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Buzz From the Board 
Happy August, friends!  

This month is always a special one for our chapter, because we grow bigger and better as our eagerly 

anticipated annual initial training program begins. Weôre ready to welcome forty new naturalists and 

friends as the Class of 2024 meets for the first time on August 20th é hooray! Training Director Elise 

Spain (Class of 2017) and her terrific team have been working and planning since last year, and, once 

again, have produced a stellar program with the highest quality instructors and the very best field trips. 

Our members in training complete 60 hours of instruction in 12 weeks, and, within one year, certify as 

Texas Master Naturalists by completing a minimum of 40 volunteer service hours and eight advanced 

training hours. Our top-notch program produces not only trained naturalists but alsoðand especiallyðwell

-educated volunteers, who, in turn, provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial 

management of natural resources and natural areas within our North Texas communities. Whatôs that 

you say? Youôd like to do the same? Well, our websiteôs initial training program page is a good place to 

begin! 

And, of course, youôre always welcome to join us for our monthly third-Thursday chapter meetings and 

programs. This month, we meet on August 15th with a very special offering presented by Lewisville 

Mayor TJ Gilmore and UNT Clinical Assistant Professor for Ecology Education Jaime Baxter-Slye: 

ñNative Your Urban: How the City of Lewisville Transformed Successful Progress to Include Native 

Texas Blue-Green Spaces around Townò. 

Mayor Gilmore and Dr. Baxter-Slye have been tapped to present a more expanded program on this 

same topic in October at our annual Texas Master Naturalist state meeting in San Marcos. Our chapter 

is honored to collaboratively partner with them in their efforts, and weôre happy to get a sneak peek at 

what they will be sharing at the upcoming state meeting. (And, hey, by the way, the public is also 

welcome to attend the state meeting; early bird registration pricing is in effect through August 31st. Weôd 

love to see you there!) 

Per usual, our monthly chapter meetings are free and open to the public. The meeting opens with 

business and announcements at 9:30 am, immediately followed by our program. Youôre also welcome to 

join us for pre-meeting social time beginning at 9 am. For our August 15th meeting, weôll gather at the 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse (1 Courthouse Drive, Denton, TX) in the 2020 Room on the 

third floor. 

And, in other news, to celebrate our chapterôs 25th anniversary, we are delighted to introduce an online 

store featuring branded merchandise curated by Communications Director Fran Witte. (Iôve already 

orderedðand receivedðmy goods!) The one-stop shop is open to all, and our chapter receives a small 

ten percent profit on each item purchased to help us fund the projects and programs that undergird our 

mission. 

So, TMN-EFC members and Cooke/Denton/Wise county residents, we have 

much to celebrate this month; may each day be spent with your most 

cherished people in your most treasured places! 

<]®qª·| 

https://txmn.org/elmfork/join-our-chapter/training/
https://txmn.tamu.edu/2024-annual-meeting/
https://txmn.tamu.edu/2024-annual-meeting/
https://tmn-elm-fork-chapter.printify.me/products
https://tmn-elm-fork-chapter.printify.me/products
https://tmn-elm-fork-chapter.printify.me/products
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Chapter Meeting and Presentation 
Thursday, August 15th, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse  Å  3rd Floor Conference Room 

1 Courthouse Dr.  Å  Denton, TX 76208 
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What Happens Next  

This Monthôs Presentation: 

Native your Urban: How the City of Lewisville transformed successful 

progress to include native Texas blue-green spaces around town  

Speakers: City of Lewisvilleôs Mayor TJ Gilmore and Dr. Jamie Baxter-Slye 

Urbanization is a driver of global change due to habitat loss, rapid biodiversity decline, and loss of 

ecosystem services. There is a need for unified solutions that allow for municipal progress yet include 

natural resource rejuvenation. This shift in policy and management is critical for the survival of earthôs 

biodiversity health.  

How can we manage municipal land areas more effectively for inclusion of native blue-green infrastructure 

to promote local biodiversity? How can these improvements benefit the community members of cities?  

The City of Lewisvilleôs Mayor TJ Gilmore will present Lewisvilleôs award-winning Green Centerpiece, 

Extending the Green, and Roots for Wings initiatives. He will provide a unique perspective to how 

Lewisville is creating a path towards progress AND native habitat inclusion for their community. Dr. Jaime 

Baxter-Slye will engage discussion about community outreach, specifics on plant choices, and how to 

measure success of native installations. 

Continued on next page 

Native plants in Old Town rain garden, from cityoflewisville.com 
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Chapter Meeting Presentation (Cont.) 

 

Mayor TJ Gilmore has proudly led the City of Lewisville as mayor since 

2021. Mr. Gilmore serves as a Denton and Lewisville Chamber of 

Commerce member and is Chairman of the Board for the Denton County 

Transportation Authority. Since 2003, Mr. Gilmore has been an 

extraordinary leader across the DFW Metroplex in various roles including 

several chambers of commerce boards, Lewisville boards and 

commissions, and various Denton County leadership teams, as well as 

representing Lewisville with the North Central Texas Council of 

Governments.  

As such, Mr. Gilmore has an extensive view of local issues within 

municipalities. Together with the Lewisville City Council, Parks and 

Recreation, consultants, and the community, Mayor Gilmore helped 

pave the path for the award-winning green initiatives under the 

'Lewisville 2025' plan (https://www.cityoflewisville.com/about-lewisville/

lewisville-2025). Lewisville 2025 has 7 'Big Moves,' which are strategic 

initiatives 'to make Lewisville a place that people choose to live, work, and visit.' Within the Extending the 

Green Big Move and the Healthy Infrastructure Plan, the City of Lewisville provides residents with 

opportunities to play, explore, and connect with each other and nature. As a result, Lewisville is gaining in 

ecosystem services, increasing biodiversity, and providing successful urban sustainability pathways. 

Dr. Jaime L. Baxter-Slye has over 20-years of collegiate teaching and is 

a sought-after mentor for undergraduate ecology education. Trained in 

classical aquatic ecology, she appreciates how land use affects water 

quality and resilience, especially in the DFW Metroplex. Her approach 

embraces prairie reconstruction, stream ecology, avian/pollinator habitat, 

and nature-based solutions into her curriculum and research projects 

with the overall goal of improving water quality and biodiversity within the 

north central Texas region. Conservation and establishment of native 

Texas flora and fauna habitat is the primary focus of her work.  

Since 2014, Dr. Slye has built an óEcological Action Studioô with three 

primary components: applied classroom instruction, student-led extra-

curricular projects, and real-world outreach and collaboration. Over 300 

UNT Ecology BS majors have gained undergraduate instruction and 

mentorship with extensive post-baccalaureate success in graduate 

school or immediate careers upon graduation. Dr. Slye is the advisor for the UNT Society for Ecological 

Restoration and serves in multiple capacities on the board for the Texas chapter, including Student 

Liaison and DEI Chair. She advises the UNT Bird Campus Committee which is affiliated with the National 

Audubon on Campus program, which awarded her óMentor of the Yearô in 2023 for integration of avian 

habitat on an urban campus.  

Dr. Slye and her students have won multiple awards for the Diamond Eagles Community Learning Area 

and Pollinative Prairie, (https://giving.unt.edu/news/diamond-eagles-community-and-learning-area) a 20-

acre native Texas prairie, retention pond, and riparian area that boasts over 900 species on an urban 

campus. The Ecological Action Studio offers an opportunity to connect undergraduates with training and 

internships across the DFW Metroplex to solve real-world ecological and environmental issues for 

municipalities, non-profits, residential land-use, and private entities. 

https://www.cityoflewisville.com/about-lewisville/lewisville-2025
https://www.cityoflewisville.com/about-lewisville/lewisville-2025
https://giving.unt.edu/news/diamond-eagles-community-and-learning-area
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What Happens Soon  

North Texas Giving Day is September 19, 2024, and it's our chance to 

raise funds for the Elm Fork Chapter! Donations help provide funds for 

chapter projects and scholarships for the annual meeting. Please save the 

date, and stay tuned for more information and ways to donate. 

Find more information at: 

https://www.northtexasgivingday.org/organization/ElmFork  

https://www.northtexasgivingday.org/organization/ElmFork
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Registration for this yearôs Annual Meeting is open now! 

Early registration closes August 31st 

Registration deadline is September 30th 

Sessions with limited seating are filling up fast!  

Click here for more information: https://txmn.tamu.edu/2024-annual-meeting/ 
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What Happens Soon  

https://txmn.tamu.edu/2024-annual-meeting/
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What Happened Last  

See more on next page... 
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2024 Projects Showcase (Cont.) 

So many great photos, 

so little room! 


