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On the Cover  
Monarch (and a Bumblebee) 

on Maximillian Sunflowers 
(Helianthus maximiliani), 
from Tammie Walters 

 

It may still be warm, but fall is here!  

Fields are bright yellow with Maximillian 

Sunflowers and Goldenrod too, 

providing much-needed nectar for 

migrating Monarchs, and a Bumblebee 

or two! 

Tammie Walters 

Naturalist  News 
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Maximillian Sunflowers along a roadside near Sanger, 
 from Tammie Walters 
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Buzz From the Board 
 

Happy October, friends!  

Temperatures are more moderate here in north central Texas, and the refreshment of a new 

season is upon us. Our chapterôs certified Master Naturalist members (and members-in-

training) are out and about doing what we do best and love mostðstewarding our ecoregionôs 

natural resources and natural areasðand helping others learn along the way. 

As youôre enjoying the glory of the great outdoors this month, you may want to document the 

biodiversity you observe. One beneficial way to save and share your data is through 

iNaturalist, and this month, from  October 11
th
 to October 27

th
, your observations of pollinators 

and the plants that support them will contribute to the 9
th
 annual Texas Pollinator BioBlitz, 

perfectly timed for Monarch migration. Maybe youôll document one, two, or a few é along with 

many other royal pollinator species! 

On the morning of October 17
th
, we encourage you to take a pollinator pause and invite you to 

our monthly chapter meeting for an educational and informative program, ñOak Wilt and the 

Role of the Urban Foresterò presented by City of Lewisville Urban Forester Eric DôAntonio. 

Oak wilt is one of the most destructive tree diseases in America, but the good news is that 

there are measures to help prevent it é and you donôt have to be an urban forester to help stop 

the spread! 

Per usual, our monthly chapter meetings are free 

and open to the public; the meeting opens with 

business and announcements at 9:30 am, 

immediately followed by our program. Youôre also 

welcome to join us for pre-meeting social time 

beginning at 9 am. This month, weôll gather at the 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse 

(1 Courthouse Drive, Denton, TX). Weôll be in the 

2020 Room on the third floor. 

TMN-EFC members and Cooke/Denton/Wise county 

residentsðif we were documenting our favorites, 

weôd count you twice. Thanks for your care of (and 

your contributions to) our community! 

<]®qª·| 
Tammie Walters 

https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/about
https://txmn.org/elmfork/events-calendar/9th-annual-texas-pollinator-bioblitz/
https://texasoakwilt.org/
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Announcements 

Items are needed for the silent auction activity 

at our 25th Anniversary Celebration on 

Thursday, December 12th at the Denton County 

Administrative Courthouse. 

To submit your item(s), click here: 

https://form.jotform.com/242413755605152  

For more information, contact Eric Houston 
through the Membership Directory. 

The Chapter's 25th Anniversary Celebration will include a Silent Auction. Silent Auction 

pledges are now being accepted for item(s) that members would like to contribute to the 

auction. By clicking on the Jot Form, members will be asked to provide item name, item 

description, estimated value, opening bid recommendation, and contact information. 

Forms will be accepted through November 21. Those contributing auction items should 

bring their item(s) to the 25th Anniversary Celebration on Thursday, December 12th by 

9:30 a.m. (at the Denton County Administrative Courthouse). Unsold items should be 

reclaimed by the donor at the close of the event. Auction proceeds will benefit member-

chosen, non-profit organizations (to be determined).  

The 25th Anniversary 

Celebration Committee is 

looking for items of 

chapter historical 

relevance to be featured 

at the 25th Anniversary 

Celebration on December 

12 at the Denton County 

Administrative 

Courthouse. Tables will 

be available featuring 

Chapter historic/archived 

items.  

https://form.jotform.com/242413755605152
https://form.jotform.com/242413755605152
mailto:publicity@efctmn.org
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Announcements 
 

Attention 

Photographers! 
 

Do you love the outdoors and enjoy 

capturing its beauty through 

photography? If so, this contest is 

perfect for you! Snap a picture during 

your next adventure at one of 

Carrollton's parks or trails and submit 

it for a chance to have your work 

featured in one of our recreation 

centers and win a prize! Each 

contestant can submit up to 2 

photos, which must involve nature 

and be taken between the start and 

end dates of the contest (October 1
st
-

November 30
th
). All photos must be 

original and taken by the contestant. 

Submissions can happen between 

the running of the contest (October 

1
st
-November 30

th
) and winners will 

be announced December 2. 

 

Winners will pick up their prizes at Crosby 

Recreation Center, 1610 E Crosby Rd, 

Carrollton, TX 75006. 

In the adult division (16+): first place will 

receive a $100 Scheels Gift Card and a $50 

Dicks Sporting Goods, second place will 

receive a $50 Scheels gift card, third place 

will receive a $40 H-E-B gift card. 

 

Please submit photos to Travis Bradley, 

travis.bradley@cityofcarrollton.com  

mailto:travis.bradley@cityofcarrollton.com
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Chapter Meeting and Presentation 
Thursday, October 17th, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse  Å  3rd Floor Conference Room 

1 Courthouse Dr.  Å  Denton, TX 76208 
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What Happens Next  

This Monthôs Presentation: 

Oak Wilt Awareness 
By Eric DôAntonio, Urban Forester, 

City of Lewisville   

 

Attention homeowners in the heart of Texas 

who have oak trees on their property, Oak Wilt 

disease can negatively impact your homeôs 

value. Oak Wilt, a devastating tree ailment, is 

decimating oak populations across central 

Texas at an alarming rate. In this short 

presentation you will learn what you need to 

know about identifying it, how it is spreading, 

and disease management.  

 

Eric D'Antonio has been involved in the 

community landscape and urban forestry 

industry for over 20 years. As an ISA 

Certified Arborist, consulting arborist for 

an electric utility, and former owner of a 

tree care company, he has served 

communities on the east coast as a tree 

and vegetation management professional. 

His educational background includes a 

M.S. from Troy State University and a B.S. 

degree from the University of Maryland. 

Additionally, Eric is Tree Risk Assessment 

Qualified and Oak Wilt Qualified in the 

state of Texas. 

Photo from ArborCare & Consulting 
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For those that are going, have a great time! 

https://txmn.tamu.edu/2024-annual-meeting/ 
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What Happens Next Week!  

https://txmn.tamu.edu/2024-annual-meeting/
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Awards and Recognition 
September 2024 
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Recertifications 
Daniel Arenas Richieri Class of 2017 

Stephen Carroll   Class of 2021 

Jerry Clark    Class of 2021 

Sarah Goodrich   Class of 2016 

Jan Hodson    Class of 2002 

Laura Jones    Class of 2019 

Rita Lokie    Class of 2013 

Jonathan Reynolds  Class of 2014 

Beverly Walton   Class of 2019 

Congratulations! 

See next page for our membersõ  

Milestones... 
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Awards and Recognition 
September 2024 
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Congratulations! 

500 Hour Milestone  
Carl Parsons  Class of 2023 

 

2500 Hour Milestone  
Hugh Franks  Class of 2019 

Elise Spain  Class of 2017 

4000 Hour Milestone  
Marilyn Blanton Class of 1999 

 

250 Hour Milestone  
Brenda McCoy  Class of 2023 
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Migrating Monarchs on Greggõs Mistflower (Conoclinium greggii), from Bryan Lewis 


