
  

 

Naturalist News 

Weôre on the Web www.txmn.org/elmfork       On Facebook: www.facebook.com/TexasMasterNaturalistElmFork/  

April 2024   Volume 24, Issue 4 

http://www.txmn.org/elmfork
http://www.facebook.com/TexasMasterNaturalistElmFork/


н 

 

      April 2024   

Inside This Issue: 
Buzz from the Boardééééééééééé.3 

What Happens Next.éééééééééé...4 

Hereôs Whatôs New..éééééééééé...7 

Awards and Recognitionéééé.ééé..8 

Field Notes in Focus.éééééé.ééé.10 

Inside Outside Newséééééééééé.11 

Quick Tipséééééééééééééééééé.17 

Projects in the Communityééééé...18 

Featuresééééééééééééééééééé..21 

Tweet of the Monthéééééééééé....25 

25th Anniversary Specialééééééé.27 

This Monthôs Contributorséééééé..29 

Almost Last Word..ééééééééééé..30 

Who We Are.ééééééééééééééé...31 

 

On the Cover:  
Exploring South Hickory Creek,  

By Jamie Reneau 

Naturalist  News 

н 

Tree shadows during the eclipse,  

from Tammie Walters 



о 

 

 

 
 

    April 2024       Naturalist News  

о 

Buzz From the Board 
 

Happy April, friends! 

 

Spring has sprung here in north central Texas, and, each day, weôre happily discovering signs 
of new life in the landscape. This season affords us the joy of assessing our projectsð
appreciating the previous work thatôs been done while rolling up our proverbial sleeves and 
continuing to further refine and steward our natural resources as we educate and engage our 
community residents. What a joy to have weather thatôs not too cold or too hot, but just right! 

Speaking of service, National Volunteer Week is April 21st ï 27th, and our Texas Master 
Naturalist ï Elm Fork Chapter members are the very best of the bunch! Every TMN-EFC 
project is carefully and thoughtfully chosen to fulfill and further our mission: develop a corps of 
well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the 
beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the 
State of Texas. (Our Chapter covers Cooke, Denton and Wise counties.) And, behind every 
project are the individuals who selflessly serve, lending their time and talent to support our 
Chapter and our community. Thanks to each and every one of you; what a pleasure and 
privilege to volunteer with you! 

And, if you havenôt yet heard the buzz, Iôll be presenting a program on native bees at our April 
18th Chapter meeting. Per usual, our monthly Chapter meetings are free and open to the 
public; the meeting opens with business and announcements at 9:30 am, immediately 
followed by our program. Youôre also welcome to join us for pre-meeting social time beginning 
at 9 am. This month, weôll gather at the Denton County Administrative Courthouse (1 
Courthouse Drive, Denton, TX). I hope to see you there! 

TMN-EFC members and Cooke/Denton/Wise county residentsðyou bring life to this land! May 
your landscapes and your lives multiply and prosperðfilled to overflowing with your very 
favoritesðthis month and every month. 
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Chapter Meeting and Presentation 

Thursday, April 18th, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse 

1 Courthouse Drive    E    Denton, TX 76208  
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What Happens Next  

This Monthôs Presentation: 

Whatôs the Buzz About 

Native Bees 

By Kathryn Wells 

Learn about the most common native bees in 

North Texas, why they are so beneficial, and how 

to protect their habitat in your garden or land-

scape. 

Current President of Texas Master Naturalist-Elm Fork Chapter, and Immedi-

ate Past President of Denton County Master Gardener Association, Kathryn 

loves and appreciates the importance of Texas native 

plants, especially those indigenous to our north-central 

Texas ecoregion, and she especially loves creating 

bee-friendly habitats. Grants Coordinator of the Native 

Plant Society of Texas-Trinity Forks Chapter, Kathryn 

is a certified instructor for all five Native Landscape 

Certification Programs including ñNative Landscapes 

for Birdsò. Her property is a Monarch Way Station and 

a Certified Wildlife HabitatÈ; the latest resident is a 

Greater Roadrunner she calls Tex.  
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April 21stðApril 27th 

National Volunteer Week is celebrated each year to recognize 

the contributions of volunteers. The Elm Fork Chapter has 

plenty to celebrate for National Volunteer Week 2024: 

¶ 246 amazing volunteers, and counting, 

¶ 31,827 hours of volunteer work, 

¶ and 25 years as a chapter! 

    April 2024    Naturalist News  

р 

What Happens Next  
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It's that time of year again! The 2024 iNaturalist City Nature 

Challenge April 26-April 29. We will be competing with 

many cities across the globe for number of observations 

and number of species.  

We have landed in the top 5 every year since the inception 

and plan to keep it that way. We have also finished No. 1 for 

the State of Texas, beating out Houston, San Antonio and 

all the other cities in TX.  

Yes, we are that good!  

Stay tuned for some mini blitzs we will have during the four 

days of observations at our project sites; we hope to have at 

least one a day during the challenge and hope to see eager 

iNaters on the trails taking photos.  

We will have until May 4th to ID observations. If you have 

any questions please contact Mary Morrow through 

projects@efctmn.org or the Members Directory on our 

website. 

See  page 11 for the City Nature Challenge invite at LLELA! 

mailto:projects@efctmn.org
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Introducing the 

Announcement Request Form 

The Announcement Request Form is designed to streamline the announcement submission process 

and allow for more accuracy in announcements provided to the Communications Team and Chapter 

members.  

The Announcement Request Form is on our website in the Members Area What's New section, and in 

the Members Area under Forms and Documents.  

You can also click the link here: https://txmn.org/elmfork/announcement-request/  
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Hereõs Whatõs New 

https://txmn.org/elmfork/announcement-request/
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Awards and Recognition 
March 2024 
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Recertifications 

Mindy Anderson  Class of 2015 

Gale Bacon   Class of 2018 

Sharon Barr   Class of 2008 

Barbara Beane   Class of 2018 

Abigail Beck   Class of 2023 

Marilyn Blanton  Class of 1999 

Brynne Bryan   Class of 2022 

Troy Dale    Class of 2020 

Susan Hamby   Class of 2022 

Lin Hampton   Class of 2022 

Kaye Jackson   Class of 2015 

Sandy LaQuey   Class of 2019 

Bryan Lewis   Class of 2020 

Jean Mason   Class of 2017 

Vin Merrill   Class of 2011 

Dale Meyer   Class of 2011 

Chryl Prestemon  Class of 2020 

Jamie Reneau   Class of 2022 

Elise Spain   Class of 2017 

Tammie Walters  Class of 2020 

Continued ... 
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Awards and Recognition 
March 2024 
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Congratulations! 

250 Hour Milestone  
Lin Hampton   Class of 2022 

2000 Hour Milestone  
Sharon Barr   Class of 2008 

Pam Bennett   Class of 2019 

Jane Duke    Class of 2009 

Donna Wolfe   Class of 1998 

500 Hour Milestone  
Susan Hamby   Class of 2022 

1500 Hour Milestone  
Denver Kramer  Class of 2018 
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Toad at Cooper Creek, by Jonathan Reynolds  
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Inside Outside News 

The Friends of LLELA invite you to natureôs paradise 

for the annual 

City Nature Challenge 2024 by  iNaturalist 

Friday April 26 @ 6:00 AM - Monday April 29 @ 8:00 PM 

 
What is the City Nature Challenge (CNC)? 

The CNC is an international event, motivating people around the world to find and document wildlife in 

their own cities. Run by the Community Science teams at the California Academy of Sciences and the 

Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County (NHM), the CNC is an annual four-day global bioblitz at 

the end of April, where cities are in a collaboration-meets-friendly-competition to see what can be 

accomplished when we all work toward a common goal. 

How can I participate? 

¶ Find Wildlife 

¶ It can be any WILD plant, animal, or any other evidence of life found in your city. 

Take a Picture or Record a Sound 

¶ Take a picture or record the sound of what you find. Be sure to note the location of the critter or plant. 

Your camera or phone may be able to gps tag your location for you. 

Share 

¶ Share your observations through iNaturalist app or website. Download the app for freeéIf itôs planted or 

taken care of by people it is not WILD. Mark it captive/cultivated! 

Where can I participate? 

¶ Anywhere in the Dallas Fort Worth 7 county area. ORé 

¶ LLELA - 201 E Jones St, Lewisville, TX 75057 

Come spend time with us at LLELA (Lewisville Lake Environmental Learning Area) in Lewisville, 

Texas. We are a 2,600-acre wildlife area situated at the base of Lewisville Lake. A combination of 

grasslands, prairies, pocket prairies, marshes and wooded areas teeming with wildlife. The Elm Fork 

branch of the Trinity River bisects the property. 

LLELAôs trails include: 

* Bittern Marsh Trail 

* Redbud Trail 

* Blackjack Trail 

* Cicada Trail 

* Cottonwood Trail 

* Green Dragon Trail 

Continued on next page... 
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Inside Outside News 
 

(City Nature Challenge, continued) 

What does it cost? 

Normally there is a $5 daily entrance fee per car (or seasonal passes available). During this 4 day event 

admission is FREE when a vehicle occupant presents their iNaturalist app (free download from App 

Stores). 

If you havenôt used the iNaturalist app before, no worriesé there will be someone available from 8-10am 

each day to teach you how to useé itôs an easy process 1) open app, 2) take a picture, 3) identify what you 

took picture of or ask app to identify, then 4) shareé 

Who can participate? 

Anyone who can operate a camera or smartphone!!! Itôs a great experience for the whole family to get out 

and experience natureé come alone or bring the kids for a wonderful nature experience! 

What can I expect to see? 

¶ LLELA is loaded with many species of flora (plants) and fauna (animals). What can be observed de-

pends on the wildlife, time of day, location and environment.  

¶ There is a wide array of native plants and trees. 

¶ Insects including various species of damselflies, dragonflies, bees, spiders, butterflies and so many 

moreé 

¶ Reptiles and Amphibians including snakes, lizards, turtles, frogs and toadsé 

¶ Birds galore including eagles, osprey, kestrels, vultures, herons, egrets, cormorants, songbirds and 

migratory birdsé 

¶ Mammals including deer, coyotes, bobcats, raccoons, and armadilloé 

¶ Marsupials featuring the opossum  
 

For more information contact Denver Kramer through projects@efctmn.org, or the Members 

Directory on our website, or go to City Nature Challenge 2024 by iNaturalist - Friends of LLELA  

 

 

tƘƻǘƻǎ ōȅ 5ŜƴǾŜǊ YǊŀƳŜǊ 

mailto:projects@efctmn.org
https://www.friendsofllela.org/event/city-nature-challenge-2024-by-inaturalist-2024-city-challenge/
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Inside Outside News 
Volunteer Opportunities  

Helpers/Ambassadors & Planners Needed 

for the 2024 Projects Showcase 

Sign up to be a helper/ambassador for the prep-day (July 17th), showcase-day 

(July 18th), or both, and separately let the showcase manager know if you'd 

like to help plan the event.  Helpers/ambassadors set up tables per the plan 

and take them down, guide project managers to their reserved tables, and 

provide tours for our special guests (the public) through the projects.  Planners 

create the layout of tables based on the reservations of project managers, 

either in person or via zoom.   

For more information contact Bryan Lewis through projects@efctmn.org, or the 

Members Directory on our website. 

Click here to sign up:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4FAFAD29ABF8C61-48642226-project#/ 

 

More... 

 

mailto:projects@efctmn.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4FAFAD29ABF8C61-48642226-project#/
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Inside Outside News 
Volunteer Opportunities  

DISD School Days at Clear Creek 

Spring 2024ð 

Going Strong, 
but Still Needs Volunteers! 

School Days, a project of the Elm Fork Master 

Naturalists and with DCMGA, began on March 25 and 

will run through May 10.  We are hosting the Denton ISD 

second graders, their teachers and many parents and 

grandparents.  Please join us at Clear Creek from 9:00-

1:30 any day that you are able.  All ability levels are 

welcome and on-the-job training is availableðit takes 

about two minutes.  

Please consider coming.  We will need 10 volunteers 

daily and will see about 2500 students by May 10.  

 

 

 

For more information contact: Elise Spain or Sharon Betty through projects@efctmn.org, or through 

the Membership Directory in the Members Area of the Elm Fork Chapter website. 

C

Click here to sign up 

Rescue the Little Bluestem at Green Acres 

Saturday, April 20th, 9:15 AMð? 

Green Acres Farm Memorial Park 

4400 Hide-A-Way Lane 

Flower Mound 76226 
 

We are digging plants from a development site and 

replanting them at Green Acres! We will need lots of folks 

to plant and help out--the developer will have his workers 

digging and transporting grasses and we will be 

planting.  Please let Becky Bertoni know if you can help or 

need more information. Contact her through 

projects@efctmn.org, or through the Membership 

Directory in the Members Area of the Elm Fork Chapter 

website. 

More... 

 

mailto:projects@efctmn.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C49A4A62BAB9-48198088-denton#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C49A4A62BAB9-48198088-denton#/
mailto:projects@efctmn.org

