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Chapter Meeting and Presentation 

Thursday, March 16th 

9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse 

3rd floor, 2020 Room 

 

AT Presentation:  

Bluestems and Bluebirds: A Year in the LBJ National Grassland 

by Jerry Hamby 

 

Jerry Hamby was born and raised in the Texas Panhandle but 

lived more than half his life in Southeast Texas. For thirty-one 

years he taught English and Humanities at Lee College in Bay-

town. Jerry completed training for the Texas Master Naturalist 

program with the Gulf Coast Chapter in 2014 and for seven 

years was a lead volunteer at Exploration Green, a 200-acre na-

ture park developed on the site of the former Clear Lake City 

Golf Course in Houston. He and a co-leader managed an on-

site nursery and coordinated the planting of 1,350 trees. Jerry 

also made several presentations about Exploration Green, in-

cluding one at the 2017 annual meeting of Texas Master Natu-

ralists. Since moving with his wife Susan to Denton in 2021, Jer-

ry has worked most extensively at the LBJ National Grassland, 

where he monitors bluebird nesting boxes and records observa-

tions for the Great Texas Wildlife Trails Adopt-a-Loop project. 
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The Elm Fork Chapter Annual Awards Meeting 

and the 2022 Awards went toé 
     

Project of the Year 

Clear Creek Natural Heritage Center (Clay Thurmond)  
 

 

Volunteer of the Year 

Regina Dale  
 

 

Outstanding Service Awards 

Education/Outreach  

Fran Witte  

Natural Resource Service  

Becky Bertoni  

LLELA Turtle Teams 

 Turtles Moms and a Dad - Hugh Franks, Karen Peden, Rita Lokie, 

 Linda Cox, Mary Morrow  

 Tracking - Barbara Beane, Larry Duncan, Scott Kiester  
 

Volunteer Network  

Linda Cox  

Wanda Odum  
 

Public Understanding  

DFW Wildlife Coalition - Dave Ford, Val Beardsley, Sharon Clark, 

Cecily Pegues, Betty Zajac  
 

Most Hours  

 Intern: Shaleen Wunrow  

 Veteran: Carl Patrick  
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Awards and Recognition 
February 2023 
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Recertifications 
Pam Bennett   Class of 2019 

Whit Dieterich   Class of 2022 

Larry Duncan   Class of 2018 

Jim Gerber    Class of 2019 

Susan Hamby   Class of 2022 

Lin Hampton   Class of 2022 

David Jones   Class of 2019 

Scott Kiester   Class of 2003 

Abigail Miller   Class of 2003 

Tom Mills    Class of 2014 

Marty Newman  Class of 2020 

Chryl Prestemon  Class of 2020 

Sue Yost    Class of 2017 

Betty Zajac   Class of 2003 

Continued  

on next page 
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Awards and Recognition 
February 2023 
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250 Hour Milestone  
Jerry Clark    Class of 2021 

Whit Dieterich   Class of 2022 

 

500 Hour Milestone  
Alice Mankoff    Class of 2016 

 

1500 Hour Milestone  

Pam Bennett   Class of 2019 

Hugh Franks  Class of 2019 

2500 Hour Milestone  

Betty Mullenweg   Class of 2001 
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Orange Sulphur Butterfly, by Denver Kramer  

Signs of Spring!  
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Eaglet in the Nest,  
from Denver Kramer 

Bluebird in the Nest Box,  
from Denver Kramer 

Cardinal in the Redbud Tree,  
from Tammie Walters 

More Signs of Spring!  
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ñMindfulness in Texas Natureò starts with a discussion of how time spent in nature benefits our 
bodies and minds, and how we can be present mindfully in the woods and prairies. Is a mindful 
walk different from searching for particular species and adding to life-lists on our walks? From 
there, Michael will share some moments - and photos - from the forthcoming book, Mindful of 

Texas Nature (Texas A&M U. Press).  ww.livesinnature.substack.com 

 Michael Smith is a licensed Psychological Associate 
(www.MSmithLPA.com) who has always had a strong interest in nature 
and has interests in ecotherapy and mindfulness in nature. He has par-
ticular interest and affection for the LBJ National Grasslands (https://
LBJGProject.org). Michael is author or co-author of two books on rep-
tiles and amphibians. He teaches herpetology to Texas Master Natural-
ists and writes at https://livesinnature.substack.com.  

 

 

(Note from Sue Yost: This AT opportunity is free, so there will be no gate fee. If you run a few minutes 
late there will be someone to let you in the gate; they lock up at 7:00 p.m. Turn right after the gate house 
into the Blackjack Trail Parking Lot. Contact Sue Yost for more information or check our EFC Calendar.)  

Friends of LLELA presents 

"Mindfulness in Texas Nature"  

with Michael Smith  

 

Meet us on March 14 Tuesday at 7 pm 

at the LLELA Educational Building 

201 E Jones St, Lewisville, TX 75057 

(Take your first right after passing the gate house.) There is no fee but the 
gate will close at 7pm so donôt be late!   

http://ww.livesinnature.substack.com/?fbclid=IwAR3jB6dvtGNsBuA5xz3k-LzfAlAOqI2H37UNUt3m3ABRpxPw8v5fx3wOLSM
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.MSmithLPA.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2KZloh74H2QGyU7rXK9SDGls6hnBIXML2366DUrNLulMf9rLO1hreoBxI&h=AT3XVsyWQjhjvIFqU6J82U6yht9pHXpuMNonizIUxrIRE8SVOFgmnuJBPz4zQaorM61P8Y0NE0ILFGRZAx9IXmuP1b2tX0D94Dve9ZC4V30bwqzLRluvtJZ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2FLBJGProject.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3jB6dvtGNsBuA5xz3k-LzfAlAOqI2H37UNUt3m3ABRpxPw8v5fx3wOLSM&h=AT1egjK8wCK1jO_y--SD08MkS9LGvZbxdo4Oui4-ICtJbOgH15KRxzODCqYXb_eFlxw__jTeQWsy9oXI7xlPJO0YNkBEMUhCysDP6Efj8fAPVGE8ooRbuM55
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2FLBJGProject.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3jB6dvtGNsBuA5xz3k-LzfAlAOqI2H37UNUt3m3ABRpxPw8v5fx3wOLSM&h=AT1egjK8wCK1jO_y--SD08MkS9LGvZbxdo4Oui4-ICtJbOgH15KRxzODCqYXb_eFlxw__jTeQWsy9oXI7xlPJO0YNkBEMUhCysDP6Efj8fAPVGE8ooRbuM55
https://livesinnature.substack.com/?fbclid=IwAR3GYMO7BpHtsgm_4WaPToGs_u-8HVem-uEbU0fSzRhqKetk7WQqIi4mGiI

