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Loblolly Pine (Pinus taeda), by Marissa Shaw 

On the cover, here,  

and to the right... 

Known at Ray Roberts Lake as the 
Lost  Pines, these pines were first 
planted about 1950 and they have 
done very well.   

From www.cityofdenton.com 
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Denton Becomes a Texas Bird City  

From Clay Thurmond 

 

After several years of applications and work, Denton finally 

became recognized as Bird City by Bird City, Texas, a 

cooperative program between Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Department, Texas Audubon and applicant municipalities. 

The City of Denton Environmental Services and 

Sustainability Department led the effort with the support of 

UNT, TWU, Texas Master Naturalist Elm Fork Chapter, 

Denton Parks and Recreation, Denton Municipal Electric, 

Animal Services, and Denton Public Libraries. Clear Creek 

helped significantly through educational events and the bird 

walks. 

 

One of the requisites for certification is controlling the feral 

cat population, a task tantamount to controlling feral hogs. 

But did you know that Denton already had a leash ordinance 

for cats even before Bird City? Yep. Animal Services has 

been working on this for a long time and will continue to do 

so. UNT's Bird Campus Committee also helped in tabling at events and educating on the impact of 

urban lighting on bird migration, complete with examples of bird strike casualties from around 

campus.  

 

On the Elm Fork Chapter side, Scott Kiester and Clay were on the Denton Bird City citizens 

committee. Karen McGraw spoke on Lights Out and Scott offered several talks.  Scott's 10 year 

service in leading bird walks gave some weight to ongoing public outreach which is a factor in initial 

and re-certification.  

 

Thanks and congratulations to all who worked to attain the Bird City designation. Denton joins Dallas 

and Cedar Hill as 1 of 15 municipalities in Texas with that designation. 
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Announcements 

 

https://tpwd.texas.gov/wildlife/birding/bird-city-texas 

https://tpwd.texas.gov/wildlife/birding/bird-city-texas
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Awards and Recognition 
December 2024 & January 2025 
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2024 Recertifications 
Janet Gershenfeld  Class of 2005 

Michael Martin   Class of 2023 

Katherine Vargas   Class of 2022 

Initial Certifications  
Sherry Smith   Class of 2024 

Janay Tieken   Class of 2024 

 
 

Scott Kiester     Class of 2003 
 

8000 Hour Milestone  8000 Hour Milestone  

2025 Recertifications 
Pam Bennet    Class of 2019 

Samra (Sam) Bufkins  Class of 2023 

Andrea Dixon    Class of 2023 

David Jones    Class of 2019 

Scott Kiester    Class of 2003 

Mary Morrow    Class of 2014 

Carl Patrick    Class of 2010 
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Field Notes in Focus 
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Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) by Jonathan Reynolds 
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Inside Outside News 
Approved AT  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The conference will have 12 workshops on a variety of topics, as well as poster sessions presented 

by students and technical sessions from wildlife professionals, 

 

Attendees claiming AT need to list AT by day along with the name of the presentations they 

attend. Providing support would be advisory and outreach P070510:PO. 

 

 

More information and registration can be found at: 

https://tctws.org/annual-meeting-2/annual-meeting/ 

[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃШΝΦ-ΞΝЯШΞΜΞΡ 
EůĤċƚƚǃШÉƨŔƣĲƚЯШ?ĲŰƣŸŰЯШÑñ 

https://tctws.org/annual-meeting-2/annual-meeting/
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Inside Outside News 
Approved AT  

National Panel Discussion: 

"Bees Beyond Honey: Understanding Native 

and Managed Pollinators" 

Thursday, February 20
th
 

6:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

All are welcome to join this free virtual panel discussion exploring the 

vital roles of native, solitary, and honeybees in pollination and 

biodiversity. Featuring experts Sam Droege (USGS), Dave Hunter 

(Crown Bees), and Dr. Lora Morandin (Pollinator Partnership), this event 

will discuss into the challenges pollinators face, the balance between 

managed and wild bees, and actionable ways to support all pollinators. 

Gain insights from over 90 years of combined experience and learn how 

to advocate for pollinator habitats through planting native species, 

participating in community science, and adopting responsible 

management practices. 

Register here: 

Bees Beyond Honey: Understanding Native and Managed Pollinators  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us on Zoom for "Spring Green Up". We'll have 5 short presentations on how plants green 

up and will give away lots of DOOR PRIZES! 

¶ How Soil Temperature Dictates Plant Physiological Functions 

¶ How A Grass Grows 

¶ How A Forb Grows 

¶ How a Brush Plant Grows 

¶ What Makes a Plant an Early successional Species 

 

You must register to receive the Zoom link the day before. It's FREE! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PPGreenUP 

Spring Green Up 
Wednesday, March 19th 

10:00 am - 11:30 am 

https://wildones.org/understanding-native-and-managed-pollinators/#register
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PPGreenUP
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Inside Outside News 
Approved AT  

FW-NPAT: How a Grant Expedited Invasive Species Control, 

Community Partnership, and Interns 

Thursday, March 13, 2025 Å 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM 

 UNT Health Science Center 

Fort Worth, TX 76107 

Presenter: Michelle Villafranca, City of Fort Worth Park & Recreation Department  

For a decade, the City of Fort Worth Park and Recreation Department partnered with the Friends 

of Tandy Hills Natural Area to eradicate privet, a non-Indigenous shrub, which crowds out biodi-

versity in one of the last remaining examples of Fort Worth prairie habitat in the city. Staff and vol-

unteers spent thousands of hours manually removing privet on the 200-acre site. Unfortunately, 

privet is very aggressive and manual removal is a slow, labor-intensive approach. In 2023, the city 

had a rare opportunity to tackle privet and other improvements simultaneously when it received a 

$150,000 grant from the Conservation and Environment Fund at North Texas Community Foun-

dation. The grant enabled the city to expedite 43 acres of privet removal through a combination of 

aggressive tactics including forestry mulching, targeted herbicide and eventually prescribed 

burns, while meeting other long-term partnership goals to build trails, install interpretive signage 

and hire natural resource interns. Many challenges, lessons learned and triumphs unfurled while 

saving a prairie!  

Register Here: https://www.tickettailor.com/events/npatfortworthchapter/1514386 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/npatfortworthchapter/1514386
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Inside Outside News 
Approved AT & Volunteer Opportunity  

őƣƣƓƚаооċƓƓЮċůŔũŔċЮĦŸůоƚƣŸƖĲоĲŰоũĲƽŔƚƻŔũũĲ-ƣǂоċƓŔо ĦƣŔƻŔƣǃо
?ĲƣċŔũеċĦƣŔƻŔƣǃfĬӀǂ§ΦΣ 7ċѼĬċƣĲӀΞΜΞΡ-ΜΟ-
ΜΝѼƻŔĲƽӀůŸŰƣőѼƚĦƖŸũũÑŸ9ċũĲŰĬċƖӀŉċũƚĲ 

https://app.amilia.com/store/en/lewisville-tx/api/Activity/Detail?activityId=xO96ABa&date=2025-03-01&view=month&scrollToCalendar=false
https://app.amilia.com/store/en/lewisville-tx/api/Activity/Detail?activityId=xO96ABa&date=2025-03-01&view=month&scrollToCalendar=false
https://app.amilia.com/store/en/lewisville-tx/api/Activity/Detail?activityId=xO96ABa&date=2025-03-01&view=month&scrollToCalendar=false
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Inside Outside News 
Volunteer Opportunity  

DFW Wildlife Coalition 

DFW Wildlife Coalition is looking for volunteers to do 2- 

or 3-hour shifts answering the phones from your home. 

You would do the same shift every week. We have an 

online training program for you to do at your own pace. 

All you need is a phone and a computer. We answer 

calls from 7 am to 10pm, 365 days a year. 

You will learn all about Texas native wildlife, referring 

callers to rehabbers and answering questions from the 

public on how we can co-exist with our native wildlife. 

Contact Betty Zajac through the Members Area 

Membership Directory or Projects (P091009). 

Tree Planting - Memorial Park at Thrive 

Saturday, March 15
th 

8:00 am - 11:30 am 

Memorial Park, 1950 S. Valley Pkwy 

Lewisville 75067 

Join us for a tree-planting event at Memorial Park on 

Saturday, March 15, 2025! As part of the City of 

Lewisville's Monthly Community Beautification 

Events, this volunteer effort will help enhance the 

park's beauty and environmental health for 

generations to come. No experience is necessaryð

just bring your enthusiasm! All tools and supplies will 

be provided. Meet us at Memorial Park at 8 a.m. to 

make a lasting impact on our community. Letôs plant a 

greener future together! Stay for as little or as long as 

you can. 

Click here to register: https://app.amilia.com/store/en/lewisville-tx/api/Activity/Detail?activityId=xjvYPo0 

Contact Eric D'Antonio for more information: edantonio@cityoflewisville.com 

https://app.amilia.com/store/en/lewisville-tx/api/Activity/Detail?activityId=xjvYPo0
mailto:edantonio@cityoflewisville.com
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Inside Outside News 
Volunteer Opportunity  

Be sure to check Plan Your Week 

and the Elm Fork Chapter Website and Calendar for MORE 

AT and volunteer opportunities! 

SignUp Genius for this event is now available on the calendar. 

https://txmn.org/elmfork/
https://txmn.org/elmfork/members-only-calendar/
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The Texas Native Plant Art Exhibition 

From Marilyn Blanton 

The Texas Native Plant Art Exhibition 

has moved to the Elm Fork Education 

Center at UNT. The display there 

features all of the award-winning 

artwork arranged by schools. The 

display will be at the center through 

February before going to Denton's 

three public libraries in March. 

The Denton Senior Center is hosting 

a second display this month. The 

artwork they are showcasing is 

artwork that has not been displayed 

before since it's not the artwork that 

received ribbons. The award-winning 

artwork was displayed at the Denton 

Senior Center in November.  They 

enjoyed it so much that they asked for 

another display! They said the artwork 

brightens up the center. 
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Projects in the Community 


