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Field Pansy (Viola bicolor), from Becky Bertoni  
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Announcements 

 

Members can now report service time in VMS for travel to and from each 

monthly chapter meeting not to exceed the chapter business portion of the 

chapter meeting. Example: if the chapter business portion is one hour, 

members can also include travel time up to one hour. As usual, service for 

attending the monthly chapter meeting is reported in VMS under "Chapter 

Administrative Work," Chapter Administration: "Chapter Meeting." 
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Chapter Meeting and Presentation 

Thursday, March 20
th
, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse  Å  3rd Floor Conference Room 

1 Courthouse Dr.  Å  Denton, TX 76208 
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What Happens Next  

This Monthôs Presentation: 

The Trinity River: The Watery Tie that Binds North Texas 
By Amy Martin  
 

There is only one river in North Texas: the Trinity. Once rejected and forgotten, paid 

attention to only when it floods, the Trinity is transforming from a place of refuse to refuge. 

First, a short romp through our river follies, like when the West Fork was called River of 

Death and the insane attempts to turn the river into a barge canal. Then weôll take a tour of 

the Trinityôs four forksðClear, East, Elm, and Westðexploring each oneôs unique 

characteristics, plus the nature preserves and attractions they are home to. Learn why the 

Elm Fork is the absolute heart of the Trinity. This riverine network is home to the Trinity 

River Paddling Trail, a National Park Service recreation trail with over 120 miles of floating 

fun.  

 

A journalist and writer for over 40 years, Amy Martin 

is the author of Wild DFW: Explore the Amazing 

Nature Around Dallas-Fort Worth (www.Wild-

DFW.com) on Timber Press, a phenomenally popular 

book in North Texas.  She also wrote Itchy Business: 

How to Treat the Poison Ivy and Poison Oak Rash, 

Prevent Exposure and Eradicate the Plant 

(www.Itchy.biz). She is senior features writer for 

Green Source DFW (www.GreenSourceDFW.org).  

A current project is Ned Fritz Legacy, a biographical 

website of Ned Fritz, Texas' most famous 

environmentalist (www.nedfritz.com). Find her 

writings at www.Moonlady.com. Martin sits on the 

boards of Dallas County Open Space's Trails and 

Preserves Program (https://www.dallascounty.org/departments/plandev/openspaces) and 

Friends of Lewisville Lake Environmental Learning Area (www.FriendsofLLELA.org).  

http://www.Wild-DFW.com
http://www.Wild-DFW.com
http://www.Itchy.biz
http://www.GreenSourceDFW.org
https://nedfritz.com/
http://www.Moonlady.com
https://www.dallascounty.org/departments/plandev/openspaces
http://www.FriendsofLLELA.org
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Awards and Recognition 
February 2025 
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Initial Certifications  
Delia Croessmann  Class of 2024 

Seylah Williams  Class of 2024 

2025 Recertifications 
Abigail Beck    Class of 2023 

Becky Bertoni   Class of 2015 

Sharon Betty    Class of 2018 

Marilyn Blanton   Class of 1999 

Leonard Chochrek  Class of 2019 

Hilton Dickerson   Class of 2009 

Whit Dieterich   Class of 2022 

Jeanne Erickson   Class of 1998 

Jim Gerber    Class of 2019 

Jerry Hamby    Class of 2014 

Lin Hampton    Class of 2022 

Vin Merrill    Class of 2011 

Tom Mills     Class of 2014 

Carl Parsons    Class of 2023 

Marissa Shaw   Class of 2023 

Fran Witte    Class of 2017 

Sue Yost     Class of 2017 

Betty Zajac    Class of 2003 
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Awards and Recognition 
February 2025 
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250 Hour Milestone  
Daniel Graves   Class of 2024 

 

3500 Hour Milestone  
Diane Wetherbee  Class of 2000 

 

1000 Hour Milestone  
Andrea Dixon   Class of 2023 

1500 Hour Milestone  
Regina Dale   Class of 2019 

4500 Hour Milestone  
Mary Cissell  Class of 2015 
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Field Notes in Focus 
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Snow geese (Anser caerulescens) at Hagerman National Wildlife Refuge,  

by Jonathan Reynolds 



у 

 

 

March 2025    Naturalist News  

у 

Inside Outside News 
Approved AT  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nature's Notebook Observer Certification Course 
March 20

th
, 2025, 9:00 AM 

The Observer Certification Course provides an orientation to using Nature's Notebook to collect 

data on the timing of plant and animal life cycle events. The course covers the basics on setting 

up sites, selecting plants and animals to observe, collecting data with the mobile app, an in-

depth look at the plant and animal phenophases and intensity measures, and a chance to 

practice making observations. 

Upon successful completion of the course, you will become an official Certified Observer. You 

will receive a completion certificate, a badge for your Observation Deck, and you will be tagged 

in the Nature's Notebook database as a Certified Observer. 

The course consists of five learning modules that are broken into lessons with a quiz at the end 

of each lesson. You must obtain 100% on each quiz to successfully pass each lesson. If you do 

not correctly answer the quiz questions on the first try, you have an unlimited number of 

opportunities to go back and correct your answers to satisfy the 100% requirement. 

You can return to the modules after completion to review the material at any time. 

We hope that the Observer Certification Course helps you to become more confident with your 

Nature's Notebook observations. 

Participants will need to register and set up a profile with National Phenology Network to 

access the learning videos. Visit the USA National Phenology Network at https://usanpn.org/, 

then go to "Observe with Nature's Notebook" > Your Observation Deck> Create New Account" 

The course will then be available at https://learning.usanpn.org/. 

 

This training is supplemental to the ZOOM training we are doing for the Time to Restore project. The 

course is five self-paced on-line modules for a total of 5.5 training hours (Chapter Approved AT-Elm 

Fork). It will allow TMN members to join the Time to Restore project at any time in the future and 

complete the training required to become a Nature's Notebook Certified Observer. Tom Kirwan, Project 

Manager of Time to Restore, is available for 1:1 ZOOM calls to support anyone that wants a mentor to 

help them through the process. Tomôs contact information can be found through the Members Area-

Membership Directory on our website. 

https://usanpn.org/
https://learning.usanpn.org/
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Join us on Zoom for "Spring Green Up." We'll have 5 short presentations on how plants green 

up and will give away lots of DOOR PRIZES! 

¶ How Soil Temperature Dictates Plant Physiological Functions 

¶ How a Grass Grows 

¶ How a Forb Grows 

¶ How a Brush Plant Grows 

¶ What Makes a Plant an Early successional Species 

 

You must register to receive the Zoom link the day before. It's FREE! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PPGreenUP 

Spring Green Up 
Wednesday, March 19th 

10:00 am - 11:30 am 

 

 

 

Enjoy learning about improving water quality, water quantity, conservation practices, water law, 
and aquatic habitats. Join us throughout the year for FREE.  

Wednesday, April 9 @ 6:30-7:30 PM CT - Matt Johnson, Texas Freshwater Mussel 
Conservation and Recovery Coordinator with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

¶ Texas Freshwater Mussels 

¶ Register 

Wednesday, May 14 @ 6:30-7:30 PM CT - Dr. Benjamin Hutchins, Assistant Director & 
Groundwater Ecologist with Edwards Aquifer Research and Data Center & TRIAGE ï Texas 
State University 

¶ Dark Waters, Strange Creatures: Amazing Life in Texas Groundwater 

¶ Register 

Visit the Texas Waters webpage for information on becoming a certified Texas Waters Specialist 

and view recorded webinars from 2017-2023.  

*Note: Texas Water Webinars AT: Texas Waters Certification Training 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PPGreenUP
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2830538098971269212
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6100412012826351195
https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-education/texaswatersprogram?utm_campaign=govdelivery-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-education/texaswatersprogram/texaswatersspecialist?utm_campaign=govdelivery-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Inside Outside News 
Volunteer Opportunity  

March 17-21, 2025 is Phenology Week - a virtual celebration of the seasonal cycles of plants 

and animals. The purpose of Phenology Week is to celebrate YOU, our Nature's Notebook 

observers, Local Phenology Programs, and partners! We'll have webinars, awards, daily 

challenges, observer stories, and more. 

Sign up for Phenology Week emails at 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/sUzxRoW/PhenologyWeek 

Sign up to stay in touch about Phenology Week. We'll send you the schedule for Phenology 

Week webinars and other events as well as daily emails with challenges, observersô stories 

and more. 

Save the dates for Future Phenology Weeks: March 16-20, 2026 

See the Phenology Week website for more information and webinars at 

https://www.usanpn.org/news/article/phenology-week-march-17-21-2025 

 

Contact Tom Kirwan through the Members Area-Membership Directory for more information on 

Phenology Week and the Time to Restore Project, P250213. 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/sUzxRoW/PhenologyWeek
https://www.usanpn.org/news/article/phenology-week-march-17-21-2025
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Inside Outside News 
Volunteer Opportunity  

 5Ŝƴǘƻƴ L{5 {ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ŀȅǎ ŀǘ /ƭŜŀǊ /ǊŜŜƪ 
нс ŘŀȅǎΥ aŀǊŎƘ мтτaŀȅ мо 

±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΧ 
ΦΦΦǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ 
ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΦ 
Χ{ǇǊƛƴƎ нлнр ǎǘŀǝƻƴǎΥ {ƴŀƪŜǎΣ ¢ǳǊǘƭŜǎΣ .ƻōŎŀǘǎΣ hǿƭǎΣ 
IƛƪŜǎΦ 
Χ{ƛƎƴ-ǳǇ ƎŜƴƛǳǎ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΦ 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ 
ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΗ  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ƘƛƪŜ  ƻǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǎǘŀǝƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ 
ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ 5Ŝƴǘƻƴϥǎ нƴŘ ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎΦ CƻǊ ǎƻƳŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŬǊǎǘ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ ²ƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƴŜȄǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴΚ {ƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǊ ŀǎ ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎ ŀǎ 
ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜΦ /ƻƳƳƛǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎŜǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ƻǊ ƳƛȄ ƛǘ ǳǇΦ 
¸ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ƛǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ ²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ 
ȅƻǳ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƳƛƭŜǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǎƭƻǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƛƎƴ¦ǇDŜƴƛǳǎΦ  

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗ bŀƴŎȅ .ƭŀƪƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ .ǊŜƴŘŀ aŀǊǝƴ 
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Inside Outside News 
Volunteer Opportunity  

Isle Du Bois School Field Trip Days 
Isle du Bois Park and Nature Center will be hosting Field Trip Days for several public 

schools on several days over the next 3 months. Please look closely at the dates 

below, then go to the chapter website calendar to click on one of the ñIsle Du Bois 

School Field Trip Daysò and express your interest by emailing Mindy Shumate, Park 

Interpreter. (Mindyôs contact info will be available after clicking on one of the field trip 

days.) 

Mindy will be handling all the arrangements and TMN Volunteer assignments for 

these varying dates. There is no place to sign up for this in signupgenius. Simply 

email Mindy. 

 

Dates 

Wednesday, March 26
th
 

9:15 AM to 3:00 PM 

 

Friday, April 11
th
 

9:15 AM to 3:00 PM 

 

Wednesday, April 30
th
 

9:15 AM to 3:00 PM 

 

Thursday, May 1
st
 

9:15 AM to 3:00 PM 

 

Wednesday, May 7
th
 

9:15 AM to 3:00 PM 

(In case of bad weather, 

the date will be changed to 

Thursday, May 8
th
) 
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Inside Outside News 
Volunteer Opportunity  

 

 

 

DFW SPRING 2025 VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 

1.  Medlin Middle School + Northwest ISD + Expedition: 

  a. Main Date: Thu, March 27th, 2025 

  b. Bad Weather Make-Up Date: Mon, March 31st, 2025 

  c. Location: Northwest ISD Outdoor Learning Center 

   i. 7773 Mulkey Rd, Northlake, TX 76247 

   ii. https://maps.app.goo.gl/wCvMrPHtufsfTWP77 

 

2.  Marsh Prep Academy + Dallas ISD + Expedition: 

  a. Main Date: Tue, April 8th, 2025 

  b. Bad Weather Date: Tue, April 29th, 2025 

  c. Location: Lake Lewisville Environmental Learning Area 

   i. 201 E Jones St, Lewisville, TX 75057 

   ii. https://maps.app.goo.gl/7HYmbiuBuHYjiS5GA 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Nine concurrently running stations 

centered around land, water & 

wildlife activities 

¶ TWA provides all materials and 

training/talking points for each 

station. 

¶ Volunteers Receive: 

ß A free one year membership to the 

Texas Wildlife Association. 

ß Lunch during the field day 

ß Volunteer hours 

¶ Contact Gene Cooper to find out 

more: gcooper@texas-wildlife.org  

945-227-5350.  

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/NISD+Outdoor+Learning+Center/@33.0833362,-97.2692329,16.53z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x864dc57d3e4f108b:0x6502e345870bf507!8m2!3d33.082101!4d-97.2668376!16s%2Fg%2F11hc_9xq3s?authuser=0&entry=tts
https://www.google.com/maps/place/LLELA+Nature+Preserve/@33.0626778,-96.9940671,16z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x864c31ff50c6bf73:0x9d531440da7e0b1c!8m2!3d33.0638972!4d-96.9922426!16s%2Fg%2F1td7j3zg!5m1!1e1?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDMwNC4wIKXMDSoJLDEwMjExNDUzSAFQAw%3D
mailto:gcooper@texas-wildlife.org

