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Pigeonberry (Rivina humilis), by Tammie Walters  
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Buzz from the Board 
 

Happy December, friends!  

As 2024 draws to a close, we are capping the year with our 25th Anniversary Celebration; 

what a joy to recognize and remember two and a half decades of stewarding the natural 

resources in our community é and helping others learn to do the same! 

Throughout the year, weôve commemorated this milestone in many ways including (but not 

limited to) special newsletter articles, interviews with our most veteran members, a member 

field trip (LBJ Grasslands Hike), an online storefront with select merchandise, county and city 

proclamations, our Instagram debut, and our audio newsletter debut. 

So many have contributed to our celebration, our chapter, and our community this year é and 

throughout our 25 years; ñthank youò seems inadequate to convey my gratitude for the gifts of 

time and talent shared, but I am extraordinarily grateful for the generosity of our members and 

thoroughly impressed by their knowledge, enthusiasm, and service. 

And, as 2024 gives way to 2025, our chapter will continue under the oh-so-capable leadership 

of our incoming executive officers: President Bryan Lewis, Vice President Eric Houston, 

Secretary Delia Croessmann, and Treasurer Mike Hatch. They, along with our newly elected 

Member at Large, Jane Duke, were unanimously approved by our membership at last monthôs 

chapter meeting. Directors, to be appointed and approved in January, will round out a fine 

group of individuals who will steer us into our 26th year. 

TMN-EFC members and Cooke/Denton/Wise county residentsðwhat a pleasure and a 

privilege itôs been to serve as Chapter President in our 25th year! May December be filled to 

overflowing with your very favorites, and may you receive every good and perfect gift this 

holiday season é and every season.  

<]®qª·| 
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Announcements 

 

https://txmn.org/elmfork/award-nominations/2024-achievement-recognition/  

2025 ELM FORK CHAPTER TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST  

CHAPTER DUES 
 

It's time to start thinking about renewing your Elm Fork Chapter membership for 2025! A link to pay 

dues online is available in the What's New? and Members Area of the website.  

 

2024 Class Members DO NOT need to pay dues in 2025. 

 

 

Dues are on a sliding scale: 

¶ $25.00 if paid by January 31st (+$1.01 convenience fee when paying online) 

¶ $30.00 if paid February 1st through February 28th (+$1.11 convenience fee when paying online) 

¶ $40.00 if paid March 1st through March 31st (+$1.31 convenience fee when paying online)  

¶ After March 31st, a member who has not paid their dues will be moved to Inactive status in VMS 

 

REMINDER: Please update your personal information in VMS 

https://txmn.org/elmfork/award-nominations/2024-achievement-recognition/
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What Happens Next  
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Recertifications 
Patricia Barry   Class of 2017 

Nancy Blakney   Class of 2023 

Craig Blow    Class of 2019 

Beth Grifɢn-Loftis  Class of 2022 

Edsel Harrell    Class of 2020 

Wylie Harris    Class of 2023 

Ray Kreutzfeld   Class of 2014 

Karen Peden    Class of 2017 

Fritz Poppe    Class of 2001 

Deb Rogstad    Class of 2024 

Christy Thompson  Class of 2023 

Clay Thurmond   Class of 2016 

Susan Warren   Class of 2021 

Initial Certifications  
Jim Kennedy   Class of 2024 

Kate Pirot    Class of 2024 
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Congratulations! 

250 Hour Milestone  
Abigail Beck   Class of 2023 

Rob Blake    Class of 2024 

Cathy Griesbaum  Class of 2023 

1500 Hour Milestone  
Ray Kreutzfeld   Class of 2014 

3000 Hour Milestone  
Leonard Chochrek  Class of 2019 

Sue Yost    Class of 2017 

 

Betty Zajac Class of 2003 
 

6000 Hour Milestone  6000 Hour Milestone  
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Mosquito fern (Azolla) and watermeal (Wolffia) found at CCNHC, by Tammie Walters 

https://aquaplant.tamu.edu/plant-identification/alphabetical-index/mosquito-fern/ 

https://aquaplant.tamu.edu/plant-identification/alphabetical-index/watermeal/ 


