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Chapter Meeting and Presentation 

Thursday, April 20th     9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Southwest Courthouse 

6200 Canyon Falls Dr.     Flower Mound, TX 76226  

 

AT Presentation: 

 

Name of Speaker:  Alejandra Gage  

  

Bio:  Alejandra Gage is a graduate student pursuing 

her masterôs degree in biology at the University of 

North Texas studying Painted Buntings. Her re-

search is focused on exploring the mating system of 

the Painted Bunting and the possibility of multiple 

paternity in the broods. She will be using molecular 

genetic methods to determine paternity, which is 

something that has not been done before with this 

species. Before Painted Buntings, Alejandra did be-

havioral research on Bumble bees (Dr. Elinor 

Lichtenberg, UNT) and molecular research on Hon-

ey bees (Dr. Nancy Moran, UT Austin). 

 

Presentation Title:  Monogamy Mythology: Painted 

Bunting Breeding Ecology at an Urban Prairie  

 

Presentation Summary:  Scientists have long con-

sidered Painted Buntings monogamous or polygy-

nous, but recent evidence from the work done at the 

Lewisville Lake Environmental Learning Area (LLELA) suggests that this might not be true. Based on 

the limited amount of parental care provided by the male of the species and recently collected female 

home range data, we suspect that female Painted Buntings are mating with more than one male. This 

presentation will focus on the life history of the Painted Bunting, our recent findings, and the work cur-

rently taking place at LLELA by the UNT Painted Bunting Project.  
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/33%C2%B004'21.1%22N+97%C2%B012'14.9%22W/@33.0725239,-97.2041375,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m4!3m3!8m2!3d33.0725239!4d-97.2041375
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Whatõs Happening Now 
Dear Elm Fork Chapter,  

Happy TMN Tuesday! April is a celebration of many things! The best of those celebrations is YOU--our Texas 

Master Naturalist Volunteers!! The entire month of April is Global Volunteer Month. The week of April 16th to 

22nd is highlighted as National Volunteer Week. April also has a whole host of conservation and stewardship 

events with Earth Day, Arbor Day, City Nature Challenge and so many other nature festivals and events tak-

ing place to celebrate the return of spring across Texas. In our minds, April should be recognized as Texas 

Master Naturalist Volunteer Month! The work done by Master Naturalist volunteers this month ï and in fact 

every day of the year ï is worthy of celebration on a state, national and global level!  

National Volunteer Week (April 16-22nd) is an opportunity for our Texas Master Naturalists to be celebrated 

and to celebrate each other. Watch our Texas Master Naturalist social media channels that week as we high-

light the work of our incredible volunteers. Follow us at Facebook & Instagram!  

Rounding out our National Volunteer Week is Earth Day (Saturday, April 22nd). Though these two special 

events are not tied together, for us, they offer a stewardship-focused capstone to one amazing week.  

All of these events serve as opportunities to recognize the impact of your volunteer service and the power of 

the Texas Master Naturalist Program. Your ability to tackle our communitiesô and societyôs greatest natural 

resource challenges is unrivaled. As a Texas Master Naturalist, youôve heard us say before that when you 

put on the dragonfly badge, your name tags, your pins, or your Texas Master Naturalist shirt - you are part of 

something bigger. You are part of our stateôs largest conservation and stewardship movement. YOU ARE our 

Texas Master Naturalist family! And our family is awesome!  

As part of the Texas Master Naturalist program, you have made considerable impacts over the past 25 years 

of the program. In 2022 alone, our Texas Master Naturalist Program volunteers conquered service projects, 

developed conservation partnerships, changed landscapes, and enlightened your communities. To see the 

whole of your impacts, check out our 2022 annual report attached and shared on our website. Please share 

this resource with other people you know too!  

Help us share your story and your favorite parts of being a Texas Master Naturalist. Join our 25th anniversary 

storytelling project by submitting your videos, stories or photos. Your contribution to this project will help tell 

the story of the program with more than just impact numbers and volunteer service hours. It's the people, the 

heart of our program, that we want to hear from, learn about and recognize the spirit of in this 25th year and 

the next 25 years going forward.  

The impacts you and the entire Master Naturalist family make on behalf of our two state agency sponsors, 

Texas Parks & Wildlife Department and Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, are noticed, felt, and appreci-

ated more than can ever be expressed. Our agencies recognize the power of conservation stewardship and 

your volunteerism ï and the fact that ñitôs needed now more than everò! We hope you and your chapters utilize 

this month-long celebration as an opportunity to inspire others to join your ranks as you shout from the roof-

tops how amazing you are!  

Happy Global Volunteer Month! Happy National Volunteer Week! Happy Earth Day!  

We appreciate you! We celebrate you! We have so much to look forward to with you!  

You make a difference! You make everything possible! Thank YOU!  

Michelle Haggerty  

Texas Master Naturalist State Program Coordinator  

Mary Pearl Meuth  

Texas Master Naturalist Assistant Program Coordinator 

https://www.facebook.com/TexasMasterNaturalistProgram
https://www.instagram.com/texasmasternaturalist/
https://txmn.tamu.edu/
https://txmn.tamu.edu/25th-anniversary-storytelling-project/
https://txmn.tamu.edu/25th-anniversary-storytelling-project/
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Awards and Recognition 
March 2023 
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Recertifications 
Gale Bacon   Class of 2018 

Sharon Barr   Class of 2008 

Becky Bertoni   Class of 2015 

Sharon Betty   Class of 2018 

Regina Dale   Class of 2019 

Troy Dale    Class of 2020 

Mike Danner   Class of 2014 

Dale Denton   Class of 2019 

Karen DeVinney  Class of 2021 

Janet Gershenfeld   Class of 2005 

Maggie Gunnels  Class of 2020 

Sandra LaQuey   Class of 2019 

Carl Malmberg   Class of 2021 

Jean Mason   Class of 2017 

Dale Meyer   Class of 2011 

Ginny Richards  Class of 2022 

Diane Wetherbee  Class of 2000 

Fran Witte    Class of 2017 

Kim Wootton   Class of 2017 

Allen York    Class of 2017 

Continued  
on next page 

Initial Certifications  
Christine Wayles   Class of 2022 



с 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Awards and Recognition 
March 2023 

        April  2023      Naturalist News  

с 

250 Hour Milestone  
Missy McCormick  Class of 2019 

1500 Hour Milestone  
Dale Meyer    Class of 2011 

Sandra LaQuey  Class of 2019 

2000 Hour Milestone  

LeeAnn Weaver  Class of 2004 

3000 Hour Milestone  

Diane Wetherbee   Class of 2000 

4000 Hour Milestone  

Tom Mills     Class of 2014 

5000 Hour Milestone  

Carl Patrick    Class of 2010 
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A White-lined Sphinx (Hyles lineata), a type of Hummingbird Moth, darting through 

henbit deadnettle (Lamium amplexicaule) seeking nectar.  This creature's habitat was 

mowed by the local city shortly after the photograph was taken. 

Courtesy of Bryan Lewis, class of 2020 
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YŹƣ ŪŹƣĭ ŗůŀŹƣŪúƸŗŹůğ  

9ŹůƸúĖƸ yúƣǖ yŹƣƣŹǔ ğ Źƣ ƎƣŹŠĭĖƸƨĊĭŀĖƸŪůƓŹƣŋ 
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Ray Roberts Lake Nature Centers 
 

The Nature Centers at both Isle Du Bois and Johnson 

Branch Parks need your help so they can be part of the 

experience for lake attendees. 

Isle Du Bois has very few slots filled and is in critical need 

for volunteers. 

Johnson Branch has some slots filled but there are many 

opportunities waiting for you! 

Please sign up at the links below: 

Isle Du Bois Johnson Branch 

Volunteer Opportunities  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e44aea728aafec34-isle#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e44aea728aafec34-johnson#/
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Volunteer Opportunities  

Volunteers Needed! 

April 25th, 9:00 ï 12:00 or completion 

Lewisvilleôs Extending the Green project is going to be planting approximately 600 native and 

adapted plants in its Garden Ridge median pollinator garden, at 2220 Garden Ridge Blvd.           

5-7 volunteers are needed to assist UNT students and city staff in supervising 50 corporate vol-

unteers in placing and planting an urban pollinator garden.  Volunteers should bring water, sun-

screen, and insect repellent and provide personal tools if they wish to assist in planting. VMS 

hours will be recorded as technical guidance (TG) or resource management (RM). 

Sign up and information contacts 

Chris Chastain at cityoflewisville.com    

Scott Kiester (through the Members Area Directory), or projects@efctmn.org 

Lantana Monarch Waystation Workday 

1301 Haverford Lane, Lantana (may come up Argyle on GPS) 

Third Wednesday of Every Month 

9:00am-11:00am 

Lantana's Monarch Waystation is designed to 

educate residents and other HOAs on how na-

tive landscapes and HOAs can co-exist. We'll 

tend to the plants in this HOA showcase na-

tive garden - weeding, deadheading as need-

ed, adding plant material, adding mulch, and 

generally keeping things tidy. Bring weed-

ing tools, gloves, clippers, water...and your 

cell phone or camera to add the many pollina-

tors attracted to the garden to your iNaturalist 

observations. 

 

For more information or to let us know you're coming, 

contact Diane Wetherbee through the Members Area Directory, or projects@efctmn.org 

mailto:projects@efctmn.org
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Volunteer Opportunities  

DFW WILDLIFE COALITION is looking 

for Volunteers! 

The volunteers usually work for 2-hour shifts 

once a week from your home. 

There are 6 hours of Online Training. 

If interested or need more information contact 

Cecily Pegues or Betty Zajac 

projects@efctmn.org 

https://www.dfwwildlife.org/ 

The DFW Wildlife Coalition is a group of volunteers who help with wildlife emergencies like inju-

ries, out of the nest or orphaned babies, and animal conflicts with people. The volunteer receives 

phone calls, identifies the problems, and directs the caller to available resources or provides guid-

ance. Volunteering is usually from your home using the internet and your phone. Volunteers have 

a two-hour shift each week. A supervisor is available to assist with special problems. 

Many times, the caller just doesn't understand animal behavior and we help with that. Baby sea-

son is particularly busy with orphaned animals or babies discovered by a pet dog or cat. Fledgling 

birds are a major activity. 

REMINDER 

FeederWatch Season Ends April 30th 

Which means April 29th is the last day to start a two-day 

count. 

mailto:projects@efctmn.org
https://www.dfwwildlife.org/

