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Announcements 

 

 

We Love Advanced Training Hoursé 

Just Make Sure They Are Approved First 

 

We all need at least eight hours of advanced training (AT) to get initially 

certified or to receive our annual re-certification. But, those wonderful AT 

hours just don't magically appear. Members find opportunities. But, those 

opportunities need to be preapproved by our AT Committee before we can 

participate and log them into VMS. If you have an opportunity, request 

approval for AT hours by submitting the AT Approval Form. The AT 

Committee will review and approve (or ask questions for clarification), and 

will then send their approval with instructions to the Communications 

Committee to share with members, so members will know what's available 

for AT and how to enter the hours into VMS (Chapter Approved or Project 

Specific Approved). 

First, visit the chapter's webpage, Activities tab, then Advanced Training. 

Click on AT Approval Request Form. Allow two weeks notice if possible and 

complete the form. 

Additionally, if you scroll to the bottom of the Advanced Training page, you 

will see a list of "ONGOING AT OPPORTUNITIES." As these AT 

opportunities are preapproved, you do not need to submit an AT Approval 

Request Form for AT opportunities falling into any of these categories. 

Finally, whether the AT opportunity hours you are interested in fall under 

"Chapter Approved AT" or "Project Specific AT," the AT opportunity must be 

approved. Typically, "Project Specific AT" will be submitted by a Project 

Manager for approval. 

The AT Committee will take it from there. It's that simple. For more 

information about Advanced Training and the AT approval process, feel free 

to reach out to the AT Committee at AT@efctmn.org. 

https://txmn.org/elmfork/staying-connected/advancedtraining/
https://txmn.org/elmfork/request-for-approval-of-at/
https://txmn.org/elmfork/staying-connected/advancedtraining/
mailto:AT@efctmn.org
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Announcements 

Members can now report service time in VMS for travel to and from each monthly chapter 

meeting not to exceed the chapter business portion of the chapter meeting. Example: if the 

chapter business portion is one hour, members can also include travel time up to one hour. As 

usual, service for attending the monthly chapter meeting is reported in VMS under "Chapter 

Administrative Work," Chapter Administration: "Chapter Meeting." 

 

Attn: Project Managers 

 

Limited Table Space Available for Projects During the 2025 Projects Showcase 

  

Project Managers...if you would like to have a table at this year's Projects Showcase on 

Thursday, July 17
th
, please click on the link to reserve your space. The Projects Showcase 

Manager will follow up with you regarding your table reservation and set up details. 

 

Special note: Reservations will be accepted until June 1st or until all tables are reserved. 

 

Link: https://txmn.org/elmfork/2025-projects-showcase-table-reservation/ 

https://txmn.org/elmfork/2025-projects-showcase-table-reservation/
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Announcements 

Join City of Carrollton Parks and Recreation for a celebration of the night sky for 

International Dark Sky Week. Learn about light pollution, the importance of going 

lights out for wildlife, participate in space themed activities, and join us for a night 

hike around Elm Fork Nature Preserve at 8 pm.  

Night Sky Celebration | Parks & Recreation Calendar | City of Carrollton, TX  

https://www.cityofcarrollton.com/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/49481/1501?curm=4&cury=2025
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Chapter Meeting and Presentation 

Thursday, April 17
th
, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse  Å  3rd Floor Conference Room 

1 Courthouse Dr.  Å  Denton, TX 76208 
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What Happens Next  

This Monthôs Presentation (via Zoom): 

Protecting Texas Pollinators: 

Conservation Strategies for the Lone Star State   
By Hannah L. Gray, PhD 

 

Join us for an engaging talk on the conservation of Texas' 

vital pollinators with an emphasis on native bees. Learn 

about the challenges they face and efforts at Texas Parks 

and Wildlife Department to improve pollinator outcomes. 

We'll explore the major groups of native bees, and their 

habitat needs. Then we'll explore ways to get involved in 

citizen science projects to help us monitor the state of 

Texas bees 

 

Left: Photograph of Sonoran bumble bee, (Bombus 

sonorous), on purple coneflower 

 

 

Hannah is a Pollinator and Invertebrate Biologist with 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. Hannah is a 

Midwestern transplant who is falling in love with the 

diverse flora and fauna of Texas. Before joining TPWD, 

she spent 4 years at the University of Texas working on 

beneficial arthropod conservation in High Plains 

agroecosystems. She earned a Ph.D. in Entomology from 

the University of Minnesota where she assessed how local 

management and geographic context influence insect-

mediated control of pests. 
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Awards and Recognition 
March 2025 
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Initial Certifications  
Penny Cooley   Class of 2024 

Cindy Jones   Class of 2024 

Monica Kelley   Class of 2024 

Kelly Ring    Class of 2024 

Lee Watson   Class of 2024 

Ashlyn Wine   Class of 2024 

2025 Recertifications 
Gale Bacon    Class of 2018 

Sharon Barr    Class of 2008 

Barbara Beane    Class of 2018 

Toni Benjamin    Class of 2015 

Mary Cissell    Class of 2015 

Regina Dale    Class of 2019 

Troy Dale     Class of 2020 

Cathy Griesbaum   Class of 2023 

Susan Hamby    Class of 2022 

Sue Hudiburgh    Class of 2018 

Karen Jamieson   Class of 2017 

Jim Kennedy    Class of 2024 

Denver Kramer   Class of 2018 

Sandy LaQuey    Class of 2019 

More recertifications on 

the next page! 
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2025 Recertifications (cont.) 
Brenda Martin    Class of 2023 

Dale Meyer    Class of 2011 

Abigail Miller    Class of 2003 

Katey Pirot    Class of 2024 

Chryl Prestemon   Class of 2020 

Ginny Richards   Class of 2022 

Deb Rogstad    Class of 2024 

Elise Spain    Class of 2017 

Diane Wetherbee   Class of 2000 

Kim Wootton    Class of 2017 

250 Hour Milestone  
Tyler Leverenz   Class of 2022 

Clarissa Molina  Class of 2020 

500 Hour Milestone  
Rob Blake    Class of 2024 

 

Milestones 

More milestones on the 

next page! 
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1000 Hour Milestone  
Samra (Sam) Bufkins Class of 2023 

Marissa Shaw  Class of 2023 

Kim Wootton   Class of 2017 

1500 Hour Milestone  
Tammie Walters   Class of 2020 

4000 Hour Milestone  
Adelaide Bodnar  Class of 2007 

 

 

Carl Patrick  Class of 2010 

7000 Hour Milestone  7000 Hour Milestone  

Congratulations! 
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Nine-banded armadillo (Dasypus novemcinctus), by Marissa Shaw 
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Inside Outside News 
Approved AT  

 

 

 

Enjoy learning about improving water quality, water quantity, conservation practices, water law, 
and aquatic habitats. Join us throughout the year for FREE.  

Wednesday, May 14 @ 6:30-7:30 PM CT - Dr. Benjamin Hutchins, Assistant Director & 
Groundwater Ecologist with Edwards Aquifer Research and Data Center & TRIAGE ï Texas 
State University 

¶ Dark Waters, Strange Creatures: Amazing Life in Texas Groundwater 

¶ Register 

Tuesday, June 17 @ 6:30-7:30 PM CT - Kelly (Hibbeler) Albus, Research Scientist with Texas 
Water Resources Instituteôs Urban Water Team at the Texas A&M AgriLife Research and 
Extension Center at Dallas  

¶ Texas WET (Water Education Training) Course: New (Online) Advanced Training Course 
for Master Volunteers 

¶ Register 

Visit the Texas Waters webpage for information on becoming a certified Texas Waters Specialist 

and view recorded webinars from 2017-2023.  

*Note: Texas Water Webinars AT: Texas Waters Certification Training 

Standard Core Water Quality Training  
Saturday, April 19, 2025, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm  

Trinity River Audubon Center 

6500 S. Great Trinity Forest Way, Dallas, TX. 75217  

Texas Stream Team Standard Core training with the City of Dallas Stream Team. 

Standard Core monitoring involves performing tests for parameters of conductivity, dissolved 

oxygen, pH, total depth, water and air temperature, and water transparency using wet 

chemistry kit & observations while in the field; some fine motor control & vision is necessary to 

participate. 

We will learn indoors, outdoors, and along shorelines, so please come prepared for the 

environment & weather! Training locations are generally accessible but may require 

participants to move over dirt track, trail, & shorelines. All locations have free parking within a 

3-10 minute walk from our initial meeting location. 

To find out more information or reserve a spot, you must contact: 

Samonia Mosley: sam.mosley@dallascityhall.com  

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6100412012826351195
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3600729501685373789
https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-education/texaswatersprogram?utm_campaign=govdelivery-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-education/texaswatersprogram/texaswatersspecialist?utm_campaign=govdelivery-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

