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Chapter Meeting and Presentation 

Thursday, August 17th, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Southwest Courthouse 

6200 Canyon Falls Dr., Flower Mound, TX 76226  

 

Wild Texas Cats, Past and Present 

Presentation by Monica Morrison  

Texas has high wildlife diversity, second only to California, and our wild felines are no exception. 

Learn about our existing cats: mountain lions, bobcats, and ocelots; and find out about two extirpated 

species: the jaguar and jaguarundi. 

Monica Morrison got her start with wildlife more than 20 years ago at the Dallas Zoo as a volunteer 

and tiger docent. Since that time, she has volunteered in various capacities at two Dallas-area big 

cat rescue centers. She participated in an ocelot study in Mexico and another in Kenya on African 

lions. She has also worked with organizations in South America on jaguar and other big cat projects.   

In 2017, she founded Texas Native Cats, a 501 (c)(3) that provides education, outreach, and advoca-

cy for Texas’ five species of wild cats, past and present. Two years ago, she turned her attention to 

the Texas mountain lion and works with other like-minded individuals to advocate for a change in 

regulations for our apex predator. 

Texas Native Cats’ overriding goal is to educate Texans about the diversity of our wild felines, the 

benefits they provide us, and the threats they endure. 
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What Happens Next 
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What Happens Next 

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN! (Early Registration Closes August 31st) 

Get excited for our Texas Master Naturalist 2023 Annual Meeting – to be held Thursday, October 12th through Sunday, 
October 15th this year at the southernmost point of the South Texas Plains ecoregion in McAllen, Texas. 

For our 24th Annual Meeting, we are excited to gather at the McAllen Convention Center, which sits between multiple 
nature centers and wildlife refuges along the Rio Grande Valley. McAllen also offers a unique opportunity this year as a 
close location to view an annular solar eclipse! The Lower Rio Grande Valley is famous for its diversity of birds, butter-
flies, and endangered species like Ocelots, Texas Tortoises, Sabal Palms, and Piping Plovers that call the region home. 

More details along with the session agendas can be found HERE. 

https://txmn.tamu.edu/2023-annual-meeting/#Registration
https://txmn.tamu.edu/2023-annual-meeting/
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Awards and Recognition 
July 2023 
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Recertifications 
Kesa Clingman   Class of 2017 

Claire Kamego   Class of 2012 

Patricia Kelly   Class of 2019 

Rita Lokie    Class of 2013 

Betty Mullenweg  Class of 2001 

Karen Peden   Class of 2017 

Kere Post    Class of 2020 

Dave Rowley   Class of 2000 

Norma Wilkerson  Class of 2011 

Continued  
on next page 

500 Hour Milestone 

Whit Dieterich   Class of 2022 

Carl Malmberg   Class of 2021 

2000 Hour Milestone 

Ivy Doak    Class of 2013 

Elise Spain    Class of 2017 

Kathy Webb   Class of 2017 
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5000 Hour Milestone 

Vin Merrill    Class of 2011 

7000 Hour Milestone 

Scott Kiester   Class of 2003 
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Honey Bee on Yellow Coneflower  

 From Regina Dale 
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Audubon Presents: 

Bird Friendly Texan Webinar on Birds and Texas Energy 

Wednesday, August 23, 2023 at 2:00 PM 
 

Bird Friendly Webinar on Birds and Energy Sustainability in Texas 
The newly released report, Birds and Transmission: Building the Grid 
Birds Need outlines the need to build a clean energy grid to stabilize the 
ever changing climate and to do so with wildlife habitat protections in 
mind. We will discuss this report and where Texas is today.  

Speakers include 
 

Gary Moody, Director of Climate Strategy, National Audubon 

Beth Garza, Senior Fellow, Rstreet 

Doug Lewin, Stoic Energy 

Lisa Gonzalez, Executive Director at Audubon Texas as Moderator  

 
REGISTER 

Cornell Lab of Ornithology Presents: 

Saving our Vanishing Birds 

Thursday, August 17, 6:00 – 7:00 PM 

Join us on Zoom for a conversation with Anders and Beverley Gyllenhaal, 

veteran journalists and authors of the new book A Wing and a Prayer: The 
Race to Save our Vanishing Birds. After hearing the news in 2019 of near-

ly 3 billion birds lost, Anders and Beverly traveled more than 25,000 miles 

across the Americas, chronicling the efforts of conservationists, scientists, 

and politicians to save bird species from extinction. During our discussion, 

we will delve into their remarkable journey, glean insights from their dis-

coveries, and explore actionable steps we can take to contribute to this ur-

gent cause.  

REGISTER 

https://audubon.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_DSrIUQD4TQ-3DyI5wy0Akg?emci=c50e55c4-7135-ee11-a3f1-00224832eb73&emdi=b954d8b7-f736-ee11-a3f1-00224832eb73&ceid=3990283#/registration
https://cornell.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_I7f_06NZTH6nWZBIGdvcIw?utm_source=Cornell+Lab+eNews&utm_campaign=803c0ae0d2-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_07_27_06_48_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_47588b5758-803c0ae0d2-332459231#/registration
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Ray Roberts Lake Nature Centers 

still need your help! 

The nature centers at both Isle Du Bois and Johnson 

Branch are suffering from lack of volunteers. 

Volunteers are needed Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 

These opportunities are in the air conditioning! 

Please check your calendars and 

click on the links below to sign up: 

Isle Du Bois Johnson Branch 

Historic Uses of North Texas Plants 

Sunday, August 27, 2023   9:30 AM to 11:30 AM 

Thrive Recreation Center in the Dogwood Room 
1950 S. Valley Pkwy  

Lewisville, Texas 75067  
 

Beat the Summer heat and join guest speaker and local native plant 
expert, Carol Clark, for this FREE and informative talk about Historic 
Uses of North Texas Plants. 

Historic Uses of North Texas Plants covers the interesting and some-
times surprising uses of our native plants over the years - from prehis-
toric times to modern day.  Beyond the obvious uses of food, clothing, 
and shelter, native plants have been used as dyes, medicines, industri-
al materials, toys, for rituals, theater effects, pollution detectors and 
more. 

Registration is required.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e44aea728aafec34-isle#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e44aea728aafec34-johnson#/
https://www.playlewisville.com/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/61419/3247
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Be sure to see Plan Your Week or the Elm Fork Chapter Calendar for 

more volunteer service projects 

and advanced training opportunities. 

Click  here:  https://txmn.org/elmfork/members-only-calendar/ 

or click on the Calendar 

Inside Outside News 
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Quick Tips From Our Webmaster 
Gale Bacon 

Join Our Email List 

What’s this ‘Join Our Email List’ button 

on the front page?  

 

 

 

 

 

This is for the public to subscribe to our monthly email newsletter. Trish Reyes 

champions our public newsletter each month with information about upcoming 

educational events, monthly chapter meetings and much, much more.  

Our newsletter helps to fulfil our mission to educate the public. It features ways 
for our public to engage in educational experiences offered through our projects 
and partners. This includes guided nature walks and activities at participating 
parks and wildlife centers, information on planting native, teaching videos, along 
with ways to help, volunteer and become a member. Currently we have 254 sub-
scriptions!  

 

So Spread the Word... 

and Share the Button! 

https://txmn.org/elmfork/
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Volunteers Bearing the Heat 

at Green Acres 

From Becky Bertoni 

  

Projects in the Community 
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With the temperature reaching 94 degrees before 10 

AM, volunteers continue to make their way through 

the challenging weather! 

 

Volunteers included (left to right), Paola Olvera, Nancy 

McClendon, Becky Bertoni, Jim Gerber, Dona Tilley, 

Margaret Aten, Hannah Aten, Jean Mason (not pictured), 

and Malou Evora (Photographer, not pictured) 
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Time to Start Planning for 

The Texas Native Plant Art Exhibition  

By Marilyn Blanton 

The Texas Native Plant Art Exhibition is an exciting educa-

tional project that's sponsored by the Trinity Forks Chapter for 

the Native Plant Society of Texas (NPSOT), the Elm Fork 

Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist (TMN) and Texas 

Woman's University (TWU) College of Arts and Sciences. The 

purpose of the project is to raise awareness of the im-

portance of native plants and educate students about the role 

of native plants in conservation and our natural heritage. 

The Texas Native Plant Art Exhibition began with one school 

in 2009 in recognition and celebration of Texas Native Plant 

Week which was designated to be the third week in October 

by the Texas Legislature. The Texas Legislature's intention 

was to emphasize the value of native plants and provide a 

teaching incentive for the Texas education system. The art 

exhibition began as a NPSOT project with the support of TWU 

and expanded in 2010 to include TMN. The project has grown 

every year since! The latest years have had 22 Denton ISD 

elementary schools participating.  

The Texas Native Plant Art Exhibition begins with the 

school year so it's time to start all over again! The art 

teachers are provided with information to share with their 

fourth-grade students as they create pictures. The project 

introduces them to Texas native plants and gives them 

the opportunity to learn about them through art. The art-

work is submitted at the end of October and then judged 

by our volunteers. First, second and third place ribbons 

are awarded to each individual class and one best of 

show entry is selected from each school. Last year more 

than 800 pictures were submitted and over 250 ribbons 

were awarded. Every student that participates receives a 

certificate of accomplishment to express our apprecia-

tion. All of the artwork is returned to the schools at the 

end of the school year.   

The artwork has always been impressive and receives 

many compliments. The artwork is shared with 

the community through continuous exhibits from Novem-

Projects in the Community 
       August  2023    Naturalist News  

14 



15 

 

ber through April. The display sites include the Denton Senior Center, the TWU Blagg-Huey Library, the UNT 

Elm Fork Education Center, the Patterson-Appleton Arts Center, and Denton's three public libraries. The art-

work is also featured at the Denton Redbud Festival and the Appreciation Reception. The Apprecia-

tion Reception is the highlight of the project. Hundreds attend to honor the students and their art teachers as 

well as recognize the display hosts and acknowledge the project's sponsors. Every picture is displayed and it's 

special to see the students showing off their artwork!  

Plan now to join the fun! Volunteers are always welcome to help with the judging, record results, set up dis-

plays and be a part of the Appreciation Reception. For more information contact Marilyn Blanton at  pro-

jects@efctmn.org, or through the Chapter Website Members Area Membership Directory. 

 

 

  
 

 

The Texas Native Plant Art Exhibition (Cont.) 
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Luna Moth 
By Marilyn Blanton 

 

The luna moth is one of the largest and most 
beautiful moths in North America. It belongs to 
the Saturniidae family, commonly known as the 
silk moth family. It has an extensive range from 
southern Canada and Maine, south to Florida and 
west to eastern Texas and eastern North Dakota. 
Its habitat is forested areas with deciduous trees. 

The luna moth was first described in 1700 by 
James Petiver and named Phalena plumata 
caudato. The name referred to the moth's long 
tails. When roughly translated from Latin, it 
means brilliant, feathered tail. In 1758, Linnaeus 
renamed it Phalaena luna and later Aticas luna. 
Luna is the name of the Roman moon goddess.  

Luna moths have a wingspan of 3 to 4 inches. 
Their wings are pale green and have one eyespot 
on each of their fore and hindwings. There is a 
dark colored edge on the forewings ranging from 
brown to pink to dark maroon. They have large 
bodies that are densely covered with white hairs. 
Males and females are similar in size but have 
some differences. Females have larger abdo-
mens because of eggs. Males have longer and 
more feather-like antennae. Seasonal variations 
in color may occur making their green color be 
more blue-green or yellow-green.  

Adult luna moths only live an average of a week, 
dying after mating. Their sole purpose is to repro-
duce. They do not eat because they have only 
vestigial mouthparts and no digestive system. Fe-
male luna moths attract males by emitting a 
pheromone from scent glands on the sides of 
their abdomens. Males can detect the pheromone 
with scent glands on their antennae from a great 
distance. They are strong flyers. Mating usually 
occurs after midnight. Females begin laying be-
tween 200 to 400 tiny brownish eggs on the un-
derside of leaves the evening after mating. The 
eggs are laid in small groups and may continue 
for several days. Common host trees are sweet-
gums, persimmons, walnuts, pecans and hickorys. 
There is usually only one generation in the north-
ern parts of the luna moth's range and two or 
three generations in its southern range. 

Features 
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Luna Moth, Photo by Marilyn Blanton 

Close-up of a Luna Moth, 

Photo by Marilyn Blanton 
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The eggs usually hatch in about a week. The caterpillars are sol-
itary and go through five instars. Each instar lasts from 4 to 10 
days, depending on temperature. The caterpillars are green until 
just prior to pupation when they turn a reddish-brown color. As 
a defense, they can make a clicking sound with their mandibles 
and then regurgitate a foul-tasting liquid when being attacked. 
Caterpillars stay and feed on the tree where they hatched until 
they are ready to pupate. Then they descend to the ground and 
start to wander.   

Luna moth caterpillars spin papery cocoons wrapped in leaves. 
When the adult moth is ready to emerge from the cocoon, it us-
es serrated chitinous spurs near the base of the front edge of its 
wings to cut its way out. They typically emerge in the morning 
then rest during the day letting their wings dry to be ready to 
fly at night.  Adult luna moths' green color serves as camouflage 
among green leaves and the color across the top edge on their 
forewings can look like a twig to help them avoid predators. 
Their eyespots serve as a defense from predators by making 
them look bigger and more intimidating. Their most interesting 
defense is their long twisting tails that confuse the echoloca-
tion of bats which are their most common predator.  

The luna moth is associated with beauty, mystery, transfor-
mation and rebirth. It has been revered in many cultures and 
folklore for centuries. It has inspired writers, poets and artists. 
In 1987, the luna moth was featured on a US postage stamp. It's 
the only moth to ever appear on a US postage stamp.  

The greatest threats to the luna moth are habitat loss, light 
pollution and pesticides. The luna moth is not often seen but it 
isn't considered rare. Although populations are declining in some 
areas, its conservation status is stable. It's always special to see 
a luna moth and be enchanted by its beauty.  

 

Luna Moth 
 
With lovely wings of exquisite pale green 
Soft as a whisper of a summer dream 
 
A luna moth dances in the moon's silverlight 
A gentle creature exploring the night 
 
A magnificent moth named after the moon 
Appearing like magic and gone too soon 
 
With graceful, long and slender twirling tails 
And beautiful eyespots that mesmerize like a spell  
 
Oh wondrous moon moth, what a charming and alluring sight 
In elegant harmony with the night, inspiring awe and delight 

 
Marilyn Blanton 

Luna Moth (Cont.) 
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Luna Moth Caterpillar 
(in the fifth instar), 
by Marilyn Blanton 
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Whirly-gigs and Hummingbirds 

By Wanda Odum 

 

Sometimes, my mind rattles around in the limited space it has been allotted and 

comes up with some strange ideas – well, much of the time. Case in point: when I first 

began researching and preparing for my last hummingbird drawing (Rufous), unbid-

den, the word “whirly-gig” popped up in my mind. Weird, huh?  I entertained the possi-

bility that whirly-gigs probably were fashioned after a hummingbird. I won’t bore you 

with all the history (and it is vast) about the origins of whirly-gigs or the myriad forms 

they can take. However, I did come across this advertisement image that solidified my 

thinking about the whirling wings of a hummingbird.  

So, let’s explore a little. If you’re close enough to a hummingbird hovering, you might hear a “hum”. That is cre-

ated by air moving around its wings. A hummer beats its wings more than 50 times a second. When it is in flight 

mode, it moves even faster. Research has shown that hummingbirds are among the fastest fliers of all birds. 

They can reach speeds up to 37 mph and that can increase up to 60 mph when in courtship dives.  

Hummingbirds can fly backwards and hover in midair at flower blooms and fly in a figure-eight pattern that per-

mits easy maneuvering. Compare that to a typical bird that creates lift to take flight with a down stroke of the 

wings – flapping the wings up and down.  Hummers are the most agile birds on the planet. (Kirsten Schrader, 

content director of Birds & Blooms –originally published: July14, 2022) 

Here are some other facts I gleaned from my reading. There are approximately 340 hummingbird species. All of 

them live in North and South America anywhere from Alaska to the southernmost tip of South America.  Some 

15 types are in the United States. They include Allen’s, Anna’s, Black-Chinned, Blue-Throated Mountain-Gem, 

Broad-Billed, Broad-Tailed, Buff-Bellied, Calliope, Costa’s, Lucifer, Rivoli’s, Ruby-Throated, Rufous, White-

Eared, and Violet-Crowned.  (ABCbirds.org) 

Texas hosts 8 types of hummingbirds, namely Black-chinned, Calliope, Broad-tailed, Allen’s, Anna’s, Costa’s 

(rare), Ruby-throated, and Rufous. (Birdwatchinghq.com/hummingbirds-in-texas/) “The most common is Black-

chinned, which lives in the central and western parts of the state. When their black throat feathers catch the light 

they flash to a beautiful royal purple stripe.” (https://tpwd.texas.gov/publications/nonpwdpubs/introducing_birds/

hummingbirds) 

Another interesting fact is that hummingbirds can display an un-

believable number of iridescent colors -- or so we thought. Actu-

ally, that is an illusion. Scientists discovered that the secret is 

the feather’s nanostructure.  “A study led by Princeton research-

ers found that the iridescent shimmer that makes birds such as 

peacock and hummingbirds so striking is rooted in an evolution-

ary tweak on feather nanostructure that has more than doubled 

the range of iridescent colors birds can display.” (https://

environment.princeton.edu/news/birds-dazzling-iridescence-tied

-to-nanoscale-tweak-of-feather-structure/) If there is no reflect-

ing light, we see black. 

Features 
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For further interesting reading see 

article at https://www.audubon.org/

magazine/winter-2022/the-vibrant-

colors-hummingbirds-are-more/ 

Lastly, I saw a beautiful cover photo 

by Glen Bartley in June/July 2018 

Birds & Blooms magazine that I 

wanted to draw. I was mesmerized 

by the iridescence of this hummer 

and wanted the background color to 

bring out the oranges and rusts of the 

body, so I used a buff-toned paper 

(that proved to be challenging). 

Rufous is one of the scrappiest little 

hummers in North America. The bril-

liant orange male and the green-and-

orange female Rufous are relentless 

attackers at flowers and feeders. 

When it is in a defender mode, it 

sometimes (often successfully) goes 

after even the large hummingbirds of 

the Southwest which can be double 

its weight.  Rufous hummers are 

widespread, ranging and breeding 

farther north than any other hum-

mingbird. In the summer it can be 

seen in the Pacific Northwest and 

Alaska, and in the Rocky Mountains 

in fall when it makes its annual circuit 

of the West. (https://

www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/

Rufous_Hummingbird/overview) 

If you can’t watch a hummingbird in 

real time, familiarize or re-familiarize 

yourself by reading and/or perusing 

photos of all things hummingbird. It will not be time wasted I can assure you.  I never tire of looking at and ana-

lyzing the colors and patterns in photos of these beautiful and skillful little birds. I don’t much care if its irides-

cence is an illusion. Hummingbirds project beauty and skills and are an important part of our natural world. If 

you can, plant enticing flowers and hang nectar feeders for them. A nice list of common flowers to plant can be 

found at birdwatchinghq.com/hummingbird-flowers/.  Oh, and watch out for whirly-gigs trying to imitate a hum-

mer. 
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Whirly-gigs and Hummingbirds (Cont.) 

Rufous Hummingbird Drawing, by Wanda Odum 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Rufous_Hummingbird/overview
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Rufous_Hummingbird/overview
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Rufous_Hummingbird/overview
https://birdwatchinghq.com/hummingbird-flowers/
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House Finches are currently among the most widespread and common birds across the 

United States. They can be found brightening backyards and chowing down at seed 

feeders from the arid Southwest to the humid cities of the Northeast.  Native to the 

west, they were introduced to the New York area in 1940.  Cage bird dealers were ille-

gally trapping and selling “Hollywood” Finch because of their coloring and beautiful, 
sweet song.  When government officials discovered this illegal trade, the dealers quick-

ly opened the cages of the captive birds on Long Island and the finch population spread 

across the east and south.   

The females are commonly confused with House Sparrows 
but there is no denying the beautiful, subtle red coloring 

of the male.  Another very similar bird we can see on rare 

occasions [in the winter months] is the Purple Finch.  It 
has more of a dense red coloring over more of its body 

than the House Finch.   

The reddish-orange (and sometimes yellow) plumage that 
mature House Finch males sport on their crown, throat, 

and chest comes from compounds in their food. 

These pigments, known as carotenoids, are the same ones 

found in carrots and tomatoes. Female finches prefer 

males with bigger and brighter red patches—it’s a sign of 
a well-fed mate!   

House Finches build a rough, cup-like nest of twigs, 

grasses, hair, and other natural debris.  Usually in trees or 
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Tweet of the Month 
By Sue Yost, class of 2017 

House Finch 
(Carpodacus mexicanus) 

Male and Female House Finches 
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thick foliage but they are also known to nest in hanging baskets and front door 

wreaths!  Nests may be re-used for subsequent broods or in following years. The nest is 
built by the female, sometimes in as little as two days.  The female lays clutches of 

eggs from February through August, two or more broods per year with 2 to 6 eggs per 

brood. The egg laying usually takes place in the morning, at the rate of one egg per 

day. The eggs are a pale bluish green with a few black spots.  In response to mite infes-

tation, which has a more harmful effect on male chicks than on females, the mother 
finch may lay eggs containing females first, to reduce the length of time male chicks 

are exposed to mites. This strategy increases the likelihood that representative num-

bers of both sexes survive.  How smart is that!  Incubation takes 12-14 days.  The male 

feeds the female during incubation and feeds the nestlings, and the male is the primary 
feeder of the fledglings.  The young fledge 11-19 days later.  They will stay together as 

a family group as the parents help them navigate the new outside world.   

House Finch eat very few insects, except for small 
insects such as aphids and soft squishy fly larva 

they feed their nestlings as an early life protein 

boost.  Contrary to the way most birds, even ones 

with herbivorous leanings as adults, tend to feed 

their nestlings animal matter to give them the 
protein necessary to grow, house finches are one 

of the few birds who feed their young only plant 

matter. They primarily eat grains, seeds and ber-

ries, being voracious consumers of weed seeds 
such as nettle and dandelion. Dandelion seeds are 

among the preferred seeds fed to the young.  In 

your backyard they prefer feeding from a tube 

feeder filled with safflower and sunflower seeds, 

but will come to tray feeders.  When they’re not 
at feeders, they feed on the ground, on weed 

stalks, or in trees. Even though they are “finch” 

they can not eat Nyjer thistle from a finch feeder 

like their cousins the Goldfinch.  The House Finch 
has more of a conical shaped beak not as pointed 

as Goldfinch.  Because of this they can’t get those 

teeny tiny seeds out of a finch feeder.  They will 

eat Nyjer thistle served in a different feeder.   

Although House Finches are well adapted to dry climates, they still need a lot of water. 
On especially hot days, they can consume more than their own bodyweight in fluids. 

Luckily, succulent plants abound in their native, arid habitat, offering a hydrating food 

source. In the arid west, eating the fruits and flowers of cacti, such as saguaros and 
ocotillo, allows the finches to get enough liquids without drinking directly. Still, they 

love water as much as any other species, and a birdbath is likely to draw lots of them 

to your yard. 

This species has been dealing with its own pandemic for decades. House Finch eye dis-
ease, a form of conjunctivitis, was first detected from Cornell’s Project FeederWatch 

participants in Washington D.C. in the winter of 1994. Lab tests revealed that the birds 

had Mycoplasma gallisepticum, a parasitic bacterium previously known to infect poul-
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Tweet of the Month (cont.) 

House Finches on Feeder 
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try. Since then, the bacterial illness has expanded continent-wide and caused big de-

clines in House Finch numbers. Infected birds often have swollen, crusty, or reddened 
eyes and may appear inactive or confused. Over time, it leads to birds becoming blind, 

disoriented, and vulnerable to predators. Other finch species, such as the American 

Goldfinch, are also affected. The disease is spread through social contact, so keeping 

your bird feeders and baths clean is important.  Another issue facing finch is the Brown

-headed Cowbird, a brood parasite, which will lay its eggs in House Finch nests.  Lucki-
ly, the diet House Finches feed their young is inadequate for the young cowbirds, which 

rarely survive. 

Avian pox is another common disease that affects finch. This disease causes warty le-
sions on non-feathered areas around the beak, legs, 

and feet.  Avian pox is transmitted by biting insects, 

by direct contact with infected birds or contami-

nated surfaces (e.g., feeders), or by ingestion of con-
taminated food or water. Just as with conjunctivi-

tis, the infected bird becomes vulnerable to preda-

tion, starvation, or exposure.  Since these diseases 

are considered contagious [not to humans] please 

be responsible and clean your feeders on a regular 
basis even when there are no signs of disease.  

What should you do if you see a bird with one of the 

above-mentioned conditions?  Cornell advises people 
to take down their feeders for a few days to en-

courage the sick birds to disperse.  Then clean the 

feeders with hot, soapy water with a diluted bleach 

or weak 10% vinegar solution.  Rinse and dry thor-
oughly before refilling.  It is also suggested to clean 

and rake up debris under the feeding stations as 

well.  Since infected birds can fly it is very difficult 

to capture and treat sick birds.  When you partici-

pate in Project Feeder Watch and if you count any 
finches, you will be prompted to answer questions 

on their conditions so Cornell can track the diseas-

es.  

Put up a feeder of safflower and sunflower, then this November, join Cornell’s Project 
Feeder Watch [a EFMN service project!] and count your House Finch!  Enjoy! 

Tweet of the Month (cont.) 
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House Finch 

22 



23 

 

 

From Fieldnotes 
       August  2023    Naturalist News  

23 

No Harm; No Foul 

By Missy Adair 

  

I lived on my own 20-acre wildlife reserve and sheep farm in the heart of no-

where Texas.  Nearest neighbors were a half mile away.  So I regularly went 

out in slippers and a modest gown to wander my sidewalk and unpaved 

driveway that was a magnet for all manner of wildlife.  I liked to check for liz-

ards and snake species on sunny afternoons or quail and wild turkey resting 

in the shaded sides of the long drive in late morning. 

Today I decided to wander over to see the sheep.  I was mildly annoyed that 

I would be wading through foot tall native grasses without jeans on- those 

stalks do poke!  My brain was lamely wandering on this sunny day when my 

feet stopped.  I looked down in a vague manner to question why they had 

stopped.  I was sure no such order had been on my mind.  I ordered those 

feet to move forward but they did not.  I was annoyed.    

The wind was blowing gently, for a Texas late spring day.  There was a 

buzzing in the grass and a shadow from a vulture.  I was contemplating the 

strange refusal of my feet to take another step as the vulture made lazy cir-

cles.  My mind shifted to full attention.  

Buzzing.  In the long grass.  That I had proposed to walk straight through.  

Now, it couldn’t be a rattlesnake, I scoffed.  They rattled, didn’t we all know 

that?  Yet didn’t a biologist know that not every sound in the field is the same 

as it is through a snake tank or on tv?  A very young rattlesnake would make 

just such a noise.  And young rattlesnakes are quick to pull fangs and have 

stronger venom. I took a half step forward and the buzzing increased to a 

frenzy!  Yep, it was a young rattlesnake.  I couldn’t blame it for not really 

wanting to be eaten or stepped on. 

I took a few slow steps back.  I pondered those stubborn feet of mine.  How 

had they known what to do while I was daydreaming?  If you are a naturalist 

with some practice, your base instincts are always alert.  You hear and un-

derstand without having to think.  You see without having to look directly at 

the bird making the shadow.  Your mind grasps danger. 

I looked down at my slippered feet and thanked them.  I smiled up at the vul-

ture.  I saluted the valiantly trying snake.  Then I strolled inside. 
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This Month’s Contributors 

Articles and photos for the Naturalist News 
are always wanted and welcomed! 

Please send submissions to: newsletter@efctmn.org  

Deadline for the September 2023 submissions is 

Friday, September 15th. 

Tammie Walters, Editor 

Gale Bacon 

Sue Yost 

Marilyn Blanton Dave Jones 

Becky Bertoni 

Thank you all! 

Regina Dale 

Missy Adair 

Jan Deatherage 

Wanda Odum Jonathan  Reynolds 

mailto:newsletter@efctmn.org
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 Almost the Last Word 

WANTED: Next Generation Representation  

A Plea From Jan Deatherage 

Recently one morning I sat down to my 2015 iMac computer and discovered that my Magic Mouse (yes, 

that's the official name) no longer worked. When I returned home from Best Buy with the 'new and improved' 

Magic Mouse, it became apparent that the connection ports on my old computer wouldn't accommodate the 

new device. Lightning Bolt, USB-C, all the connector cables, adapters and plugs - nothing seemed to work. 

After an extended period of time on HOLD with a Representative and a lackluster chat session, I eventually 

attempted a workaround with the existing framework. But no sooner than I tried the fix, I was greeted with a 

friendly message that the Magic Mouse and computer were paired wirelessly. How did it know????? 

This experience led me to contemplate how much has changed over the years. And yes, it parallels my 

thinking about our Chapter and how we get things done. It takes a village as well as some magic. When I 

joined in 2011, there were 103 (active) members reporting at least 1 hour of service. In 2022, we had 196 

active members, almost double in 10 years. It looks simple on paper, but trust me, it took lots of worka-

rounds and willing people. 

How do we keep up with all the added 

complications of growth and support 

needed to make this machine function 

wirelessly? (Wireless = no paid staff.)   

Our adapters and connection ports 

always need updating. We need Next 

Generation Representation to build 

out the next 10 years. 

But let's not get too far ahead here. 

2024 is right around the corner. There 

are several positions in our operation 

that need your skill, attention and up-

dated connection-port know-how.  

As Immediate Past President, I'm responsible for heading up the nominating committee. This is a committee 

that has big demands and could use some Elm Fork Chapter Magic these days.  

There are areas that could benefit from your skill and interest. Not one of these requires that you be wired to 

your computer. The outside beckons and you can happily respond, even while serving as a leader or as part 

of a team. We are looking for volunteers to help lead and/or support every aspect of our chapter's opera-

tions. Those include: 

AT/Programs, Hospitality, Initial Training, Membership, Outreach, President, Pro-

jects, Resource Room, Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President, VMS 

There's a wide world of noble causes out there and you chose this one. We are all glad you did. Help us 

keep it a noble cause by bringing your talent, imagination and energy to the task of connecting us to the fu-

ture.  We need you, and your representation, now.  

Give me a call. This Representative is standing by . . . 
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 Almost the Last Word 

 

Feeding Wild Ducks Responsibly 
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 Almost the Last Word 

The Green Acres iNaturalist Photography Exhibit 

will be on display at the 

Elm Fork Education Center at UNT in Denton 

from Aug 21-Sept 15 

The Elm fork Education Center is a chapter project, 

for training and education. 

 

The kind staff of the Center will be including some of the 

history of the land, Green Acres Farm, and a map to locate 

where Green Acres Farm Memorial Park, the site of the 

photos and the Green Acres Master Naturalist project, 

is located in Denton County. 

Funny Finds from Sue Yost! 
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Who We Are 
Our Mission 

“To develop a corps of well-informed volun-

teers to provide education, outreach, and ser-

vice dedicated to the beneficial management 

of natural resources and natural areas within 

their communities for the State of Texas.” 

Our Vision 

“In our community, Elm Fork Chapter of the 

Texas Master Naturalist will be recognized as 

a primary source of information, education, 

and service to support natural resources and 

natural areas today and in the future.” 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M 

AgriLife Extension Service are open to all 

people without regard to race, color, religion, 

sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic 

information or veteran status. The Texas 

A&M University System, U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, and the County Commissioners 

Courts of Texas Cooperating.  

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

Joseph A. Carroll Building  

401 W. Hickory Street 

Denton, TX 76201 

940-349-2883  

    

 

 

 

 

Texas Master Naturalist—Elm Fork Chapter                   

https://txmn.org/elmfork/ 

OFFICERS 

President – Jerry Betty  

Vice President – Kathy Webb 

Treasurer – Ray Kreutzfeld 

Secretary – Missy McCormick 

BOARD POSITIONS 

Immediate Past President — Jan Deatherage 

Member-at-Large — Janet Gershenfeld 

BOARD DIRECTORS 

Membership – Sharon Betty 

VMS – Mike Hatch  

Initial Training – Elise Spain 

Communications – Karen DeVinney  

Volunteer Service Projects – Larry Duncan 

Advanced Training Programs – David Jones 

Outreach/Adult Education – Fran Witte 

New Class Representative - Christine Wayles 

CHAPTER ADVISORS 

AgriLife —  

Texas Parks and Wildlife — Mindy Shumate  

Regular Monthly Chapter Meetings  

Meetings are on the third Thursday of each 

month at 9:30 a.m. preceded by a social time at 

9:00 a.m.  

Chapter meetings are open to the public.   

Board Meetings  

The Board meets each second Thursday of the 

month at 9:30 a.m.  

Monthly Board meetings are open to members.  

https://txmn.org/elmfork/

