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What Happens Next 

Elm Fork Chapter Annual Awards Meeting 
 

Thursday, February 16  

9:00 AM —12:00 PM 

Denton County Administrative Courthouse 

3rd floor, 2020 Room  
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Elm Fork Chapter Receives Spirit of Lewisville Award 

From Jan Deatherage 

 

Elm Fork Chapter was recognized by the City of Lewisville January 

23rd at their City Council Meeting. We were presented the 2023 

Spirit of Lewisville Award which recognizes our community service 

in partnership with city staff. As you probably know, we work closely 

with Lewisville Parks and Recreation on multiple projects including 

LLELA, Thrive, and Extending the Green.  Stacie Anaya, who 

heads up P&R, provided us with the recommendation given to the 

Council on our behalf.  It says a lot about our relationship building 

efforts and the value of our expertise across a wide spectrum of ac-

tivities.  

Scott Kiester, Sue Yost, and Jan Deatherage were there to accept 

the award on behalf of the Chapter. Congratulations to all members 

who have helped make a difference in Lewisville. There are too 

many of you to thank in this newsletter, but you know who you are. 

You are appreciated and your service is valued! 
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What You May Have Missed 
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From the City of Lewisville 
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What You May Have Missed (cont.) 
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Awards and Recognition 
January 2023 
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Recertifications 
Mary Cissell   Class of 2015 

Hilton Dickerson  Class of 2009 

Jerry Hamby   Class of 2014 

Mary Morrow   Class of 2014 

Carl Patrick   Class of 2010 

 

1500 Hour Milestone 

Fran Witte 

Class of 2017 
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Northern Cardinals, from Tammie Walters 

Inca Doves, from Tammie Walters 

Common Goldeneyes, from Denver Kramer 

Black-necked Stilts, from Bryan Lewis 

Love is in the air... 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 
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Hours for observing and entering data will be entered in VMS under 
'Project Feeder Watch'. You can combine all 4 days together in one entry. 

If you take photos and enter them in iNaturalist, since this is an approved 
project, time spent entering data into iNaturalist can be entered in VMS.  

 
For questions, please contact Karen Mangum, or projects@efctmn.org 

For more information, click on What’s New? (txmn.org)  

mailto:projects@efctmn.org
https://txmn.org/elmfork/members-area/whats-new/
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This class falls under our project P140311 Trees and Forest Management. 

Hours in class and field exercises will be entered in VMS under AT: Project Specific, 

description: Trees and Forest Management. 

 

We have 14 applications and will accept 20 in the class, if you are interested, please sign up 

today. Contact Mary Morrow (see Members Area Directory) if you have any questions.  
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Be sure to see Plan Your Week or the Elm Fork Chapter Calendar 

for more volunteer service projects 

and advanced training opportunities. 

Click  here:  https://txmn.org/elmfork/members-only-calendar/ 

Or on the Calendar 

 

https://txmn.org/elmfork/members-only-calendar/
https://txmn.org/elmfork/members-only-calendar/
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Quick Tips From Our Webmaster 
                            Gale Bacon 

Have you ever met someone in our chapter, 

but couldn’t remember their name? 

Or did you hear their name, but don’t know the face?  

Curious about who shares your interests and 

hobbies?  Our member photo directory can help!  

It’s only as good as the information we’ve received.  

We encourage you to enter or update your information 

for 2023! 

 

How to Add Information to the Photo Directory  

• On the Elm Fork Chapter website, visit the members area page: https://txmn.org/

elmfork/members-area/  (type in the website password, if prompted) 

• Scroll down to the Membership Directories section and click on Photo Directory.  

 

 

 

 

 

• Enter the website password in the gray box:  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Continued 

on next 

page 

https://txmn.org/elmfork/members-area/
https://txmn.org/elmfork/members-area/
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Quick Tips (cont.) 
 

• Next, click the ‘here’ link:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Review the directory help information, then select ‘click here’ to receive your 

     private email link.  

 

 

 

 

 

• In your email, click on the private link and enter the website password: 

 

 

Continued 

on next 

page 
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Quick Tips (cont.) 
 

• You can then check the boxes for your subject matter interests,  

personal hobbies, etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Click ‘SAVE’ to save your changes:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

• To update your photo, send a new photo to directory@efctmn.org  

 

 

Coming next: tips on how to search the photo directory.   

mailto:directory@efctmn.org
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Are You Ready to NestWatch??? 

By Sharon Miggans, EFC NestWatch Project Manager 

Bluebirds are already going in and out of 
nest boxes at my house and claiming them 
for their own.  It won’t be long before nests 
start to appear, and volunteering opportu-
nities arise.  If you missed last month’s ar-
ticle on NestWatch and how to participate, 
it can be accessed through txmn.org/
elmfork/newsletters. 

I have had several members contact me 
and ask where they can NestWatch.  So, I 
compiled a list from project managers that 
responded to me. If I missed your project, 
please let me know and I will include it in 
the next newsletter. The following have 
nest box trails and opportunities for volun-
teering: 

 Beulah Acres Agroforest 

 Clear Creek Natural Heritage Center 

 Furneaux Creek Nature Trail 

 Bob Jones Nature Center 

 LBJ National Grasslands Conservation 

               Programs 

 Trophy Club Park Conservation Area 

 (help needed!) 

 Green Acres 

 The Flower Mound Project 

Please contact project managers to participate in 
their NestWatch program.  A list of project managers 
can be found at txmn.org/elmfork.  Click on 
“members area”, then “projects” and a list of the pro-
jects with contact information will pop up.  Remem-
ber, you can NestWatch on your own property, as 
well. 

 

If you have any questions about NestWatch, please feel free to contact me, 

Sharon Miggans (see Members Area Directory). I’m always happy to help.   
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Projects in the Community 

Mom and Dad Bluebird helping fledgling out of the box 

Newly fledged Eastern Bluebird 

Hey! Anyone can NestWatch! 

(Even a Black-bellied Whistling Duck!) 

https://txmn.org/elmfork/chapter-newsletter/
https://txmn.org/elmfork/chapter-newsletter/
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Bluebird Monitoring at LBJ Grassland 

From Jerry Hamby 
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Work recently completed in the LBJ National 
Grassland, where supports, predator baffles, 

and a few nesting boxes for Eastern Bluebirds 
were replaced.  

Susan Hamby and Jeanne Erickson, Project 
Manager for bluebird monitoring at LBJ. 

Photo by Jerry Hamby 

Jody Springer, Jeanne Erickson, Susan 
Hamby, and Susan Tartaglino 

Photo by Jerry Hamby 

Jerry Hamby and Jeanne Erickson 
Photo by Susan Hamby 
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Projects in the Community 

Speaking of Bluebirds… 

From Becky Bertoni 

Eastern bluebirds love perching on our signs at 

Green Acres 

Photos from Win Goddard, 

Green Acres Volunteer 
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Texas Native Plant 

Art Exhibition  
From Jerry Hamby 

 

The Texas Native Plant Art Exhibition 

features works by fourth grade stu-

dents in DISD and is sponsored by the 

Texas Master Naturalist program and 

the Native Plant Society of Tex-

as. Marilyn Blanton is the Elm Fork 

Chapter’s Project Manager for the 

Texas Native Plant Art Exhibition. 

 

Last week the works went up at 

the Elm Fork Education Center on 

the campus of UNT, a great place 

to see all the award-winning art-

work. Brian Wheeler, who is Senior 

Program Project Coordinator, can 

be seen installing the exhibition. 

The Elm Fork Education Center, 

under Brian Wheeler's leadership, 

has hosted the Texas Native Plant 

Art displays for a number of years. 
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Projects in the Community 
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Eastern Screech Owl 

(Megascops asio) 

 

The Eastern Screech Owl is one of our more familiar 

birds as it is found widespread over the eastern half of 

North America.  Screech Owls tolerate human activity so 

they can be found somewhat easily in suburban neigh-

borhoods. [like mine!]  

Eastern Screech Owls don’t actual “screech” but have 

several calls including a “whinny like a horse” and a liq-

uid, wavering whistle.  In the breeding season [happening 

now] males and females stay in touch with a soft, mut-

ed, one-note trill.  They have that very distinctive de-

scending trill they use to defend the nest or territory.  To hear their calls log onto 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Eastern_Screech-Owl/sounds. 

They are small birds not much bigger than a Cardinal. Males are about 8 ¼” tall with 

a wingspan of 21”. Females, much like other owls, are slightly larger coming in at 9 ¼” 

and a 22” wingspan. Unless they are perched next to each other it is hard to tell them 

apart.   

Eastern Screech Owls live in the U.S east of the Rockies. 

There is also a very similar Western Screech Owl that 

would be west of the Rockies. (The western can be 

found in far west Texas also.)  Eastern Screech Owls live 

in lower elevations and can be found in many different 

habitats. Disturbed and pristine forests, evergreen and 

deciduous trees and are perfectly happy in an urban/

suburban backyard. They avoid dense forests where 

predators like the Great Horned Owl lurk in the dark 

shadows.   

Not all Eastern Screech Owls look alike. There are 3 “phases” gray, red and brownish 

(sort of between a red and brown). Gray phase birds are more common in the North and 

in South Texas. Red phases are more common in the South. Our area can get both phas-

es. The eyes and bill are yellowish (the Western Screech has a black bill) and they have 

the signature ear tufts which are not ears at all!   

     February 2023      Naturalist News  

18 

One-Eyed Owl 

Tweet of the Month 
By Sue Yost, class of 2017 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Eastern_Screech-Owl/sounds
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Screeches are very well camouflaged blending into a tree trunk. Sometimes when 

“found out” they will stretch tall and erect vertically to better blend in much like a tree 

branch. If you hear songbirds such as jays, wrens and chickadees loudly “fussing” up in a 

tree or near a cavity in a tree or nest box, then that sleeping screech just got found! 

Screech Owls are secondary cavity nesters meaning they 

will nest in a tree cavity or a man-made nest box. Nest box-

es need to be the proper size for these little owls and come 

with a 3” round entrance hole. Unlike other birds, they do 

not bring in material to make a nest, so cedar or pine shav-

ings need to be provided in the box. The box can be on a tel-

escoping pole or mounted in a tree 10’-30’ above ground.   

 Males put on quite a show to attract a female. (They 

also mate for life.) First they bow, raising wings while bob-

bing and swiveling the head. Then they do a full body bob all 

the while doing a slow “winking” of the eyes. The male 

brings food to female. Mated pairs preen each other's feath-

ers and call-in duet. That’s enough to get any available fe-

male to take a second look, isn’t it? Once he has won her 

heart, they mate, and she gets ready for egg laying.   

She will lay 2-8 eggs and starts incubating as soon as the first egg drops.  This way 

they will all hatch at different times and hence fledge at different times. She will sit on 

the eggs for about thirty days. She will leave the box for brief periods for potty and wa-

ter breaks. During this time, he will bring her food.  The first egg laid will hatch first. The 

eggs will hatch in the order they were laid for the next week. Dad will continue food 

drops while mom keeps the featherless nestlings warm. The male is clueless when it 

comes to feeding so it’s all up to mom to rip and tear the prey to feed to the owlets. 

Once they start to feather out and no longer need to be kept warm, then mom will also 

join in the hunt to provide food for the hungry owlets.   

Screech Owls are excellent hunters known as the “flying 

bobcat”. They are most active just after dark. They are “sit 

and wait” hunters. If they launch from a branch, they are 

most likely after an insect they catch on the wing. They can 

locate prey by sound as well as by sight. After 30 days of a 

steady diet of rodents, insects, small birds, crayfish, frogs, 

fish, geckos, and snakes, the owlets will fledge one by one.   

 Again, unlike songbirds that fly directly out of a 

nest box to the great blue yonder, screeches will haphazard-

ly “fly” to the nearest foliage. If they land on the ground, 

they will walk to a tree trunk. Once on the trunk they will 

literally climb up the trunk using beak and talons to the 

Tweet of the Month (cont.) 
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Adult Owl in Box 

Owlets 
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safety of the crown of the tree. This is called branching. The new fledgling will make soft 

calls to tell his uber parents where they can find him to feed him! Young gain flight and 

hunting skills slowly; they depend on their parents for food for 8–10 weeks after fledg-

ing. The young will stay with the family unit throughout the summer.   

This little owl is a generalist, with unfussy eating and nesting habits, and adjusts 

well to the presence of humans. In fact, suburban birds often survive better than their 

rural kin, as suburbs provide more prey, milder climates, and fewer predators. Eastern 

Screech Owls can live 8-10 years in the wild. Habitat destruction deprives these birds of 

a place to reproduce as well as reducing available prey. They are also very frequently 

struck by vehicles, and with such a small bird these impacts are usually fatal. It is tough 

being a little screech owl!   

Some owl box owners set up live cameras outside and inside the box to observe the 

activity. This can be totally addictive! There is even a private Facebook page devoted to 

Screech Owls in the area.   

FUN FACT:  Adults may bring back small, wormlike Blind Snakes and release them in the 

nest, where the snakes burrow in debris in bottom of cavity, feeding on insects there, 

perhaps helping protect the young from parasites. 

FUN FACT:  It is not just owls that are attracted to nest box-

es.  Squirrels and small possums also love them.  Plus, honey-

bees!  When bees swarm they sometimes take over an owl 

nest box.  This happened to 2 of my boxes.  Lucky for me I 

knew fellow EFMN Deborah Holyfield, beekeeper extraordi-

naire who came to my rescue!!   
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Possum in the Box 

Bee Swarm in the Box Deb Holyfield Saving the 

Swarm  
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River Otters at Clear Creek 
From Clay Thurmond 

 

Yes, we have them at Clear Creek Natural 

Heritage Center. There have been many 

occasions where something was spotted in 

the water, but determining whether it was a 

beaver, otter, or nutria always eluded us. 

Until recently. Two months ago, Dan 

Brockett, City of Denton Parks and Recrea-

tion, CCNHC Maintenance, caught a family 

of otters on a game cam he set up on the 

new property newly acquired property at 

CCNHC. Then, while doing water quality 

monitoring in December, we observed one 

in the water swimming to what might be a 

den in the log jam at the Confluence. Be-

fore all this though, a student from UNT set up a couple of game cams, one aimed toward the sus-

pected den and another by a slide. We are trying to get access to those photos and report. 

A river otter's expected lifespan is up to 12 

years. They have litters of pups averaging 

two to three but can range from a single 

pup to six pups. The female can delay im-

plantation for as many as 11 months, with 

a gestation period of 60 days. The pups 

are born blind and toothless and are 

weaned at about three months. Within six 

to twelve months, they become independ-

ent and reach sexual maturity at two to 

three years. They are omnivorous. River 

otters pretty much rule while in the water 

but are more susceptible to coyotes, bob-

cats, and wild dogs on land. While they are 

certainly prey for alligators, river otters 

have been known to return the favor by oc-

casionally predating on alligators. Cute as 

they may be, they have a fierce side with 

strong jaws and sharp teeth. 
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Features 

River Otter Family at CCNHC, from Game Camera 

River Otter Swimming, from Clay Thurmond 
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Fear is a Friend 

By Missy Adair 

I do not speak of dread; that is anticipation of something bad. I do not speak of hyperventilation, which comes 

after fear. No, fear is in the very moment you realize something is amiss. Do not ignore it. It can save your life. 

Caution is your very best friend. It keeps you from doing things you'd rather you hadn't. Nature doesn't know 

what you might be ignorant of or forgetful of; if you step in that fire ant bed you will be reminded. 

When your sense of caution (or common sense) fails you there may be consequences you'd rather not have. 

Like unpleasant hallucinations, severe nausea, and a killer headache. Yes, when the professor showed us the 

inner bark of an invasive species in Florida, I tasted it. I had been tasting plants since I was a child (yes, it is a 

miracle I survived). That inner bark tasted delicious! I ate quite a bit. The professor just watched me with ironic 

eyes. 

Back in the van, the unpleasantness began. My tongue went numb. Hallucinations began. I couldn't speak. 

When the effects began to wear off and the nausea and headache settled in, I plaintively asked the professor 

why he hadn't stopped me. He just said, without even turning around, "You won't eat random plants again." 

This time the natural world didn't kill me, but I'd been warned. 

Our group are children of nature. We dance in the sunbeams and are in awe of the moon. But keep that nugget 

of fear and that abundance of caution. Then you won't end up in ignominy or the hospital! 

The elderly professor told us he was taking us to 

see an alligator nest.  We must stay well back and 

be prepared for a quick exit. Mother alligators lurk 

in the water near their nests and can charge at in-

credible speed to kill anything that might disturb the 

nest. 

I wiggled with excitement. I could barely contain 

myself. An alligator’s nest! 

Remember that nugget of fear you should always 

keep to tell you when you are in real danger? I con-

fess I don't have one. I'm pure enthusiasm. I get 

carried away with the thrill of raw nature. Do you 

too? 

Mother alligators don't care that your intentions are 

pure. If you get too close, you will die. I kept edging closer. At the last moment a classmate grabbed me by my 

shirt collar and threw me into the car, which then raced off. I was never allowed on that refuge again. 

You don't have to be constantly afraid in nature! But when common sense or a nudge of fear tug at your brain, 

you know it's time to exit the situation quietly. When you pack your water, trail snacks, magnifying glass and 

field guides, leave room for some caution. It will be your best friend. 
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Unexpected 
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This Month’s Contributors 

Articles and photos for the Naturalist News  are always wanted and welcomed! 

Send submissions to: newsletter@efctmn.org  

Deadline for the March 2023 submissions is Friday, March 10th. 

Thank you all! 

Tammie Walters, Editor 

Denver Kramer Sharon Miggans 

Gale Bacon Missy Adair 

Dale Meyer Jerry Hamby Brian Lewis 

Becky Bertoni Jan Deatherage 

Clay Thurmond Sue Yost Mary Morrow 

mailto:newsletter@efctmn.org
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 Almost the Last Word 

Our chapter governing documents for 2023 (Bylaws, Chapter Operating Hand-

book, and Chapter Management and Operations Protocols) have been moved to 

the Members Area of the website. 

To view these documents, click on the ‘Members Area’ on our website, or 

click here: https://txmn.org/elmfork/members-area/  

Login with the website password and click on the  

'Elm Fork Chapter Governing Documents' link under Forms and Documents 

Some urban wildlife from Dale Meyer’s 

home security cameras! 

Bobcat 

Grey Fox 

Grey Fox 

https://txmn.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f58ea7863ce79418b565c159e&id=cb5182571e&e=f4c6080364
https://txmn.org/elmfork/members-area/elm-fork-chapter-governing-documents/
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 Almost the Last Word 

mailto:newsletter@efctmn.org
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Who We Are 
Our Mission 

“To develop a corps of well-informed volun-

teers to provide education, outreach, and ser-

vice dedicated to the beneficial management 

of natural resources and natural areas within 

their communities for the State of Texas.” 

Our Vision 

“In our community, Elm Fork Chapter of the 

Texas Master Naturalist will be recognized as 

a primary source of information, education, 

and service to support natural resources and 

natural areas today and in the future.” 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M 

AgriLife Extension Service are open to all 

people without regard to race, color, religion, 

sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic 

information or veteran status. The Texas 

A&M University System, U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, and the County Commissioners 

Courts of Texas Cooperating.  

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

Joseph A. Carroll Building  

401 W. Hickory Street 

Denton, TX 76201 

940-349-2883  

    

 

 

 

 

Texas Master Naturalist—Elm Fork Chapter                   

https://txmn.org/elmfork/ 

OFFICERS 

President – Jerry Betty  

Vice President – Kathy Webb 

Treasurer – Ray Kreutzfeld 

Secretary – Missy McCormick 

BOARD POSITIONS 

Immediate Past President — Jan Deatherage 

Member-at-Large — Janet Gershenfeld 

BOARD DIRECTORS 

Membership – Sharon Betty 

VMS – Shaleen Wunrow  

Initial Training – Steve and Lori Carroll 

Communications – Karen DeVinney  

Volunteer Service Projects – Jerry Clark 

Advanced Training Programs – David Jones 

Outreach/Adult Education – Fran Witte 

New Class Representative - Christina Wales 

CHAPTER ADVISORS 

AgriLife — Janet Laminack, Extension Agent 

Texas Parks and Wildlife — TBD 

Regular Monthly Chapter Meetings  

Meetings are on the third Thursday of each 

month at 9:30 a.m. preceded by a social time at 

9:00 a.m.  

Chapter meetings are open to the public.   

Board Meetings  

The Board meets each second Thursday of the 

month at 9:30 a.m.  

Monthly Board meetings are open to members.  


