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On the Cover  
Snow on the prairie 
(Euphorbia bicolor ), 

from Jonathan Reynolds 

 

 

 

 

(See page 21 for Clay Thurmondôs 

article on this late summer beauty!) 
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Brazos Rain-lilies (Zephyranthes chlorosolen), 
and Rio Grande Copper -lilies (Zephyranthes  tubispatha),  

from Tammie Walters 
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Buzz From the Board 
 

Happy September, friends; hooray for the ñberò months ï my favorite time of the year! 

As youôre out and about enjoying the great outdoors, please plan to take a climate-controlled break at 

our September 19th Chapter Meeting for Carl Malmbergôs ñGreat Egretsò presentation. Carl, a certified 

Texas Master Naturalist (TMN) and Elm Fork Chapter (EFC) member, is also an accomplished 

photographer, and his program is sure to feature many of his magnificent images. 

Per usual, our monthly Chapter meetings are free and open to the public; the meeting opens with 

business and announcements at 9:30 am, immediately followed by our program. Youôre also welcome to 

join us for pre-meeting social time beginning at 9 am. This month, weôll gather at the Denton County 

Administrative Courthouse (1 Courthouse Drive, Denton, TX). Weôll be in the 2020 Room on the third 

floor. 

Our September 19th Chapter meeting happens to coincide with North Texas Giving Day (NTGD), but you 

donôt have to be present to support us é and you donôt have to wait until September 19th! The platform is 

currently open for early-bird giving. Donations help support our missionðdeveloping a corps of well-

informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management 

of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas. Our Chapter 

serves Denton, Cooke and Wise counties, and just last year alone, our certified member volunteers 

contributed 31,460 hours of service, valued at over $1 million (based on the Independent Sectorôs value 

of a volunteer hour -- $33.49). 

In 2023, our members also collectively gained 3,432 hours of Advanced Training, many of those earned 

at the annual multi-day TMN state meeting; your donations also help provide financial assistance via 

partial scholarships to eligible members who attend.  

Your support strengthens our service as we help steward our ecoregionôs natural resources and natural 

areas; thank you! (And, in case you want to give when itôs not officially North Texas Giving Day, we 

gratefully accept your generous gift any day of the year.)  

Speaking of gifts, TMN-EFC members and Cooke/Denton/Wise county residentsðeach of you is a 

treasure. Thank you for protecting, preserving, and restoring our extraordinary ecoregion!  

<]®qª·| 

https://www.northtexasgivingday.org/organization/ElmFork
https://www.northtexasgivingday.org/organization/ElmFork
https://independentsector.org/resource/value-of-volunteer-time/
https://independentsector.org/resource/value-of-volunteer-time/
https://txmn.tamu.edu/2024-annual-meeting/
https://txmn.org/elmfork/donate-to-elm-fork-chapter/
https://txmn.org/elmfork/donate-to-elm-fork-chapter/
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Announcements 
TMN-EFC Partial Need-Based Reimbursements 
for TMN Annual Meeting Registration Costs 

 
Registration for Octoberôs TMN annual state meeting in San Marcos is now open, and, on behalf of our Elm Fork 

Chapter Board of Directors, Iôm happy to report that a limited number of scholarships (partial annual meeting 

registration reimbursements of $250 each) are available to certified members and members-in-training who may 

benefit from financial assistance in order to attend.  

Funded by generous North Texas Giving Day contributions and designated donations, the stipends help 

encourage attendance (i.e., education and engagement opportunities!) at the TMN Annual Meeting by offsetting 

the conferenceôs registration cost.  

Full annual meeting information is available on the 2024 Annual Meeting page on the Texas Master Naturalist 

website where event registration must be completed. Both early-bird (slightly less expensive, available through 

August 31st) and standard (slightly more expensive, available September 1st through September 30th) registrations 

offer several choices including full-event, two-day, or one-day options. Applying for the Elm Fork Chapter stipend 

to offset registration costs is a separate process via online JotForm; details are available on the online application. 

Please note that other conference expenses (lodging, meals, travel, etc.) are the sole responsibility of the 

attendee.  

Registration reimbursement requests will be reviewed as received by the TMN-EFC Executive Officers and 

Training Director; applicant status will be communicated as soon as possible. Application considerations include 

but are not limited to application completeness, financial need, first-time attendees, and desire to learn and share 

knowledge gained. Reimbursement funds will not be disbursed until applications are approved and the proper 

reimbursement request paperwork is completed (with a receipt).  

¶ TMN Annual Meeting Information and Registration  

¶ TMN-EFC Registration Reimbursement Application  

Thank you for your interest in attending the TMN Annual Meeting!  

Kathryn 

https://txmn.tamu.edu/2024-annual-meeting/
https://form.jotform.com/241776017294158
https://form.jotform.com/241776017294158
https://txmn.tamu.edu/2024-annual-meeting/
https://txmn.tamu.edu/2024-annual-meeting/
https://form.jotform.com/241776017294158
https://txmn.tamu.edu/2024-annual-meeting/
https://form.jotform.com/241776017294158
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Announcements 

For more information, contact Eric Houston through 
the Membership Directory. 

https://form.jotform.com/242413755605152  

https://form.jotform.com/242413755605152
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Chapter Meeting and Presentation 
Thursday, September 19th, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse  Å  3rd Floor Conference Room 

1 Courthouse Dr.  Å  Denton, TX 76208 
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What Happens Next  

This Monthôs Presentation: 

Observations in a Great Egret Rookery  
By Carl Malmberg  

The presentation will be a description of the natural history of the 

activities of the egrets in the rookery (Dallas) through the nesting 

season.  

 

From Carl: 

ñI became interested in Heron/Egret nesting behavior 

when, as an undergraduate biology student in an 

animal behavior class. I did field research in a Great 

Blue Heron rookery, which also had a few Great 

Egrets, in Minnesota, in spring 1977. I have had an 

interest in animal behavior since. Locally, I had 

become aware of the Egret Rookery at UTSW, when 

I was a Physicianôs Assistant student there in the 

1980s. I began regular visits in 2008 to photograph 

them several times each spring. In 2022 I began to 

visit, to observe and photograph weekly during the 

spring. This year I have visited weekly since the first 

Egret arrivals in late February and have been 

posting photos and observations most weeks. I am a 

member of the 2021 EFCTMN class.ò  

ñPublic and potential new members are welcome. 

Many of my photos are available on Facebook, on 

my page, or also most are posted on the Elm Fork 

chapter and state Master Naturalist Facebook 

pages. I do retain photo copyrights, any 

noncommercial use by the chapter is welcome as 

long as photo credited.ò  

É Carl Malmberg 


