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Buzz From the Board 
 

Happy February, friends! 

 

As the month unfolds, weôre continuing to celebrate our 25th anniversary, and we are so delighted to intro-

duce a new education and engagement feature ï an audio version of our award-winning Naturalist News 

newsletter. 

Narrated by Class of 2023 Chapter Member Teri Schnaubelt (an award-winning audiobook narrator of over 

400 titles and a traditional voiceover actor), Stream (our audio, on-the-go newsletter) is a handy (and oh-so-

pleasant) way to catch up on Chapter news and brush up on timely (as well as evergreen) educational top-

ics. 

In addition to reading and savoring the traditional digital newsletter, we encourage you to Stream the Natu-

ralist News! 

Continuing the February festivities, our annual awards presentation and celebration will be held during our 

February 15th Chapter meeting. Led by 2023 acting Vice President Bryan Lewis, the awards committee re-

ceived and vetted member nominations, and, as always, selected such wonderful and worthy recipients! To 

learn who weôre recognizing (and why), please plan to join us as we reveal this yearôs honorees. Per usual, 

our monthly Chapter meetings are free and open to the public; the meeting opens with business and an-

nouncements at 9:30 am, immediately followed by our program. Youôre also welcome to join us for pre-

meeting social time beginning at 9 am. This month, weôll gather at the Denton County Southwest Court-

house (6200 Canyon Falls Drive, Flower Mound, TX 76226). Parking is limited; car-pooling is recommend-

ed (and appreciated!). 

One of our favorite annual events is the Texas Native Plant art exhibition, now in its 15th year. Led by Class 

of 1999 Chapter Member Marilyn Blanton, this yearôs traveling exhibition features beautiful and creative 

work by Denton 4th grade elementary students. During the month of February, the exhibit may be viewed at 

the University of North Texas in the Environmental, Education, Science, & Technology Building. Our bud-

ding generation of artists and environmentalists is impressive; I encourage you to visit and admire their 

paintings and drawings as well as their perspectives. 

Friends, during this month when we traditionally acknowledge those whom we most appreciate, we are so 

very grateful for you! Thank you for supporting our Chapter and our community with your stellar steward-

ship. And, Chapter members, thank you for lending your time and talent to our Association; your volunteer-

ism is truly a work of (he)art! 

<]®qª·| 

https://txmn.org/elmfork/chapter-newsletter/2024-newsletters/
https://txmn.org/elmfork/chapter-newsletter/2024-newsletters/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FTHIEK5gooI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FTHIEK5gooI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FTHIEK5gooI
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/nMSy1WOfXQY
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Congratulations to Class of 2003 Chapter Member Scott Kiester who recently received the Supreme Service 

Award bestowed by the DFW Directors Association. 

Nominated by City of Lewisville Parks & Recreation Director Stacie Anaya, Scott was recognized and honored 

for his remarkable contributions to our area parks and recreation services. 

For more than a decade, Scottôs impact in the DFW area includes (but is not limited to) serving as a founding 

member (and current President) of the Friends of LLELA, a 501(c)3 supporting the Lewisville Lake Environ-

mental Learning Area, a 2,800-acre preserve, which he also stewards and leads as our Chapterôs Project Man-

ager. Scott also advised area park design and served on the Community Steering Committee, which developed 

Lewisvilleôs award-winning Healthy Infrastructure Plan. 

Scottôs passion for service, stewardship, education, and outreachðand his ability to mobilize others for the 

sameðis admirable, and we are so glad to celebrate his well-deserved recognition. 
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Hereõs Whatõs New 

Beyond his recently bestowed Supreme Service Award, Scott Kiester (second from left) 

also received the 2023 Spirit of Lewisville Award on behalf of our Elm Fork Chapter 

with Class of 2017 Chapter Member Sue Yost (second from right), Chapter Past Presi-

dent Jan Deatherage (right), and City of Lewisville Parks and Recreation Director Sta-

cie Anaya (left).  
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Free Little Library 
By Clay Thurmond and Katherine Vargas 

 

If you have been to Clear Creek Natural Heritage Center lately, 

you may have noticed a new addition: a Little Free Library courte-

sy of the Denton chapter of Barefoot University Forest School, a 

non-profit organization for homeschool nature-based education for 

K-12 children and their families. Barefoot University was founded 

in 2019 by Madeleine Braden, class of 2023. 

Katherine Vargas, Class of 2022, shepherded this service project 

from conception to initial stocking of the library with materi-

als appropriate for various ages as they learn about and engage 

with nature. While children are the focus, adults are included as 

well, not just from a homeschooling perspective, but by virtue that 

a child's interest and engagement will draw in the adults in their 

lives. As future stewards of the environment children's participa-

tion and learning will rub off on their caregivers. It is a double investment in the future and the present. That is 

one of the reasons I promote iNaturalist as a family activity that fosters a learning and bonding activity, in and 

of nature, for the whole family. This nature oriented Little Free Library is a great step toward that vision and 

complements the mission of Texas Master Naturalists. What a great resource this can be for our community!  

Katherine regularly checks thrift stores for nature related books and Denton Barefoot University has a bin of 

materials for re-stocking. Please join in and donate to this worthy project. I know I will be looking through my 

home library and keeping an eye out when at used bookstores. If the Little Free Library is full, you can leave 

donations with Clear Creek staff or bring them to any Chapter meeting, and we will make sure they get into the 

rotation. Thanks in advance for your help!  

For more information on Barefoot University, go to https://barefootuniversity.org/ 
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Hereõs Whatõs New 

https://barefootuniversity.org/
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Chapter Meeting and 2023 Annual Awards 

Thursday, February 15th, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Denton County Southwest Courthouse 

6200 Canyon Falls Drive 

Flower Mound, TX 76226 
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What Happens Next  



т 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Awards and Recognition 
January 2024 
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   Recertifications 
Samra Bufkins   Class of 2023 

Mary Cissell   Class of 2015 

Andrea Dixon   Class of 2023 

David Jones   Class of 2019 

Mary Morrow   Class of 2014 

Brenda McCoy   Class of 2023 

Carl Patrick   Class of 2010 

Marissa Shaw   Class of 2023 

Kathryn Wells   Class of 2017 

Diane Wetherbee  Class of 2000 

Betty Zajac   Class of 2003 

 

(The ɢrst to get the new Diamondback 

Rattlesnake pin for 2024!) 

Initial Certifications  
Nancy McWhorter  Class of 2022 

Chris Rice    Class of 2023 

 

Continued ... 
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January 2024 
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Congratulations! 

250 Hour Milestone  
Angie Lindsey   Class of 2018 

Trish Reyes   Class of 2021 

Marissa Shaw  Class of 2023 

1000 Hour Milestone  

Cecily Pegues   Class of 2015 

2000 Hour Milestone  

Mike Hatch   Class of 2014 
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Amanitaceae at Ray Roberts Lake, From Jonathan Reynolds 


