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Buzz From the Board 
Happy New Year, friends! 

It always feels hopeful to start afresh, and, as we look forward to the promises of 2024, we have much to 

celebrate, including and especially our Chapterôs 25th anniversary!  

We will celebrate and commemorate throughout the year, and weôd love for you to start the year off right 

with us at our January 18th Chapter meeting. Our own TMN-EFC member (and 2024 Secretary), Jane 

Duke, will present ñSoil is Key to Habitat Creation, Maintenance, and Restorationò. As always, our monthly 

Chapter meetings are free and open to the public; the meeting opens with business and announcements 

at 9:30 am, immediately followed by our educational program (which usually begins around 10 am). Youôre 

also welcome to join us for pre-meeting social time beginning at 9 am. This month, weôll gather at the Den-

ton County Southwest Courthouse (6200 Canyon Falls Drive, Flower Mound, TX 76226). Parking is lim-

ited; car-pooling is recommended (and appreciated!). 

Before advancing into our new year, TMN-EFC joined our fellow Texas A&M AgriLife Extension associa-

tions (Denton County Master Gardener Association, Denton County 4-H & Youth Development, and Den-

ton County Family & Community Health) to honor the Denton County Commissioners Court and present 

our accomplishments from the past year. 

On December 12th, after a wonderful breakfast courtesy of the 4-H youth, Zach Davis, Denton County Ex-

tension Agent ï Agriculture & Natural Resources, addressed the Court and shared a video recap of our 

2023 programs and projects. Denton County Farm Bureau President Tommy Calvert presented the Court 

with a "check" for $2,161,309.38, representing the value of our combined 69,162 AgriLife volunteer service 

hours this year. 

Through our service in all three counties that we serve (Cooke, Denton, and Wise), TMN-EFC contributed 

more than 45% of that total AgriLife number (31,460 hours). Honestly, though, itôs hard to quantify the val-

ue of our service, because, of course, volunteers are priceless! (TMN-EFC also collectively banked 3,432 

hours of Advanced Training over the past twelve months.) 

And, speaking of priceless, Iôd like to publicly thank the stellar individuals who are sharing their time and 

talent as our 2024 TMN-EFC Board of Directors: Vice President Larry Duncan (2018), Secretary Jane 

Duke (2009), Treasurer Mike Hatch (2014), Past President Jan Deatherage (2011), Advanced Training 

Director David Jones (2019), Communications Director Fran Witte (2017), Membership Director Sharon 

Betty (2018), Outreach Director Trish Reyes (2021), Training Class Director Elise Spain (2017), Volunteer 

Management System Director Jim Gerber (2019), Volunteer Service Projects Director Troy Dale (2020), 

Member at Large Eric Houston (2023), and 2023 Class Representative Andrea Dixon (2023). Weôre also 

thankful for our Chapter advisors: Mindy Shumate, TPWD Park Interpreter (Ray Roberts Lake State Park ï 

Isle Du Bois Unit) and Zach Davis, Denton County Extension Agent ï Agriculture & Natural Resources, 

who is graciously filling in as our interim Texas A&M AgriLife advisor. 

Friends, as we begin this new year, we are so very grateful for the opportunity to educate, engage, and 

serve our Cooke, Denton, and Wise communities. In the field or on the trail, we look forward to seeing you! 

<]®qª·| 
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A Big Welcome to Our Elm Fork Chapter 2024 Executive Board 
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Hereõs Whatõs New 

Kathryn Wells, President 

Class of 2017 

Larry Duncan, Vice President 

Class of 2018 

Jane Duke, Secretary 

Class of 2009 

Mike Hatch, Treasurer 

Class of 2014 

Continued ... 
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Hereõs Whatõs New (cont.) 
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David Jones, Advanced Training 

Class of 2019 

Fran Witte, Communications 

Class of 2017 

Sharon Betty, Membership 

Class of 2018 

Elise Spain, Training Class 

Class of 2017 

Jim Gerber, VMS 

Class of 2019 

Troy Dale, Volunteer Service Projects 

Class of 2020 

Trish Reyes, Outreach 

Class of 2021 
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Chapter Meeting and Presentation 

Thursday, January 18th, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Denton County Southwest Courthouse 

6200 Canyon Falls Drive 

Flower Mound, TX 76226 

 

 

This Monthôs Presentation: 

Soil is Key to Habitat Creation, Maintenance and Restoration  

By Jane Duke 

 

Soil is one of nature's most complex ecosystems 

and diverse habitats on earth ï making all life 

possible. Whether your chapter is setting up a 

Monarch way station, transforming lawns into a 

native space, or restoring an abandoned field, 

analysis of the under-ground soil food web is im-

portant for the regeneration of soil fertility and 

maintaining healthy ecosystems. 

Jane graduated with the North Texas Master Nat-

uralist Class of 2009 and did most of her volun-

teering in Outreach and leading hikes at the Trin-

ity River Audubon Center. She also presented at 

a state conference on how to get your chapter to 

agree to get on Facebook (it has been a while). 

She moved to Denton County in 2016 and volun-

teered mostly at Clear Creek and eventually 

transferred to TMN-EFC in 2022 to pick up the DISD 4th grade project when it was dis-

continued. She and her husband live on a 5-acre farm in Oak Point with horses, bees, 

and chickens and they grow wheat and milo in the panhandle. She works as a certified 

Soil Food Web Analyst.  
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What Happens Next  
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Awards and Recognition 
December 2023 
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   Recertifications 
Abigail Beck   Class of 2023 

Brent Bloechle   Class of 2023 

John Bodnar   Class of 2007 

Lori Carroll   Class of 2021 

Stephanie Durbin  Class of 2021 

Sheri Fenter   Class of 2015 

Bethany Grifɢn-Loftis Class of 2022   

Sarah Jay    Class of 2021 

Richard Johnson  Class of 2009 

Laura Jones   Class of 2019 

Amy Montgomery  Class of 2023 

Carl Parsons   Class of 2023 

Cecily Pegues   Class of 2015 

Kristina Richter  Class of 2021 

Rob Roy    Class of 2005 

Sharon Sahm   Class of 2016 

Kenneth Saintonge  Class of 2018 

Jon Smith    Class of 2013 

Dawn Tallman   Class of 2019 

Initial Certifications  
Rebecca Fridley   Class of 2022 

Theresa Schnaubelt  Class of 2023 

Rachel Weaver   Class of 2023 

Continued ... 
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Awards and Recognition 
December 2023 
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Congratulations! 

Recertifications (continued) 
Chris Teves    Class of 2019 

Christy Thompson  Class of 2023 

Denise Thompson  Class of 2015 

Shaleen Wunrow  Class of 2021 

250 Hour Milestone  
Andrea Dixon   Class of 2023 

Christine Wayles  Class of 2022 

500 Hour Milestone  
Karen DeVinney  Class of 2021 

Chryl Prestemon  Class of 2020 

Denise Thompson  Class of 2015 

2500 Hour Milestone  
Sue Yost   Class of 2017 
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Red Bellied Woodpecker, from Regina Dale 
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Inside Outside News 
Approved AT  

Native Plant Landscaping Seminar 

Oaks and Other Shady Characters 

January 20th, 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM 

Lewisville Thrive 

1950 S Valley Pkwy 

Lewisville, TX 75067 

 

1. Doug Tallamy, Author of Bringing Nature Home, will present The Nature of Oaks, his new 

book via Skype. 

2. Colleen Murray, Dallas Environmental Commissioner for District 11, 

The Benefits of Trees: Creating a Canopy in Dallasô District 11 

3. Liz Moyer, Master Gardener and Native Plant Society of Texas, 

Shady Natives 

4. Kimberlie Sasan, Cross Timbers Texas Master Naturalist, 

Gall Lady Presents Galls: Letôs Get Curiously Addicted! 

5. Diane Wetherbee, Certified Citizen Forester, Texas Master Naturalist, Texas Native Plant 

Society of Texas, will lead a Tree Walk through the Thrive Nature Park. 

 

Sponsored by Friends of LLELA  

The cost for this seminar is $40, which includes four outstanding speakers, a Tree Walk along 

with morning coffee, tea, and juice, and a boxed lunch at noon. 

Click here to Register: https://www.friendsofllela.org/event/2762/ 

The following AT hours are approved for individual presentations: 

¶ The Nature of Oaks, Doug Tallamy                                       1.00 hrs AT 

¶ The Benefits of Trees, Colleen Murray                                 0.75 hrs AT 

¶ Shady Natives, Liz Moyer     0.75 hrs AT 

¶ Gall Lady Presents Galls, Kimberlie Sasan    0.75 hrs AT 

¶ Walking tour of Thrive Nature Park, Diane Wetherbee 1.00 hrs AT 

https://www.friendsofllela.org/
https://www.friendsofllela.org/event/2762/
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Inside Outside News 
Approved AT  

Educator Workshop: Creative Conservation 

Saturday, January 20th, 1:00-4:00 PM   

Amon Carter Museum of American Art 

3501 Camp Bowie Blvd. 

Fort Worth 76107  
 

Journey through Texasôs unique but endangered grasslands with a tour of Trespassers: James 
Prosek and the Texas Prairie. Participants will learn strategies to guide students to examine and 
enjoy the diversity of the stateôs plants and animals while considering human impact on the envi-
ronment. Educators will receive classroom resources and three CPE hours. 

 
The Guided Tours and Self-Guided viewing of the exhibits are not approved for AT. 

 

This workshop is free, but reservations are required. 

Register at: 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΥ /ǊŜŀǝǾŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ μ !Ƴƻƴ /ŀǊǘŜǊ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ !Ǌǘ  

Webinar: CULTIVATING CHANGE 

WITH LORRAINE JOHNSON 

January 25th at 6:00 PM 

Explore how native gardening can address climate challenges in 
our next Wild Ones national webinar, ñCultivating Changeò with 
author and activist Lorraine Johnson. 

Learn about the pivotal role of gardening as an act of stewardship 
in the face of climate and ecological challenges. Discover the pro-
found connections between individual gardens and the broader 
world and learn how these green spaces can serve as catalysts 
for positive ecological and social change. Join Wild Ones for a 
practical and insightful discussion on gardeningôs positive impact 
on the environment and our future.  

Register at: Webinar: Cultivating Change with Lorraine Johnson 
on January 25th at 6 PM (CT) - Wild Ones: Native Plants, Natural 
Landscapes  

More... 

 

https://www.cartermuseum.org/exhibitions/trespassers-james-prosek-and-texas-prairie
https://www.cartermuseum.org/exhibitions/trespassers-james-prosek-and-texas-prairie
https://www.cartermuseum.org/events/educator-workshop-creative-conservation
https://wildones.org/webinar-cultivating-change-with-lorraine-johnson-on-january-25th-at-6-pm-cst/
https://wildones.org/webinar-cultivating-change-with-lorraine-johnson-on-january-25th-at-6-pm-cst/
https://wildones.org/webinar-cultivating-change-with-lorraine-johnson-on-january-25th-at-6-pm-cst/
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Inside Outside News 
Approved AT  

More... 

 

Webinar: Garden Design Principles Using Native Prairie Plants 

Thursday, January 25th, 7:00-8:30 PM   

 
Learn Garden Design Principles Using Native Prairie Plants, in a one hour online seminar pre-
sented by Neil Diboll, native plant industry pioneer and internationally recognized native plant 
ecologist.  

Our beautiful, hardy prairie flowers and grasses provide year round interest as well as an excel-
lent habitat for birds, butterflies, and a wide variety of pollinators. When designed and maintained 
properly, prairie gardens and meadows are low maintenance, and require little or no fertilizers, 
pesticides, or irrigation once established. Neil will share his 45 years of experience in planning, 
designing, and maintaining prairie gardens and meadows so you can apply these principles when 
establishing a more diverse, ecologically beneficial native landscape on your property. 
 

Open to the public. Free! 

Hosted by the Native Plant Society of Texas ï Trinity Forks chapter. 
 

Register at: https://www.npsot.org/event/january-business-meeting-presentation/ 

 

 

 

It's the New Year and time to celebrate the announcement of the Texas Waters topics. Enjoy 
learning about improving water quality, water quantity, conservation practices, water law, and 
aquatic habitats. Join us throughout the year for FREE.  

 

¶ Tuesday, January 23 @ 6:30-7:30 PM CT - Gregg Eckhardt, Senior Analyst, with San Antonio 
Water System 

* San Antonio Water:  Sole Source to Diversity 

* Register 

¶ Wednesday, February 7 @ 6:30-7:30 PM CT - Kathleen B. Ligon, Associate Executive Admin-
istrator, with Texas Water Development Board 

* Proposition 6: What Does that Mean for Texans 

* Register 

�9�L�V�L�W���W�K�H���7�H�[�D�V���:�D�W�H�U�V �Z�H�E�S�D�J�H���I�R�U �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J���D���F�H�U�W�L�I�L�H�G���7�H�[�D�V���:�D�W�H�U�V���6�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W��
�D�Q�G���Y�L�H�Z���U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G���Z�H�E�L�Q�D�U�V���I�U�R�P����������-����������  

https://www.npsot.org/event/january-business-meeting-presentation/

