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Buzz From the Board 
 

Happy March, friends! 

 

Each new season in Texas is interesting (and keeps us on our proverbial toes!). No matter the 

weather, thereôs a spring in our collective step as we march forth to serve our community, steward 

our environment, and celebrate our most favorite things. 

 

One of our treasured service opportunities is to educate and engage the next generation of natu-

ralists, and DISD School Days at Clear Creek is one project which allows us to do just that. Since 

its 2017 inception and 2018 inaugural program, weôve reached tens of thousands of second and 

fourth graders (as well as hundreds of accompanying adults). Held at Clear Creek Natural Herit-

age Center in Denton, our Spring 2024 session begins on March 25
th
 and continues through May 

10
th
. Project Managers Elise Spain and Sharon Betty and the entire stellar team of Chapter mem-

ber volunteers are prepared to welcome each busload of smiling faces, eager to learn more about 

the wonders of nature. With educational stations, exhibits, and presentations on a variety of topics 

from Native Wildflowers to Amazing Owls, every day with our young naturalists is a hoot! 

 

And, in case youôve been in the dark and donôt yet know, a total solar eclipse will cross North 

America on April 8
th
. To help prepare and educate us about this rare visible occurrence, NASAôs 

Dorian Janney will present ñEclipses 101ò at our March 21
st
 Chapter meeting. (Kudos to our 

Chapterôs Advanced Training Director, David Jones, for securing Dorian and her timely program!) 

Dorian will teach us how and why NASA studies eclipses and how we can be involved in collect-

ing eclipse data for NASAôs ñGLOBE Observerò citizen science program. Per usual, our monthly 

Chapter meetings are free and open to the public; the meeting opens with business and an-

nouncements at 9:30 am, immediately followed by our program. Youôre also welcome to join us 

for pre-meeting social time beginning at 9 am. This month, weôll gather at the Denton County 

Southwest Courthouse (6200 Canyon Falls Drive, Flower Mound, TX 76226). Parking is limited; 

car-pooling is recommended (and appreciated!). 

 

Friends, may this spring season be full of your very favorites. Letôs enjoy the great outdoors; 

ready, set, March! 

<]®qª·| 

https://www.cityofdenton.com/222/Clear-Creek
https://www.cityofdenton.com/222/Clear-Creek
https://science.nasa.gov/eclipses/future-eclipses/eclipse-2024/where-when/
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What Happened Last  

Volunteer of the Year 
Carl Patrick, Class of 2005 

Carl is described as kind, calm, serious, knowledgeable, and a tireless volunteer ready to assist with or su-

pervise the completion of the most difficult or mundane tasks needed to maintain some of our most pre-

cious natural resources, such as walking trails or prairie restorations. This master naturalist manages all 

tasks to maintain one of our native plant nurseries and the seedlings and plants inside, and the resulting, 

greatest outcome is perhaps the providing of thousands of native plants to Lewisville ISD 7th Graders for 

transplanting into a prairie restoration. 

Project of the Year: 
Lewisville Extending the Green Project - Roots for Wings 

According to the March 14, 2023 issue of Texas Monthly, ñOne Texas Town is Rethinking the American 

Lawn.ò  And, a chapter project is helping.  This project encourages residential property owners in Lewisville 

to replace non-native, water-hungry lawns with certified, mostly-native landscapes that sustain pollina-

tors.  Chapter volunteers have contributed to the creation of a pollinator-friendly demonstration garden, and 

assist with outreach, training, plant selection, garden design, and re-certifying gardens. Lewisville Extend-

ing the Green - Roots for Wings - a partnership with Denton County Master Gardeners Association, Native 

Plant Society of Texas and the City of Lewisville . 

Outstanding ServiceñNatural Resource Service 

1.  Dinah Stults, Class of 2020 

2.  Jerry Hamby, Class of 2014 

3.  Leonard Chochrek, Class of 2019 

4.  Whit Dieterich, Class of 2022 

Outstanding ServiceñPublic Understanding 

1.  Diane Wetherbee, Class of 2000 

2.  Co-Winners Kristina Richter, Class of 2021, and Jerry Clark, Class of 2021  

 

Texas Master Naturalist, Elm Fork Chapter 

Winners of the 2023 Annual Awards 

Continued ... 
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What Happened Last (cont.)  

Outstanding ServiceñOutreach and Education 

1.  Elise Spain, Class of 2017 

2.  Scott Kiester, Class of 2003 

3.  Trish Reyes, Class of 2021 

Outstanding ServiceñBuilding Our Chapter 

1.  Co-Winners - Susan Warren, Class of 2021, and Carl Patrick, Class of 2005 

2.  Mike Hatch, Class of 2014 

3.  Co-winners Karen McGraw, Class of 2015, and Susan Warren, Class of 2021 

4.  Betty Mullenweg, Class of 2001  

Most HoursñIntern 

1.  Whit Dieterich, Class of 2022 

Most HoursñVeteran 

1.  Carl Patrick, Class of 2005 

 

 

Texas Master Naturalist, Elm Fork Chapter 

Winners of the 2023 Annual Awards (Cont.) 

Congratulations!!! 
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Chapter Meeting and Presentation 

Thursday, March 21st, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Denton County Southwest Courthouse 

6200 Canyon Falls Drive   *   Flower Mound, TX 76226 
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What Happens Next  

This Monthôs Presentation: 

Eclipses 101 

By Dorian Janney  

During this Zoom presentation, we will learn about solar 

eclipses. Find out why we had to wear solar eclipse glasses 

during the annular eclipse, but can remove them during to-

tality during the upcoming, April 8, 2024, total eclipse. Learn 

how and why NASA studies eclipses, and find out how you 

can be involved in collecting eclipse data for NASAôs 

ñGLOBE Observerò citizen science program. 

Dorian has a passion for sharing the wonders of NASA's 

science and exploration with others across all age levels! 

For over three decades, she taught public school in both 

special and general education settings across all grade 

levels. She was an Einstein Fellow Finalist and achieved 

National Board Certification in Science Education, served 

on numerous education working groups, and wrote sci-

ence curriculum for the country. She now serves as 

NASAôs ñGlobal Precipitation Measurementò (GPM) mis-

sionôs Education and Outreach Coordinator, and she de-

velops resources to help share the science, technology, 

and real-world applications of GPM with others. She is a 

Mentor GLOBE trainer, a member of the GLOBE Educa-

tion Working Group, and supports the GLOBE field cam-

paigns. Her most recent project is leading an effort to en-

gage Lifelong Learners with The GLOBE Campaignôs Citi-

zen Science efforts.  

Dorian recommends anyone interested in the eclipse download the GLOBE Observer app 

(https://observer.globe.gov/about/get-the-app) to their smartphones. 

https://observer.globe.gov/about/get-the-app
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What Happens Next  

 

1.   Lewisville Lake Environmental Learning Area (LLELA) 

Address:    201 E Jones St, Lewisville, TX 75057 

Event Time:   Noon to 2:00PM 

Totality Begins:  1:41PM 

Totality Duration:  2 minutes & 29 seconds 

LLELA Viewing Area:  Green area around Cicada Pavilion 

Parking:   Cicada Pavilion Area 

Bring:    Lawn chair, blanket, food, drink, etc. 

Pre-registration is required for each person to receive their official CE and ISO certified sun-viewing 

glasses, so you can safely see the sun in all its glory. Supplies are limited and we cannot guarantee 

that people who are not registered will receive a pair of certified viewing glasses. 

Do not miss this chance to experience this once in a lifetime event at your favorite nature preserve! 

This event is free with your paid $5/vehicle entry into LLELA. 

Activity Link:  https://www.llela.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/68940/3382 

Pre-registration link: https://app.amilia.com/store/en/lewisville-tx/shop/activities/5077766?

date=2024-04- 08&view=month&scrollToCalendar=false 

Activities are available for those who choose to participate. Staff and volunteers are available for 

guided hikes, etc. 

¶ Telescope with a solar filter for a brief peek. 

¶ Science stations with temperature readings, photometer readings, eclipse model and animal be-

havior changes based on lack of light, etc. 

¶ Passive solar viewer- make and take 

¶ Art station- fun with shadows 

 

 

Total Solar Eclipse 

April 8, 2024     

Here is information on two locations 

where you can view the total solar eclipse. 

Continued ... 

 

https://www.llela.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/68940/3382
https://app.amilia.com/store/en/lewisville-tx/shop/activities/5077766?date=2024-04-08&view=month&scrollToCalendar=false
https://app.amilia.com/store/en/lewisville-tx/shop/activities/5077766?date=2024-04-08&view=month&scrollToCalendar=false
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What Happens Next  

2.   The Flower Mound 

Address:    2450 Flower Mound Road, Flower Mound, TX 75028 

Event Time:   11:30AM to 2:30PM 

Totality Begins:  1:41PM 

Totality Duration:  2 minutes & 18 seconds 

Viewing Area:   The Flower Mound 

Parking:   Shopping center parking lot to the west of The Mound 

Bring:    Lawn chair, blanket, food, drink, etc. 

Activities 

¶ This will be an informal gathering, and people are free to bring their telescopes or other viewing 

tools.  

¶ We will have eclipse glasses available for purchase for a nominal fee. 

¶ We will be collecting data for an hour or so on either side of totality through NASA's Global Ob-

server citizen science tool. 

¶ Master Naturalists who have an idea for a hands-on activity and who would like to host it during 

the event are encouraged to contact Diane Wetherbee through the Membership Directory on the 

Elm Fork Chapter website ASAP. 

¶ We would love to have more learning activities for those who have gathered. We expect more 

adults than children, since area school districts are in session that day.  

¶ We do not anticipate any AT, but there is an opportunity for service hours through keeping the 

crowd engaged, taking environmental measurements, and preparing and hosting an activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Solar Eclipse 

April 8, 2024     

(Viewing Locations, Continued) 

]úƎƎǖ æŗĭǔŗůŋľ 
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Hereõs Whatõs New 

Please follow us and check out all the neat photos from 

our chapter. If you would like your project workday 

included please mail one to three photos to 

socialmediateam@efctmn.org. 

mailto:socialmedia@efctmn.org
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At Clear Creek Natural Heritage Centeré 
 

New Bird Blind  
By Clay Thurmond  

Dan Brockett, City of Denton Parks and Rec-

reation, CCNHC Maintenance, has replaced 

the proof-of-concept PVC framed bird blind 

with a sturdy wooden structure with two view-

ing windows, built-in seating, and a tin roof. 

He hauled in rock from the mountain bike park 

to create a pool in the small stream that runs 

in front of the blind and installed a solar pow-

ered fountain that will help attract birds. A 

couple of feeders supplement the available 

food. 

The temporary blind received a lot of visitors who left positive comments, observations, and drawings in a note-

book that was left there for that purpose. This new blind will certainly thrill them and make for an even better 

experience. 

Dan wanted this to be a surprise and it was totally unexpected. Now we need a sign to go on it: ñDan's Blindò. 

Thank you so much, Dan! 
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Hereõs Whatõs New 
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Initial Certifications  
Brandy Gibson   Class of 2023 

Wylie Harris   Class of 2023 

   Recertifications 
Toni Benjamin   Class of 2015 

Pam Bennett   Class of 2019 

Becky Bertoni   Class of 2015 

Sharon Betty   Class of 2018 

Dale Denton   Class of 2019 

Hilton Dickerson  Class of 2009 

Whit Dieterich   Class of 2022 

Jane Duke    Class of 2009 

Larry Duncan   Class of 2018 

Jeanne Erickson  Class of 1998 

Hugh Franks   Class of 2019 

Jim Gerber    Class of 2019 

Jerry Hamby   Class of 2014 

Scott Kiester   Class of 2003 

Carl Parsons   Class of 2023 

Michele Rawleigh  Class of 2018 

Ginny Richards   Class of 2022 

Christine Wayles  Class of 2022 

Fran Witte    Class of 2017 

Sue Yost    Class of 2017 

Continued ... 
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Congratulations! 

250 Hour Milestone  
Samra (Sam) Bufkins Class of 2023 

Kristina Richter  Class of 2021 

Chris Teves   Class of 2019 

1000 Hour Milestone  
Barbara Beane  Class of 2018 

Sharon Clark   Class of 2014 

Kaye Jackson   Class of 2015 

Tammie Walters  Class of 2020 

2000 Hour Milestone  
Sarah Goodrich  Class of 2016 

Sandra LaQuey  Class of 2019 

6000 Hour Milestone  
Carl Patrick   Class of 2010 
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Northern Flicker, by Jonathan Reynolds 
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