. 

https://www.meadowscenter.txst.edu/leadership/texasstreamteam.html
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Chapter Meeting and Presentation 

Thursday, May 15
th
, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Denton County Southwest Courthouse   

6200 Canyon Falls Dr.  Å  Flower Mound, TX 76226 
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What Happens Next  

This Monthôs Presentation (via Zoom): 

Wolves of the Sky: 

Harrisô Hawk Sociality in Southern Texas  

By Brooke Poplin, MS Biology Candidate, UNT  

The University of North Texas (UNT) Harris' Hawk research team has begun research 

aiming to unveil the secrets of sociality in these majestic raptors. Recent findings have 

revealed that more than half of all Harrisô Hawk nesting groups in south Texas consist of 

three or more individuals, engaging cooperative breeding and in dramatic cooperative 

hunts. In pursuit of a deeper understanding, our team has deployed VHF radio transmitters 

in 2023 to study these remarkable groups throughout the valley in both urban and natural 

habitats.  

This presentation will describe how we capture, mark, and observe Harrisô Hawks, then 

delve into the results regarding how habitat complexity affects sociality of these special 

raptors. This research has broader implications for our knowledge of raptor behavior and 

the role of sociality in avian populations. Our discoveries offer valuable insights into the 

adaptability of Harrisô Hawks and how their social structure contributes to their thriving 

presence in the harsh south Texas environment.  

 

Brooke Poplin is a graduate student from the 

University of North Texas pursuing her Biology M.S. 

For her masterôs thesis, she is studying the social 

behavior of Harrisô Hawks in the Rio Grande Valley 

using VHF radio transmitters in conjunction with 

direct behavioral observations. Brooke has been 

interested in ornithology since her early undergrad 

days as she became involved with multiple avian 

research projects in north Texas. Her ultimate career 

goal is to pursue a career as a raptor biologist, one 

day becoming a professor. 
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Awards and Recognition 
April 2025  
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Initial Certifications  
Greg Chadwick  Class of 2024 

Lisa Lee    Class of 2024 

Sue Ridnour   Class of 2024 

Sarah Zaidi   Class of 2024 

2025 Recertifications 
Mindy Anderson   Class of 2015 

Rob Blake     Class of 2024 

Penny Cooley    Class of 2024 

Delia Croessmann   Class of 2024 

Amy Crook    Class of 2020 

Dale Denton    Class of 2019 

Deborah Driver   Class of 2023 

Jane Duke     Class of 2009 

Larry Duncan    Class of 2018 

Mike Hatch    Class of 2014 

Karen Kearns    Class of 2022 

Kerry Kearns    Class of 2024 

Tom Kirwan    Class of 2024 

Dan Lemons    Class of 2022 

Brenda McCoy    Class of 2023 

Nancy McWhorter   Class of 2023 

Susan Pohlen    Class of 2007 

Susan Richmond   Class of 2024 
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2025 Recertifications (cont.) 
Sherry Smith    Class of 2024 

Tammie Walters   Class of 2020 

Kathy Webb    Class of 2017 

Kathryn Wells    Class of 2017 

250 Hour Milestone  
Kerry Kearns   Class of 2024 

1000 Hour Milestone  
Kere Post   Class of 2020 

500 Hour Milestone  
Stephen Carroll  Class of 2021 

Karen Jamieson  Class of 2017 

Milestones 

4500 Hour Milestone  
Jerry Hamby  Class of 2014 
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Star Milkvine (Matelea biflora), also known as Purple Milkweed Vine. 

Found at Green Acres by Cindy Peirce, this plant was previously rescued from 

Harlington during the pandemic. Photo by Becky Bertoni. 


