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On the Cover  

Assorted Wildflowers  

by Jerry Hamby include: 

* Indian Blanket (Gaillardia pulchella) 
* Purple Paintbrush (Castilleja 

purpurea) 

* Antelopehorn (Asclepias asperula)  

Photographed at Heritage Wildscape 

Park in Decatur, Texas. 

Naturalist  News 

н 

Cobaea Beardtongue ( Penstemon cobaea), 
from Tammie Walters 
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Buzz From the Board 
 

Happy May, friends!  

Itôs been a wetter-than-usual spring here in north-central Texas, and itôs interesting to see how flora 

and fauna respond to the weather conditions. For example, during the recent iNaturalist City Nature 

Challenge, the Salt Marsh Moth (Estigmene acrea) was the most observed species in the Dallas-Fort 

Worth Metroplex with 508 documentations. Thatôs a relatively high number considering only 45 

observations were documented in the area during last yearôs challenge. Could it be the rain? Probably 

not. Itôs more likely that their emerging population is due to last seasonôs relatively milder winter 

temperatures. But, itôs still fun (and educational) to compare the seasonal ebbs and flows. 

In all, 1,419 citizen scientists in our DFW area (including many TMN-Elm Fork Chapter membersðway 

to go, yôall!) documented 46,032 observations of 3,411 species in four days (April 26th ï 29th), which 

were confirmed by 990 identifiers. While we were in second place for the state of Texas (San Antonio 

Metro Area took the number one spot in the state with 64,777 observations), each and every 

observation is an important documentation of our ecoregionôs biodiversity. And, anyone can 

participate! So, mark your calendars; planning for the 2025 City Nature Challenge will begin this 

September. 

Speaking of biodiversity, Dr. Jim Bednarz will present ñCooperative Hunting Behavior of Harrisôs 

Hawksò at our May 16th  Chapter meeting. Itôs unusual to see a Harrisôs Hawk in our area, as they are 

non-migratory birds who hold more southern territories, including south and southwest Texas. 

Occasionally, though, one may wander our way; there have been 17 documented DFW sightings in 

iNaturalist (although none during the 2024 City Nature Challenge). Please join us to learn more about 

these beautiful, agile, social, and highly intelligent raptors. 

Per usual, our monthly Chapter meetings are free and open to the public; the meeting opens with 

business and announcements at 9:30 am, immediately followed by our program. Youôre also welcome 

to join us for pre-meeting social time beginning at 9 am. This month, weôll gather at the Denton County 

Southwest Courthouse, 6200 Canyon Falls Drive, Flower Mound, TX 76226. Parking is limited; car-

pooling is recommended (and appreciated!). 

TMN-EFC members and Cooke/Denton/Wise county 

residentsðyou make serving our community rich and rewarding. 

Thank you for helping to steward our wonderfully unique part of 

the state (and the world!).  

 

<]®qª·| 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2024-dallas-fort-worth?tab=species
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2024-dallas-fort-worth?tab=species
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2023-dallas-fort-worth?tab=species
https://www.citynaturechallenge.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?order_by=observed_on&place_id=57484&subview=table&taxon_id=5355
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?order_by=observed_on&place_id=57484&subview=table&taxon_id=5355
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Chapter Meeting and Presentation 

Thursday, May 16th, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Denton County Southwest Courthouse 

6200 Canyon Falls Dr.  Å   Flower Mound, TX 76226     
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What Happens Next  

This Monthôs Presentation: 

Social Ecology & Cooperative Breeding in Harrisôs Hawks: 

What Factors Drive Their Unique Cooperative Hunting Behavior? 

By Dr. James Bednarz 

Coordinated hunting by several individuals directed toward 

the capture and sharing of one large prey animal has been 

documented convincingly only for a few mammalian 

carnivores. In New Mexico, Harris's Hawks formed hunting 

parties of two to six individuals in the nonbreeding season. 

This behavior improved capture success and the average 

energy available per individual and enabled hawks to 

dispatch prey larger than themselves. These patterns 

suggest that cooperation is important to understanding the 

evolution of complex social behavior in higher vertebrates 

and, specifically, that benefits derived from team hunting 

are a key factor in the social living of Harris's Hawks. 

Jim Bednarz received his undergraduate degree in 

Fisheries and Wildlife Biology at New Mexico State 

University, M.S. degree in Animal Ecology at Iowa State 

University, and Ph.D. degree in Biology at the University of 

New Mexico. Jim has conducted research on six continents 

for more than three decades emphasizing avian population 

ecology, behavior, and conservation. Although Jim has worked on many different groups of birds 

including waterbirds, waterfowl, game birds, and woodpeckers, most of his research has focused on 

raptors and migratory passerines (songbirds). 

Jim has published over 130 scholarly works including journal articles, monographs, book reviews, book 

chapters, conference proceedings, one book, and was the editor of the Journal of Raptor Research for 

six years. Previous positions include serving as the Director of Research and Higher Education at 

Hawk Mountain Sanctuary in Pennsylvania, working as an environmental consultant in Boise, Idaho, 

and serving as the Director of Wildlife Ecology and Management at Arkansas State University. 

Jim was also involved in the search for and documentation of the rediscovery of the Ivory-billed 

Woodpecker in Arkansas in 2004 ï 2008. 

Jim is a Principal Lecturer at the University of North Texas and works closely mentoring graduate and 

undergraduate students conducting a variety of research on amazing birds! 
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What Happens Soon  
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Awards and Recognition 
April 2024  
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Recertifications 

Brent Bloechle   Class of 2023 

Beckey Cortines  Class of 2021 

Amy Crook   Class of 2020 

Regina Dale   Class of 2019 

Sue Hudiburgh   Class of 2018 

Karen Jamieson  Class of 2017 

Denver Kramer  Class of 2018 

Jan Marie LaPine  Class of 2007 

Carl Malmberg  Class of 2021 

Brenda Martin   Class of 2023 

Nancy McWhorter  Class of 2023 

Amy Montgomery  Class of 2023 

Teri Schnaubelt  Class of 2023 

Jim Terry    Class of 2017 

Kim Wootton   Class of 2017 

Continued ... 

 

Initial Certifications  
Erin Lorance   Class of 2023 

Lynn West    Class of 2023 
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Awards and Recognition 
March 2024 
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Congratulations! 

250 Hour Milestone  
Craig Blow   Class of 2019 

Carl Parsons   Class of 2023 

Jamie Reneau   Class of 2022 

500 Hour Milestone  
Pat Bragg    Class of 2021 

Samra (Sam) Bufkins Class of 2023 

Andrea Dixon   Class of 2023 

Ginny Richards  Class of 2022 
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Red-eared slider in Pecan Creek, by Marissa Shaw 
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Inside Outside News 
Volunteer Opportunities  

More... 
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Deer Path Plant Rescue for all Projects 

Every Day, from now until May 31st 

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

This is an opportunity to rescue plants before the land is 

turned into a housing development. Service hours go to the 

project that the rescued plant or grass is taken to. 

 

Deer Path is in Flower Mound, 75022: From Wichita Trail turn south on High Meadow Rd., east on 

Meadow Lark, and south on Deer Path. Look for the turn-in on the left. The road becomes Deer 

Path. 

For more information contact Becky Bertoni through the Members Area Membership Directory. 

Inside Outside News 
Volunteer Opportunities  

Bluestem and Elm Fork Chaptersô Pollinator Garden Collaboration 

Bluestem Chapter and Elm Fork Chapter Texas Master Naturalists are collaborating on building a 

pollinator garden at Shady Shores Baptist Church at 401 West Shady Shores Road, Shady 

Shores, TX 76208. 

Workday sessions will be on the east side of the church lawn (weather permitting).   

Tuesdays from 9:30 a.m. -11:30 a.m.  

Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. -11:30 a.m. until the end of the school year  

Please bring your shovels, gloves and enthusiasm and join Boy Scouts Pack 60 parents and 

Bluestem TMN as we begin to build a native pollinator garden as a gift to the sponsor church for 

Troop 60/Pack 60/Crew 60! The church is located on 4 acres. Our scouts will also be joining in as 

a service project on future work days. 

There has been a great deal of habitat loss in Denton in recent months and our pollinators will 

benefit from a new native garden. 

For contact information, please see the Elm Fork Chapter calendar on our website. 

VMS Code:  P170608 Special Projects 

(To request this VMS Code be added to your account, send the project name and project 

number    24MAR-VSP01-OGC to VMS team for approval) 

More... 

 


