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On the Cover  

Plains coreopsis (Coreopsis tinctoria )  

taken after a rain at Ray Roberts Lake Isle du 

Bois day use area in 2023, by Jonathan 

Reynolds. 

Following all of the rains we had, fields were 
glowing yellow, completely covered with these 
bright happy flowers!   

Tammie 

Naturalist  News 
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Fiery skipper at Green Acres, 

from Brynne Bryan  
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Buzz From the Board 
 

Happy June, friends!  

Happy June, friends! Meteorological spring has transitioned to summer, but the shift was not a gentle 

one. Many of our north central Texas communities were impacted in recent weeks by damaging and 

devasting storms. I sincerely hope yours was not one of them. Numerous Elm Fork Chapter members 

have been helping right the weather wrongs, lending their time, service, and skills to help restore our 

Chapter projects é and beyond. Our Chapterôs Community Clean Up Project, led by Project Manager 

Marty Newman (Class of 2020), was previously created for circumstances such as theseðcommunity 

cleanup needs that donôt fall under an existing umbrella project. Thank you to all who have selflessly 

assisted with the recovery efforts in and around our area. 

One thingôs for sure: every day is an adventure in Texas, and weôre always learning something new. At 

our June 20th Chapter Meeting, weôll continue that theme as Kate Morgan presents ñPrairie Seekers 

Training: Learning in Natureôs Classroomò. A sixth generation Texan, Kate is President of Native 

Prairies Association of Texas (NPAT) Fort Worth Chapter and a member of the Texas Master 

NaturalistðCross Timbers Chapter. Sheôs also my iNaturalist friend! 

Per usual, our monthly Chapter meetings are free and open to the public; the meeting opens with 

business and announcements at 9:30 am, immediately followed by our program. Youôre also welcome 

to join us for pre-meeting social time beginning at 9 am. This month, weôll gather at the Denton County 

Administrative Courthouse (1 Courthouse Drive, Denton, TX). Weôll be in the 2020 room on the third 

floor. 

And, please save the date for our July 18th Projects Showcase, led by Bryan Lewis (Class of 2020). 

This annual public event provides an opportunity to highlight the projects and programs that undergird 

our mission, and it will be held at the Denton County Elections Building (701 Kimberly Drive, Denton, 

TX). Donôt know anyone and donôt want to come alone? Never fear; member ambassadors will meet 

you, greet you, and show you around. Youôre welcome any time between 10 am and 1 pm. We look 

forward to seeing you then and there! 

TMN-EFC members and Cooke/Denton/

Wise county residentsðyou are as resilient 

as the land we steward. May the work of 

your hands and the purpose of your heart 

prosper and flourish this season é and 

every season! 

<]®qª·| 
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Chapter Meeting and Presentation 

Thursday, June 20th, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse   Å   3rd Floor Conference Room 

1 Courthouse Dr.   Å   Denton, TX 76208 
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What Happens Next  

This Monthôs Presentation: 

Prairie Seekers Training:  

Learning in Nature's Classroom  
By Kate Morgan  

Kate Morgan is a retired experimental physicist, a 

6th generation Texan, the President of the Fort 

Worth Chapter of NPAT (Native Prairies Association 

of Texas), a member of the North Central Chapter of 

NPSOT (Native Plant Society of Texas) and also a 

member of the Cross Timbers Chapter of Texas 

Master Naturalists.  She volunteers primarily for 

NPAT and in the greenhouse at the Fort Worth 

Nature Center.  Kate is owned by a ranch in Wise 

County she shares with her husband and a host of 

animals, domestic and wild.  They have just begun a project to return 12 acres of Coastal 

Bermuda hayfield to native prairie.  

The presentation describes the evolution of the Prairie Seekers program from a survey-driven 

exercise to an immersive learning experience in the field.  It provides an overview of the topics 

covered in the training and serves as a template for implementation of field training in a variety 

of ecological settings. 

Photo from 

Native Prairies 

Association of Texas 
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What Happens Soon  
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Awards and Recognition 
May 2024  
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Recertifications 

Leonard Chochrek  Class of 2019 

Karen DeVinney  Class of 2021 

Cathy Griesbaum  Class of 2023 

Sarah Jay    Class of 2021 

Cathy Milliger   Class of 2019 

Enita Perez   Class of 2023 

Trish Reyes   Class of 2021 

Dave Rowley   Class of 2000 

Dinah Stults   Class of 2020 

John Thomlinson  Class of 2022 

Rachel Weaver  Class of 2023 

Kathy Webb   Class of 2017 

Donna Wolfe   Class of 1998 

Continued ... 

 

250 Hour Milestone  
Laura Jones  Class of 2019 

500 Hour Milestone  
Marissa Shaw Class of 2023 
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Awards and Recognition 
May 2024  
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Congratulations! 

1000 Hour Milestone  
Whit Dieterich Class of 2019 

2000 Hour Milestone  
David Jones  Class of 2019 

 

2500 Hour Milestone  
Leonard Chochrek  Class of 2019 

 

4000 Hour Milestone  
Becky Bertoni  Class of 2015 

Jerry Hamby  Class of 2014 

 



у 

 

 Field Notes in Focus 
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Walking Stick, from Fritz Poppe 
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¶ Wednesday, July 17 @ 6:30-7:30 PM CT - W. Rufus Stephens & Jan Wrede, Coauthors of Land 

Stewardship for Birds" 

* Stewardship for Birds in Aquatic & Riparian Habitats 

* Register 

¶ Wednesday, August 14 @ 6:30-7:30 PM CT - Robert Mace, Executive Director & Chief Water Policy 

Officer, with The Meadows Center for Water and the Environment  

* Rainwater Harvesting 

* Register 

Visit the Texas Waters webpage for information on becoming a certified Texas Waters Specialist and 

view recorded webinars from 2017-2023.  

*Note: Texas Water Webinars AT: Texas Waters Certification Training 
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Inside Outside News 
Volunteer Opportunities and Approved AT  

Help Needed with Storm Clean-up 

Ray Roberts Lake State Park - 

Johnson Branch and 

Isle du Boise Units 

Both state parks and nature centers are closed 

to the public until at least June 24th and maybe 

longer depending on cleanup and repairs from 

the tornado on 5/25. The cleanup and repairs 

have been hampered somewhat because of 

continued storms. 

The only volunteer hours available at present 

are for cleanup of tree debris, trash and the 

like. If interested in helping with this process 

please contact Pat Bragg through the 

Members Area  Membership Directory. 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8386511083427175776
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2343745810263397723
https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-education/texaswatersprogram?utm_campaign=govdelivery-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-education/texaswatersprogram/texaswatersspecialist?utm_campaign=govdelivery-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Inside Outside News 

Advanced training and volunteer opportunities are being updated every week, 

so be sure to check Plan Your Week 

and the Elm Fork Chapter Website and Calendar for MORE! 

https://txmn.org/elmfork/
https://txmn.org/elmfork/members-only-calendar/
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Quick Tips  

How to Add Information to the Photo Directory  

¶ On the Elm Fork Chapter website, click on ñMembers Area.ò  Type in the website password, if 

prompted. 

¶ Scroll down to the 

Membership Directories 

section and click on 

Photo Directory.  

 

 

¶ Enter the website password in the gray box, 

if prompted. 

 

* You will need a ñprivate linkò to update your 

personal information, and there are now two 

ways to get it: 

1. From the protected photo directory 
page, click the ñhereò link to bring 

up the help page. 

 

Do you want to update your hobbies, interests, 

and other organizations in the photo directory, 

but donôt remember how? Hereôs a refresher: 

Continued on 

next page 
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Quick Tips (cont.)  

§ Review the directory help information, then select óclick hereô in the paragraph as 

shown below to receive your private link. 

      

 

Or... 

2. Enter your name in the photo directory to bring up your photo. Click on your name (shown 

in red). This will take you to your personal information page.  

§ Review your personal info, and if you would like to update any of your information, you 

can select óclick hereô in the paragraph as shown below to receive your private link. 

 

 

 

 

¶ Once prompted, enter your email address and submit. An email with your private link will be 

sent to you. 

¶ In your email, click on the 

private link. You will (once 

again) be prompted to 

enter the website 

password: 

 

 

 

 

¶ You can now edit your personal 

information! 
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Little Ladybug 

 
Dressed in red with little dots of black 

That decorate your small rounded back. 

 

You're a delight to see and fun to watch 

As you climb up a stem to the flower on top. 

 

You're such a happy, cheerful sight 

Before you spread your wings in flight. 

 

                                         Marilyn Blanton 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladybugs 
By Marilyn Blanton 
 

There are 5,000 species of ladybugs. Ladybugs are found on all the continents except Antarctica. Not all 

ladybugs are the same or look alike. They are not all red with black dots like the one that's most familiar to us, 

the seven spotted ladybug. The seven spotted ladybug is a charming little beetle that is native to Europe. It was 

brought to America in the mid 1900's to help control the aphid population that was detrimental to agricultural 

crops.  

 

The seven spotted ladybug, which is also known as a ladybird or lady beetle, is not only charming, itôs 

beneficial. It's a friend to the gardener and the farmer because it's a ferocious predator that feeds on plant-

eating pests, mostly aphids. Aphids are eaten by both larvae and adults. A ladybug has 

chewing mouthparts and can eat up to 5,000 aphids in its lifetime. In the past, European farmers named the 

ladybug "beetle of Our Lady" after they prayed to the Virgin Mary for help when their crops were invaded with 

pests and the ladybugs came and ate the pests. 

 

The seven spotted ladybug, Coccinella septempunctata, is a beetle belonging to the Order Coleoptera. The 

family name, Coccinellidae, is derived from coccineus, the Latin word meaning scarlet. The order name, 

Coleoptera, is derived from Greek and means "sheathed wings." The seven spotted ladybug has two pairs of 
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Features 

Photo by Marilyn Blanton 
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wings. The forewing is a hardened cover called an elytron. The elytra protect the hindwings that are folded 

underneath. When the beetle flies, the elytra are held aside. The ladybug's wings beat 85 times per second.  

 

The seven spotted ladybug goes through a complete metamorphosis starting with football-shaped yellow eggs 

laid in clusters on the underside of a leaf. Larvae that are thought to look like little alligators, hatch from the 

eggs. The larvae molt three times before becoming a pupa and then an adult ladybug. Female ladybugs are 

slightly larger than the males.  

 

Birds are ladybugs' biggest predators. Other predators include frogs, spiders, wasps and dragonflies. As a 

defense, seven spotted ladybugs can secrete a foul-tasting liquid from their knee joints. They can also play 

dead. Their color serves as a warning to predators that they taste bad. Ladybugs usually live about a year but 

can live longer. They are most active in the spring and summer. In cold climates in the winter, they gather and 

hibernate in places like rotting logs and under rocks. 

 

Ladybugs are celebrated in many cultures. They are beloved by children and play a role in folklore and religion. 

They are often a favorite subject in poems and nursery rhymes. They are the national insect of Finland, the 

official insect of five states and a symbol of good luck everywhere.  

 

 

 

Sources: Wikipedia, Insects of Texas by David H. Kattes, and Familiar Insects and Spiders by the Audubon 

Society, and National Geographic 
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Ladybugs (cont.) 

Image  from Bing 
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A H8ful License Plate?  

By Samra Bufkins, Class of 2023 

As Master Naturalists, we canôt always anticipate those random chances to educate somebody, but hereôs one 

that presented a unique opportunity I couldnôt resist. 

I decided to purchase a Texas Master Naturalist license plate. I went online, entered all the information, and 

then thought, ñWhat the heck? Iôll personalize the plate.ò I spent a few minutes playing around with combinations 

of 6 letters and/or numbers and came up with ñH8PRVT.ò  I mean, weôre Master Naturalists, and we hate privet, 

right? As somebody with two English and Journalism degrees, Iôm loathe to deliberately misspell a word, but 

with a limit of six characters beggars canôt be choosers. I was surprised when I submitted it that it was available. 

I hit ñSENDò and figured Iôd see my new plate within 3-4 weeks. 

Well, not so fast, Sam.  Three DAYS later I received this terse but polite email: 
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Texas Department of Motor Vehicles  

To Samra Bufkins 

 

Good afternoon, 

We received your personalized plate application for ñH8PRVTò and appreciate your order. 

After reviewing your selection, the director or the director's designee finds that the personalized alphanumeric pattern 
may be considered objectionable. An objectionable alphanumeric pattern may include words, [or] phrases, or slang 
in any language; phonetic, numeric, or reverse spelling; acronyms; patterns viewed in mirror image; or code that only 
a small segment of the community may be able to readily decipher. Specifically, the department has determined the 
message to be objectionable based on the following criteria in 43 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Ä217.27 (d)(2)
(C) and it will not be issued: 

Criteria (C) derogatory, directly, or indirectly (defined as an expression that is demeaning to, belittles, or disparages 
any person, group, race, ethnicity, nationality, gender, or sexual orientation. ñDerogatoryò may also include a refer-
ence to an organization that advocates the expressions described in this subparagraph). 

Please know when reviewing a personalized alphanumeric pattern, the department is not required to consider the 
applicantôs subjective intent or declared meaning. 

You have the right to appeal the departmentôs decision by submitting a written request 
to specialtyplateappeals@txdmv.gov within 20 days of this notification.  Include the reason the department should 
reconsider your message along with the vehicle identification number and photos of the front, rear, and side of the 
vehicle to which the plates will be attached.  The department will respond to your appeal within 30 days of receipt.  If 
an appeal is not received within 20 days of this notification, the department will automatically refund the fee 
paid.  Please allow 7-10 business days for processing, depending on your financial institution.  If you wish to pursue 
a personalized license plate with an alternate message, please visit www.myplates.com to place a new order. 

If you have questions concerning the information provided, please contact the Special Plates Unit at (512) 000-0000. 

  

Thank you, 

¢a± 

mailto:specialtyplateappeals@txdmv.gov
http://www.myplates.com/
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Hmmmm. I pondered this for about a nanosecond and decided to appeal. So I dutifully photographed all four 

sides of my car to show that the stickers on my vehicle were nothing more subversive than a decal of my alma 

mater (which might be subversive to alumni of Southeastern Conference schools not in Kentucky), a decal for 

my church group, and ñ100 Dentonites Who Give A Damn.ò  I provided the required information with the 

following email: 
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License Plate (Cont.) 

RE: License Plate 

Samra Bufkins 

To  Texas Department of Motor Vehicles  

 

I am writing to appeal the denial of personalized Texas Master Naturalist plates H8PRVT.   

I am a certified Texas Master Naturalist in the DFW Metroplex. The "H8PRVT" is an abbreviation of "I Hate Privet." 
Privet is a plant, not a " person, group, race, ethnicity, nationality, gender, or sexual orientation," nor is it a group that 
espouses hatred toward any person, group, race, ethnicity, nationality, gender, or sexual orientation. It's a plant, and 
lots of people hate it. 

Privet is an exotic invasive species of shrub that is choking out native plants in most of the native forests and prairies 
where the Elm Fork Chapter, of which I am a member, works. We hate it. We spend thousands of person-hours an-
nually trying to get it out of our trails, forests and prairies because it is ruining the ecosystem we work so hard to save 
and to restore to a more natural condition. I have provided links to information about this nasty plant.   

I am a 69 year old widow who loves the outdoors and enjoys volunteering to preserve and protect our natural herit-
age as well as teach children and adults about the ecology of our great state. I would never put anything on my vehi-
cle that would disparage any person, group, race, ethnicity, nationality, gender, or sexual orientation, or any organi-
zation. The stickers on my car are for the university I went to, a church group I belong to, and a charity I support in 
Denton.  

In other words, the "H8PRVT" is an inside joke among master naturalists, master gardeners, native plant enthusiasts 
and most all people working to preserve our wild areas.  

I respectfully request the denial of this plate be overturned.  Thank you. 

https://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/terrestrial/plants/chinese-privet 

www.tsusinvasives.org/home/database/ligustrum-japonicum  

{. 

See next page... 

https://urldefense.us/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov_terrestrial_plants_chinese-2Dprivet&d=DwMFaQ&c=mcnPvAfk3Xtjyky7sc3uA24Vk9hJzQ1fEHisENJPWek&r=gza064YTk3JQ0xnxqLzsjnNCbeLnfNIwcsmcKu0UBKM&m=d0G2Wb3K9Fh1NlvDmruGz4fvdJ_ZYxuNq46m8oeCV0WaAi8T9xb
https://urldefense.us/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.tsusinvasives.org_home_database_ligustrum-2Djaponicum&d=DwMFaQ&c=mcnPvAfk3Xtjyky7sc3uA24Vk9hJzQ1fEHisENJPWek&r=gza064YTk3JQ0xnxqLzsjnNCbeLnfNIwcsmcKu0UBKM&m=d0G2Wb3K9Fh1NlvDmruGz4fvdJ_ZYxuNq46m8oeCV0WaAi8T9xbC64g0Xp
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I hit ñSENDò and basically forgot about it until I received this email the other day:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yep, you never know when youôll get the chance to educate someone. But I sure wish I was a fly on the wall in 
the coffee room when my email was undoubtedly shared. 
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License Plate (Cont.) 

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles  

To Samra Bufkins 

 

Good morning, 

  

We reviewed your appeal for personalized plate H8PRVT and appreciate the information you provided. We over-
turned our original decision and approved issuing this personalized plate.  Please allow three weeks for the plates to 
be manufactured before you pick them up at your local county tax office. Please visit this link https://
www.txdmv.gov/covid-19  at the TxDMV.gov website to see how your county is operating. 

 

Respectfully, 

  

Tania Sanders || Program Specialist IV 
Texas Department of Motor Vehicles 

Vehicle Titles and Registration 

Email: vtr_special_plates@TxDMV.gov   Phone: 512-374-5010 

Tell us how weôre doing. Complete our customer satisfaction survey. 

¢a± 

https://www.txdmv.gov/covid-19
https://www.txdmv.gov/covid-19
mailto:vtr_special_plates@TxDMV.gov
http://nps.bz/TX-654864

