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The nine-banded armadillo (Dasypus 

novemcinctus) was adopted by Texas 

as the official state small mammal in 

1995.  

Naturalist  News 

н 

òBeebathó  from Tammie Walters 
Picture from tpwd.texas.gov 



о 

 

 

 
 

    July 2024       Naturalist News  

о 

Buzz From the Board 
 

Happy July, friends!  

Even during the hottest days of the year, our member volunteers are out and about stewarding the 

land that we love é as well as the flora and fauna that land supports. And, beyond our physical service, 

we are continually engaging our community with education and outreach opportunities. (Sometimes, 

that takes place in climate-controlled conditions é yay!) 

One such air-conditioned engagement is our July 18th Projects Showcase, led by Chapter Vice 

President Bryan Lewis (Class of 2020). This annual public event provides an opportunity to highlight 

the projects and programs that undergird our mission, and it will be held in the Denton County 

Elections Building (701 Kimberly Drive, Denton, TX). This year is a milestone for us as we celebrate 

our 25th anniversary, so, in addition to showcasing our projects, weôll also have a space dedicated to 

the history of our Elm Fork Chapter. Youôre welcome to drop by any time between 10 am and 1 pm; 

member ambassadors will be on hand to meet you, greet you, and show you around. We look forward 

to seeing you and sharing how we spend our timeðindoors and out. 

Since the Projects Showcase is the star this month, it replaces our regular third Thursday Chapter 

meeting and program, which resumes on August 15th with a very special offering presented by 

Lewisville Mayor TJ Gilmore and UNT Clinical Assistant Professor for Ecology Education Jaime Baxter

-Slye: ñNative Your Urban: How the City of Lewisville Transformed Successful Progress to Include 

Native Texas Blue-Green Spaces around Townò. 

Mayor Gilmore and Dr. Baxter-Slye have been tapped to present a more expanded program on this 

same topic in October at our annual Texas Master Naturalist state meeting in San Marcos. Our 

Chapter is honored to collaboratively partner with them in their efforts, and weôre happy to get a sneak 

peek at what they will be sharing at the upcoming state meeting. 

Per usual, our monthly Chapter meetings are free and open to the public; the meeting opens with 

business and announcements at 9:30 am, immediately followed by our program. Youôre also welcome 

to join us for pre-meeting social time beginning at 9 am. For our August 15th meeting, weôll gather at 

the Denton County Administrative Courthouse (1 Courthouse Drive, Denton, TX) in the 2020 Room on 

the third floor. 

Weôre also preparing to welcome forty new naturalists and friends as the Class of 2024 begins its initial 

training program on August 20th under the oh-so-capable leadership of Training Director Elise Spain 

(Class of 2017) and her terrific team. We look forward to sharing more about their education and 

adventures in the coming months! 

TMN-EFC members and Cooke/Denton/Wise county residentsðdespite the 

heat, you remain the coolest naturalists we know; rain or shine, hot or cold, 

weôre so glad to serve together!  
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What Happens Next  
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What Happens Soon  

North Texas Giving Day is September 19, 2024, and it's our chance to 

raise funds for the Elm Fork Chapter! Donations help provide funds for 

chapter projects and scholarships for the annual meeting. Please save the 

date, and stay tuned for more information and ways to donate. 

Find more information at: 

https://www.northtexasgivingday.org/organization/ElmFork  

https://www.northtexasgivingday.org/organization/ElmFork
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Registration for this yearôs Annual Meeting will open the first week of August.  

When registration opens, you are able to save your seat for your preferred classroom and field 

sessions. Last year, 63.6% of registrations happened the first day registration opened. Because 

of this, sessions with limited seating fill up fast!  

Click here for more information: https://txmn.tamu.edu/2024-annual-meeting/ 
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What Happens Soon  

https://txmn.tamu.edu/2024-annual-meeting/
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Hereõs Whatõs New 

Did you know that Outreach produces 

a newsletter for the public?   

It's called Educational Opportunities and is intended 

to keep prospective members, and anyone 

interested, engaged and informed in fulfilling our 

mission of outreach and education.  This includes 

information on ways that they can get involved with 

our projects, partners, communities and parks we 

serve, as well as lots of education on the natural 

world around them. 

Please consider subscribing to this 

newsletter here: 

https://txmn.org/elmfork/join-our-email-list/, 

and encourage others to subscribe. 


