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Hello and thank you for your interest in 
the Texas Master Naturalist program !!! 

We engage Texans of all ages through 
education and outreach as one of the 
core tenets of the Texas Master 
Naturalist program.  
 
Our Mission is to develop a corps of well-
informed volunteers to provide education, 
outreach, and service dedicated to the 
beneficial management of natural 
resources and natural areas within their 
communities for the State of Texas. 

 

 

“Spring is 
nature’s way 
of saying, 
‘Let’s party!” 
 
- Robin Williams  

March 2024 

Please Join Us for our Next Meeting  

Master Naturalist meetings are open to the public. 

This month’s meeting program: Eclipses 101, Get Ready for 
April 8, Total Solar Eclipse, presented by Dorian Janney. 
 
Thursday, March 21st 
9 am to Noon  
 
Denton County Southwest Courthouse  
Map & Directions 

 2024 marks the 25th anniversary  
of the Elm Fork Chapter  

of Texas Master Naturalists 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Denton+County+Southwest+Courthouse/@33.0727588,-97.2056398,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x864dce3f79461679:0xd9401d2619271ebb!8m2!3d33.0727588!4d-97.2030649!16s%2Fg%2F11d_8znjkz?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Denton+County+Southwest+Courthouse/@33.0727588,-97.2056398,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x864dce3f79461679:0xd9401d2619271ebb!8m2!3d33.0727588!4d-97.2030649!16s%2Fg%2F11d_8znjkz?entry=ttu
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Plant Native 

Click Here 

The Trinity Forks Chapter of the Native 
Plant Society of Texas serves Denton 
County and the surrounding area.  
 

The mission is promoting research,  
conservation, and utilization of native 
plants and plant habitats through  
education, outreach, and example. 
 

 

Native plants are important for the health of local ecosystems. 
Plus, they create a sense of beauty in our landscapes and are an 
important food source for our favorite wildlife such as  
butterflies and birds. 
 

Find the Perfect Texas Native Plant for Your Landscape. 
 

The purpose of this database is to help you fill your landscape 
with native plants that are best adapted to your region and 

https://www.npsot.org/resources/native-plants/native-plants-database/
https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/s/category/detail/0ZG4x00000095oNGAQ?c__results_layout_state=%7B%7D
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Little Elm  
66-miles of shoreline and an intricate 
trail system that continues to expand.  
 
Little Elm Park 
Little Elm Park is one of the town's 
largest and most popular parks,  
situated on the shores of Lewisville 
Lake. It features a sandy beach area, 
a swimming area, a boat ramp, picnic 
areas, and playgrounds. There's also a 
volleyball court and a pavilion for 
gatherings.  
 
Beard Park 
Beard Park is a serene neighborhood 
park offering a playground, basketball 
court, and a beautiful gazebo for  
picnics and relaxation. It's a great 
place for families to enjoy some  
outdoor time.  
 
Cottonwood Park 
Cottonwood Park is a green space 
with walking trails and a serene pond. 
It's a peaceful spot for a leisurely 
stroll or for birdwatching. The park 
also has a playground for children. 
 
McCord Park 
McCord Park is another neighbor-
hood park with a playground and  
picnic area. It's a great place for kids 
to play and for families to enjoy a 
meal outdoors.  
 
Lakefront Trail 
The Lakefront Trail runs along the 
shoreline of Lewisville Lake, offering 
stunning views of the water. It's a 
popular spot for walking, jogging, and 
biking. You can also enjoy fishing 
from the trail. 
 
Harts Branch Trail 
The Harts Branch Trail connects the 
Lakefront Trail at Eldorado Parkway 
to Walker Lane. This 12-foot wide 
concrete trail winds through the 
beautiful trees and neighborhoods, 
providing connectivity to residents 
and visitors alike. 
 
Johnny Broyles Trail 
Johnny Broyles Trail is a hike and 
bike trail with a 10-foot wide  
concrete path that spans just under a 
mile, and a crushed granite path of 
out one quarter mile. 
 

Take a Hike 

Ray Roberts Lake State Park 
Explore miles of trails on foot, bike 
or horseback. Horse riders can use 
12 miles of the trail, while 10 miles 
are for hike and bike use only.   
Johnson Branch and Isle du 
Bois have multi-use trails, some of 
which are paved. 
Johnson Branch Unit 
Ray Roberts Lake State Park - Johnson 
Branch Unit Map & Directions  

Dogwood Canyon Trail 
This primitive path winds through 
Cross Timbers and pockets of  
native prairie, providing a variety of 
views.  
Kid Fish Pond Trail 
Take a relaxing stroll around the 
Kid Fish Pond. Bring your pole, and 
wet a line when you finish your 
hike! 
Cross Timbers Trail 
This paved trail is great for families 
of all ages! Pick this trail up from 
nearly any camping loop, and start 
your adventure! 
DORBA Trail 
Named for the Dallas Off-Road  
Bicycle Association, six consecu-
tive trails were built by mountain 
bikers. Intense riding crisscrosses 
prairies and timber lands alike. 
Isle du Bois Unit  
Ray Roberts Lake State Park - Isle Du Bois 
Unit Map & Directions 
Eagle Activity Trail 
Can you leap like a frog? Scamper 
like a squirrel? 
Test your animal abilities and more 
on this self-guided trail 
designed for kids and their fami-
lies.  
Lost Pines Trail 
Catch a glimpse of the lake, see a 
remnant of an early settler's cabin, 
and take in the towering pines 
mixed with native oaks and elms, 
all in a half-mile loop. 
Randy Bell Scenic Trail 
Experience the many stories this 
trail has to share and explore 
the woodlands and prairies as they 
were before 
Ray Roberts Lake was developed. 
Wagon Wheel Crossing 
This trail system connects the 
Horse Blaze Trail on the FM 455 
section of the Greenbelt to the 
Bluestem parking area, where you 
can access the rest of the multi-use 
equestrian trail system. 
Red Bud Run 
Explore this relatively flat multi-use 
equestrian trail as it follows the 
shoreline. 
Rocky Spur 
Up for a challenge? Explore the 
sandstone rocks and cross through 
terrain with many elevation  
changes. 

https://www.littleelm.org/201/Little-Elm-Park
https://www.littleelm.org/954/Beard-Park
https://www.littleelm.org/953/Cottonwood-Park
https://www.littleelm.org/955/McCord-Park
https://www.littleelm.org/1278/Lakefront-Trail
https://www.littleelm.org/1279/Harts-Branch-Trail
https://www.littleelm.org/203/Johnny-Broyles-Nature-Trail
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/ray-roberts-lake/jb-trails-info
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/ray-roberts-lake/trails-info
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/ray-roberts-lake/trails-info
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ray+Roberts+Lake+State+Park+-+Johnson+Branch+Unit/@33.4297819,-97.0590401,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x864c528f3e450eef:0x7a67356d5a59a585!8m2!3d33.4297819!4d-97.0564652!16s%2Fg%2F1tlz_lct?entry=ttu
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/ray-roberts-lake
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/ray-roberts-lake
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/ray-roberts-lake/map
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ray+Roberts+Lake+State+Park+Isle+du+Bois/@33.3656495,-97.0305866,15z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x864c4dc530c498d3:0x49d77f85ec653cf9!8m2!3d33.3656509!4d-97.0121326!16s%2Fg%2F1tcz_y57?entry=ttu
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/ray-roberts-lake
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/ray-roberts-lake
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/ray-roberts-lake/map
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Visit our Booth 

LLELA's Full Circle Trace Race 

Saturday, April 13 - 8 a.m. to Noon 

Lake Lewisville Environmental Learning Area Nature Preserve 
201 E Jones Street, Lewisville, TX 75057 
 
The Friends of LLELA is hosting the newly expanded "Full Circle Trail Race" 
to raise funds for restoration and educational projects. This year's event will 
be run by Tejas Trails and will feature all new distance categories including 
our first ever full marathon!  Races: 26.2 mi, 13.1 mi, 10k, 5k, youth 1 mi  
Registration is open so secure your spot today!  

Redbud Festival 
Saturday, April 20 - 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Denton Civic Center, 321 E. McKinney Street, Denton 
 
Celebrate in the Redbud Capital of Texas! 
The award-winning Denton Redbud Festival has been promoting  
community beautification and Denton pride since 1994. The Redbud 
Festival features dozens of vendors with tree and plant sales, gardening 
supplies, household items and local/handmade products, along with  
family-friendly activities and live, local music.  This is a free public event.  

Shady Shores Spring Clean and Arbor Day 
Saturday, April 20 - 9 a.m. to Noon 
Shady Shores Town Hall, 101 South Shady Shores Rd, Denton, TX 76208 
 
Please join the town of Shady Shores in celebrating Arbor Day! 
We are collecting shredding, e-waste and will have roll offs. BUT more than 
that we will be hosting several local community groups. Follow our Facebook 
event Spring Clean and Arbor Day Celebration (https://fb.me/
e/1rMWWhnuC) and watch the details unfold on our website https://
tinyurl.com/ShadyShorescleanups. 

Lantana Earth Day 
Saturday, April 13 - 9 a.m. to Noon 
North Community Center, 11555 Lantana Trl. Argyle, TX 76226  
 
The Fresh Water Supply District is hosting the annual Lantana Earth Day 
event, with lots of exciting new reasons to park your car and stroll the  
exhibits! Earth Day will provide residents with information on the  
environment, tree care for our area, and tough native plants, with hands-on 
activities for the kids and a guided nature hike.  It’s also an opportunity to 
dispose of hazardous and bulk materials and get your sensitive documents 
shredded. 

Look for the Texas Master Naturalist - Elm Fork Chapter booth at 
the following events: 

https://www.tejastrails.com/circle
https://runsignup.com/Race/TX/Lewisville/FullCircleTrailRace?_gl=1*dmef30*_gcl_au*NjYyMTQ4ODQ4LjE3MDI1MDIyODE.*_ga*MTM0ODg4NTE4MS4xNzAyNTAyMjgx*_ga_GLXGDHXG6F*MTcwODExMjQ4MS43LjEuMTcwODExMjQ5Mi40OS4wLjA.
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Project Showcase 

The Spring Season of the Wellness in Nature (WiN) Walks is here!!! 
 
For six weeks beginning in April, Texas Master Naturalists, in  
collaboration with Dementia Friendly Denton County, will guide  
persons struggling with memory loss and their caregivers through select 

city parks across Denton, Flower Mound, Lewisville, and Carrollton.   
 
Nature, intrinsic to our physical, emotional, and mental wellbeing, has the 
unique ability to calm stress, boost creativity, empathy, and wonder,  
enhance social interactions, and alleviate feelings of loneliness, isolation, 

and anxiety, thus bringing significant health benefits. 
 
We receive so much praise and positive feedback about this pro-
gram.  Here are some ways that you can be part of this life changing  
experience: 
 
 Participate in a park inventory of flora and fauna 
 Sign up to lead a walk 
 Place flyers in select locations and post on social media outlets  
 

For details, contact Matt Brown at mbrown75022@gmail.com or  
972-839-0005. 
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Our chapter provides close to 30,000 volunteer 
hours annually in conservation, restoration and 
education activities throughout Denton, Wise 
and Cooke counties.  
 
For over 23 years, we’ve trained close to 1,000 
volunteers who have developed and  
interpreted nature trails, built pollinator gar-
dens, measured water quality, led educational 
hikes in area parks and nature centers,  
monitored species biodiversity and led many 
other beneficial environmental conservation 
projects. 

Please consider  
helping our efforts. 

Not a Texas Master Naturalist, but 
want to volunteer? 

 

Check out these volunteer opportunities  
in your area.  

iNaturalist describes itself as "an online social  
network of people sharing biodiversity information 
to help each other learn about nature", with its 
primary goal being to connect people to nature.  

iNaturalist provides a place to record 
and organize nature findings, meet  
other nature enthusiasts, and learn 
about the natural world. 

You Can Help! 

 
Prairie Restoration -  
Volunteer Day _ 
Ray Roberts Lake 
 

Want to get involved to make 
a difference ? 
 
 

Join Texas Conservation Alliance  and Texas Parks and Wildlife  
in restoring our prairies by aiding in the removal of invasive species and  
encroaching small trees. These efforts will prepare park grounds for future 
projects such as prescribed burns and native planting that will help restore 
them into natural, prairie habitat that will benefit local wildlife, park visitors, 
and trail accessibility. 
 
- April 13th - 9AM-12PM  
- Ray Roberts Lake State Park - Isle Du Bois Unit Map & Directions  
- Parking/Meeting Location—Bluestem Grove parking lot 
 
REGISTRATION is REQUIRED. To register visit the link below and sign up. 
https://www.tcatexas.org/event-details/take-action-restore-prairie-at-ray-
roberts-state-park 
 
This is considered a volunteer opportunity and entrance fees are waived for 
registered participants. Let Headquarters staff know you are a volunteer 
when you arrive (They will have a list of registered volunteer names) 
 
More information about this event… 

https://media.efctmn.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Volunteer-in-Your-Community-revised-6-22.pdf
https://txmn.org/elmfork/donate-to-elm-fork-chapter
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/ray-roberts-lake
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/ray-roberts-lake/map
https://www.tcatexas.org/event-details/take-action-restore-prairie-at-ray-roberts-state-park
https://www.tcatexas.org/event-details/take-action-restore-prairie-at-ray-roberts-state-park
https://www.tcatexas.org/event-details/take-action-restore-prairie-at-ray-roberts-state-park


 

Educational Opportunities 

March 2024 

Many educational videos are available on our YouTube Channel!!! 

More Educational Opportunities... 

Interested in having a Master 
Naturalist as a speaker for your 
next event? 
 
Contact our Speakers Bureau for 
more information.  

The Texas A&M AgriLife    
Extension Service  
is a unique education agency 
with a statewide network of 
professional educators, 
trained volunteers, and  
county offices. 

 

DISCOVER AGRILIFE LEARN 
 
AgriLife Learn is the home for educational 
resources for Texas A&M AgriLife Extension. Grab quick information for 
solutions you need now, or sign up for one our courses or certifications to 
change the trajectory of your future path. From gardening to goats, and 
childcare to lawn maintenance, we’ve got you covered with the latest re-
search-backed information from Texas A&M AgriLife. 
 
In addition to courses, a library of Publications are available to extend the 
latest research and expert knowledge with the people of Texas.   
Here you can find this information as packaged material that are easy to 
use and download. 

In addition to this Educational Opportunities newsletter, The Elm Fork 
Chapter produces a monthly newsletter for it’s members. This newsletter is 
now available in an audio version. 
 
The audio version is being produced by our very own chapter member, Teri 
Schnaubelt (Class of 2023), an award-winning audiobook narrator of over 
400 titles and traditional voiceover actor.  
 
“Stream: The Naturalist News” (February 2024 edition) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwqbYBAGd7Y 

Enjoy learning about improving water quality, water quantity, conservation 
practices, water law, and aquatic habitats. Join us throughout the year for 
FREE.   
Desalination: Southmost Regional Water Authority Brackish Groundwater 
Treatment Facility: Thursday, April 18 @ 6:30-7:30 PM CT  
 
Judy K. Adams, Division Manager, Jose Armando Garza, Water Treatment 
Manager, & Jacob Galvan with Brownsville Public Utilities Board; Southmost 
Regional Water Authority  
•  Register  
• Visit the Texas Waters webpage for information on becoming a certified 

Texas Waters Specialist and view recorded webinars from 2017-2023.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqkqFk3UWfW5CFfjgPBgCMw
https://txmn.org/elmfork/about-us/request-a-speaker/
https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/s/
https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/s/category/publications/0ZG4x00000095lJGAQ?c__results_layout_state=%7B%7D
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8033190718975861086
https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-education/texaswatersprogram?utm_campaign=govdelivery-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-education/texaswatersprogram/texaswatersspecialist?utm_campaign=govdelivery-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Keep up to date on the wonderful world of the 
Elm Fork Chapter Texas Master Naturalist program. 

 
Please like us on Facebook and visit our websites!!!  

 

 

The Texas Master Naturalist-Elm Fork Chapter proudly serves 
Denton, Cooke and Wise counties. 

The Elm Fork Chapter was established in 1999. as one of the 
first chapters in the state.  We are a group of over 200 active 
members, sharing our curiosity, knowledge and love of nature.  

The Texas Master Naturalist program is a partnership between 
the Texas AgriLife Extension Service, Texas Parks & Wildlife, 
and other local partners.  

About Us... 

 
We look forward to YOU becoming a Texas Master Naturalist!!! 

 
To become a Texas Master Naturalist, please email us at: 

training@efctmn.org. 

Copyright © 2024 Elm Fork Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist, All rights reserved. 
You are receiving this email because you opted in via our website or at our booth. 

 
Our mailing address is: 

Elm Fork Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist 
611 Kimberly Drive, Hulcher Service Building B Suite 114 

Denton,Texas, 76208 

 
Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.  

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/asset-local/texas-master-naturalist-program/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/wildlife/wildlife-diversity/master-naturalist/
https://www.facebook.com/TexasMasterNaturalistElmFork
https://txmn.org/elmfork/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqkqFk3UWfW5CFfjgPBgCMw
https://txmn.us17.list-manage.com/profile?u=d6f1c1155b84a6de45ba2ebce&id=f83c67bcb6&e=%5bUNIQID%5d&c=3bcfb885c5
https://txmn.us17.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=d6f1c1155b84a6de45ba2ebce&id=f83c67bcb6&t=b&e=%5bUNIQID%5d&c=3bcfb885c5

