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Purple beautyberry (Callicarpa dichtoma—courtesy Jonathan Reynolds 

We’re on the Web www.txmn.org/elmfork   

On Facebook: www.facebook.com/

TexasMasterNaturalistElmFork/ 
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Pictures worth a 1000 words! 

A majestic Red-Shouldered Hawk just before dusk. A pair 
nests in the area.  Courtesy Kathryn Wells 

Red-Shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus)(10/30/21, 
My Backyard, Southwest Flower Mound). . . 

Courtesy Kathryn Wells 
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Visible nictitating eyelid—cleans, moistens, and 

protects from the elements 

Interesting stance with one leg raised—energy-

saving mode?  

Full-body shot—what a fiercely beautiful bird! 

Pictures worth a 1000 words! (cont’d) 
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What happened last 

From Mary Morrow 
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From Mary Morrow 
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Nominees 

JAN DEATHERAGE - President 

Elm Fork Chapter, Texas Master Naturalist 

Class of 2011 

I’ve served happily in various capacities for the chapter: 

2012 – 2016:  Publicity 

2014:  Vice President 

2015:  President 

2016:  Past President, Training Committee Co-Chair 

2017:  Co-Chair TMN Regional Conference 

2018:   Training Committee Chair 

 

I survived 30 years in the Advertising Agency Industry and retired in 2011. 

Currently, I am not active in any other organizations as this one is my passion; its people and its mission enrich my life. 

 

 

Kathy Webb – Vice President 

Elm fork Chapter  

• Class of 2017 

• Served as Project Committee member – 2020 

• Wildlife Rehab project - Co-project leader 

NPSOT  

• Member of Trinity Forks Chapter 

• Native Landscape Certified 

Friends of Furneaux Creek  

• Vice President 

ESL (English as a second language) teacher 

I started my career as a Medical Technologist and ended it as an IT Project Manager, working for several employers along the 
way, until retirement in 2017. 

2022 Proposed Slate of Officers for EFCMN Board of Directors 
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Nominees 

 

 

Barbara Beane - Secretary 

Texas Master Naturalist Elm Fork Chapter Class of 2018.  Currently, I am the Secretary on 

the Board of Directors for the Elm Fork Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist. 

Retired Global Product Developer in the Restaurant Industry.  Traveled to 65 countries dur-

ing my employment, 

I have been volunteering at primarily at LLELA.  I especially enjoy tracking the 3-toed Box 

Turtles. 

Denton County Master Gardener Class of 2018.  DCMGA Assistant Class Planning Chairper-

son. 

I enjoy backpacking, running, swimming, gardening and scuba diving. 

Ray Kreutzfeld – Treasurer 

I was born in Port Clinton, Ohio in the first half of the last century in the last mil-
lennium!  I grew up on the West side of Cleveland, Ohio.  I have two younger 
sisters.  I attended The Ohio State University where I met and married the moth-
er of our daughter and son. 

I was transferred to Dallas by The Coca Cola Corporation in 1974.  I consider this 
Very Good Fortune!   In 1978, I joined a wholesale distribution company that sold 
Proprietary Diesel Fuel Injection repair parts to our dealer network and our inter-
nal repair facility.   After a decade, I was asked to move on after a buyout.   I 
landed at Fidelity Investments for the next 18 years.  While there, I worked in 
Customer Service, Retirement Counseling and High Level Customer Problem Reso-
lution before transitioning to computer access control as a Data Security Officer 
for the remainder of my career. 

I have been retired since September 2009 and joined the Elm Fork Chapter with the Class of 2014.   Van Elliott talked me 
into joining the Tech Team and I have served as the VMS Approver for M-Z entries in VMS until October 2020.  Jim Gerber is 
the new primary for this portion of the chapter with me as backup.  My class asked me to be Class Representative in 2015 
and represent us on the Board.  I was then honored to be asked to serve as President of the Chapter in 2016.  Following my 
term as President, I served on the Board as Past President in 2017.   I always had an interest in the training of classes and 
was fortunate to serve on the Training Committee for three years.    

Besides my interests in the natural environment, I am mechanically proficient and enjoy my mechanical friends, build furni-
ture, remodel my home, love boating, try to stay current on technology and enjoy golf, racquetball, water and snow skiing, 
staying fit through exercise and being creative when the spirit hits me.  I have a wonderful snow white Maltese companion 
named Winston.  He will be 10 on Christmas Eve Day. 
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Projects in and around the community 

 

 

In the fall we remove solarizing black plastic and 
put in plants and sow seeds. We have learned to 
leave a black plastic barrier around the bed to 
deter encroaching bermuda. Then after serious 
weedeating and mowing of the bermuda, we cov-
er new areas with black plastic to start the pro-
cess again! 

Everyone helps put down 

black plastic for solarizing the 

bermuda. (photo courtesy 

Jean Mason 

Nov 9, 2021 Green Acres Crew. 

(photo courtesy Becky Bertoni 

November 9 at Green Acres--planting 
and solarizing on the prairie restoration 

From Becky Bertoni 

Caroline spreads seeds and Nancy 
works on the new prairie bed bor-

der, for blooms in spring 2022. 

(photo courtesy Jean Mason) 
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Projects in and around the community 

Texas Native Plant Art Exhibition – from Marilyn Blanton, project manager 
 

T 
he Texas Native Plant Art Exhibition is off to a good start! We had 682 pictures submitted. 
They've all been judged, the results have been recorded and 256 ribbons have been 
awarded. We loved the artwork and had fun judging it although we did have to make some 

difficult decisions. The first display has been set up at the Denton Senior Center. The art exhibit 
will be at the center for the remainder of the month. The TWU Blagg-Huey Library will host the art 
exhibit during December and January. Thanks to everyone that has helped with this project.  
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Projects in and around the community 
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Special Recognition! 

 
Team Michele takes first place TWICE!!! 
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MEET A MASTER, Mr.TOM TURKEY 
Sue Yost; class of 2017 

 
Where are you from? Rio Grande 
Marital status? single 
Kids, Grand kids:  who’s keeping track? 
Pets: I once had a pet squirrel named Chatter 
Work history: I work very hard keeping track of all my ladies. 
Schooling: Everything I know I learned from those that came before me. 
How long a MN? I have been a naturalist forever.  
Favorite pastime: Hanging out with my hen harem. 
Favorite time of year: winter January thru March then summer June thru October.   
Least favorite time of year? Texas HUNTING season! April through May and of course NO-

VEMBER!!! 
Favorite food: freshly fallen acorns 
Favorite place to visit: Davy Crocket National Forest, LLELA & Hagerman NWR 
Favorite animal: white-tailed deer 
Share a funny story or antidote about being a MN. I was smack dab in the sight of a 
hunters rifle, I was frozen in place, I knew he was there in the dawns’ light then…… BAM! 
The hunter let out a sneeze loud enough to wake up all the woodland animals and he then 
tipped over backward in his camp chair, the rifle exploded and off I flew!   The whole woods 
were laughing at that poor human!  
Tell us something we'd be surprised to know about you:  Check out my fun turkey facts 
located in this newsletter! 
 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING EVERYONE 
[eat chicken NOT turkey!] 

 
FUN TURKEY FACTS 

Sue Yost, class of 2017 

 

#1  Enough with gobble, gobble. Turkeys also cluck and purr.  
#2  Turkey droppings tell a bird’s sex and age. Male droppings are j-shaped; female droppings are 
spiral-shaped. The larger the diameter, the older the bird.   
#3  An adult turkey has 5,000 to 6,000 feathers . 

#4  Tom turkeys aren’t the only ones that swagger and fan their tail feathers to woo mates and ward 

off rivals. Some hens strut, too.   

#5  Young turkeys — called poults — scarf down insects like candy. Poults develop more of a taste for 

plants after they’re four weeks old.  

#6  Turkeys can clock 18 mph on foot and up to 50 mph in flight. 

#7  Ben Franklin called the wild turkey a “bird of courage” and thought it would make a better national 

symbol than the Bald Eagle. 

Meet a Special Master  
 

about:blank
about:blank
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Meet a Special Master — cont’d 

#8  In the early 1900s, wild turkeys were on the brink of extinction, with only about 200,000 left. 

Through conservation efforts over the past century, with funds derived from the Pittman-Robertson Act, 

and thanks to sportsmen and women, there are approximately 6.5 million wild birds in the United States 

today, according to the National Wild Turkey Federation. 

#9  A young male Turkey is called a Jake.  A tom [adult male] is also known as a gobbler.  A female is 
called a hen. 
#10  The wattle is a skin flap reaching from the beak to the neck. Caruncles are bumps of flesh that 
cover the birds’ necks and heads.  
#11   Turkeys are opportunistic omnivores, consuming both plant and animal matter — The Rio Grande 
turkey consumes green foliage; doveweed, cedar elm, crowngrass, insects; beetles, snails and dragon 
flies, seed from grasses and forbs; blackberry, pecan seeds, paspalum, and mast; i.e acrons and nuts. 
The annual breakdown of their diet composition is as follows; 19% mast, 16% forbs, 29% insects, 36% 
grasses. Particularly tiny insects, reptiles and amphibians. 
#12  Turkeys have no teeth, thus they swallow their food whole or break them with the aid of the extend 
bills and the surface of the ground; securing the food item in their bills and then striking it on the ground 
to shatter. Then, they swallow part by part. Turkeys straighten their necks to facilitate the swallow pro-
cess, especially for seeds like acorn and chestnuts. After swallowing, the nut is stored in a flexible bag 
called the crop which contains secretions acting together with heat to breakdown the food. Next, the 
food is directed into the gizzard which contains stone-like elements and strong muscles for further 
grinding. 
#13  A  group of turkeys is called a rafter of turkeys. Other collective nouns used to describe a group of 
turkeys include a flock of turkeys and a gang of turkeys.  
#14  There’s a good chance the Pilgrims and Wampanoag Indians did in fact eat turkey as part of that 
very first Thanksgiving. Wild turkey was a common food source for people who settled Plymouth. In the 
days prior to the celebration, the colony’s governor sent four men to go “fowling”—that is, to hunt for 
birds. Did they come back with any turkey? We don’t know for sure, 
 
 
 

 

about:blank
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Landing dragonfly Perched dragonfly 

I  learned in Initial Training that in order to lure dragonflies, put a stick in the ground or somehow 
give them a perch.   I observed and photographed at least seven species on a perch in my backyard 
during pursuit of my new summer hobby.  Some would perch for hours in the heat of the day and even 
hold on in the wind.  I wondered if they had just eaten and were digesting meals. Sometimes they 
would circle around a bit to stretch their wings, I suppose, and return to the same perch position.  

Bryan Lewis 
Zoombee Class of 2020 

Features 
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Features 

Monarch partaking of the local cuisine  - 

photos courtesy Richard Johnson 
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Features 
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Features 

FoFC—Hosts a Halloween Party—Let the party begin! Photos – courtesy 

Richard Johnson 
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We are now accepting 2022 Online Dues Payments!  Payments can be made by 
credit or debit card, paypal or venmo.  
https://txmn.org/elmfork/2022-dues/  
 
If paying by check, please follow the instructions on the 2022 Dues page. 

Things to Know 

 Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Weekly Digest Bulletin 

A message from our nonprofit partner, Texas Parks and 

Wildlife Foundation — TPWF: Help us reach our goal to 

launch a new state park!  

Thanks to generous Texans across the state, Texas 

Parks and Wildlife Foundation (TPWF) is less than $3 

million away from reaching their goal of raising $9 mil-

lion to open Palo Pinto Mountains State Park. When 

the park opens, it will be the first new state park in 

North Texas in 25 years  

TPWF: Help us reach our goal to launch a new state park! 

(govdelivery.com)  

 

 

https://txmn.org/elmfork/2022-dues/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6IndhbmRhLm9kdW1AZ21haWwuY29tIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjEwMiIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiI3MTM0OTQwMTgiLCJsaW5rX2lkIjoiMTY2MTEyMzc4MSIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vcHdmdC5jb252aW8ubmV0L3NpdGUvRG9u
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXPWD/bulletins/2f83a07
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXPWD/bulletins/2f83a07
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Clear Creek  
Clear Creek Natural Heritage Center 

Has planned workdays for Monday and Thursday from 
8am -11am  

Contact: Clay Thurmond – rcthurmond@gmail.com, for more details 

 

 

Things to know 

DiSD School Days at Clear Creek Natural Heritage Center 

3310 Collins Rd , Denton 

 

Monday through Friday 9:00 am - 1:30 pm  

DISD School Days at Clear Creek really needs volunteers.  Please consider signing up for a day or 

two.  We have jobs for all activity levels from sitting to hiking and we provide on-the-job training.  It is a 4 

1/2 hour day plus drive time to Clear Creek. (located at 3310 Collins Road, Denton 76208) If you have 

questions, email me at sharon.betty56@yahoo.com or call @940-390-2960. 

LISDOLA Monday Workday 

Volunteer times are Mondays 9:00-12:00 or the second Saturday of the 

month 9:00-12:00. 

Project Manager:  Deborah Estes, RSVP to deb.estes@gmail.com 

 
 
Tuesday 8:00 am until 11:00 am 
Located at Green Acres Farm Memorial Park, 4400 Hide-A-Way Lane, Flower Mound, 75022  
Contact Becky Bertoni at becky.bertoni@gmail.com or 972 878 4058 for more details and to 
volunteer.  
Located at Green Acres Farm Memorial Park, 4400 Hide-A-Way Lane, Flower Mound, 75022  

Green Acres 

D 
uring this Holiday season I am grateful to all 

those talented people who continue month–after

-month (years!) to help keep the Naturalist News 

functioning with artful and thoughtful photos and arti-

cles. Thank you! w  odum, editor 

 

mailto:rcthurmond@gmail.com
mailto:sharon.betty56@yahoo.com
mailto:deb.estes@gmail.com
mailto:becky.bertoni@gmail.com
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Things to Know 

AT Approved 
 
Title: Prairie restoration at McWhorter Creek North LLELA 
Date: November 20,2021 
Time: 10 AM till 12 PM 
Coordinator: Friends of LLELA 
 
Link:https://www.facebook.com/events/1234774563694717/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%2252%22%
2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5B%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%
22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%
22%3A%7B%5C%22invite_link_id%5C%22%3A229534049107735%7D%7D%5D%22%7D 
 
Description: Scott Kiester, President of Friends of LLELA, invites you for a special tour of the North- ern 
McWhorter Creek Prairie on Saturday, November 20th. 
 
Meet him at the Visitor’s Center at 10 am to join the caravan over to the east side of LLELA. This is part of the acre-
age volunteers have been working to thin the tree cover, burn the resulting brush piles, and plant native grasses and 
flowers in the burn sites. Last year’s North Texas Giving Day donations were used to purchase the seed for 
McWhorter South. 
 
The tour will take you to a part of LLELA that is not open to the public and you'll be able to enjoy the new road run-
ning through the property. Refreshments will be provided. Be sure to wear closed-toed shoes, long sleeves and long 
pants, as well as to bring a full and refillable bottle of water. 

¨  Come and see what your donations and volunteers hours have helped create. 

¨  Come and see the prairie as it was when settlers first came to North Texas. 

¨  Come and enjoy LLELA at its finest! 
Please let us know your plans by clicking this link Tour of McWhorter Creek North. 

 

Calling Volunteers!  

The Nature Center at Ray Roberts Lake, Isle Du Bois unit and the new Johnson Branch 

Nature Center.  

If you are not already a volunteer at the lake, we welcome you! If you are interested but 

have not attended orientations and training for the Nature Centers, we will be glad provide 

it with the State Park Interpretive Rangers, Tara Hartford ad Johnson Branch and Mindy 

Shumate. 

Please contact me if you are not on the Signup Genius list I send out and I will add you and for-

ward your name to one of the Interpretive Rangers to schedule some training and approval. 

Chuck Thetford 

cthetfordathome@gmail.com 

940-765-1418 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1234774563694717/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%2252%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5B%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%7B%5C%22invite_link_
https://www.facebook.com/events/1234774563694717/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%2252%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5B%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%7B%5C%22invite_link_
https://www.facebook.com/events/1234774563694717/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%2252%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5B%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%7B%5C%22invite_link_
https://www.facebook.com/events/1234774563694717/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%2252%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5B%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%7B%5C%22invite_link_
mailto:cthetfordathome@gmail.com
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FIELD NOTES IN FOCUS 

From the gallery of Dorothy Thetford—Before the 

gathering storm 
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Your host wanda odum 

editor class 2005 

Jonathan Reynolds class 2014 

Dorothy Thetford class 2001 
Sue Yost class 2017 

 

Mary Morrow class 2014 

Judi Elliott class 

2009 

Becky Bertoni 

class 2015 

Richard John-

son class 2009 

Kathryn Wells 2017 
 

Contributors this Month 

Brian Lewis class 2020 

 
Leonard Chochrek 

class 2019 

Marilyn Blanton 

class 1999 

Jean Mason class 2017 
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The Osprey and the Eagle at LLELA 
  
An Osprey and an Eagle are sitting in the trees, F-I-S-H-I-N-G! 
Down comes the Osprey to snatch up its prey, 
Down comes the Eagle, to steal it away. 
Up flies the Osprey in a spiraling climb! 
Off flies the Eagle, better luck next time. 
 
 
Leonard Chochrek, class of 2019 

Almost the Last Word 

 

Tree swallow—

w odum 
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Who we are Texas A&M AgriLIFE 

Our mission . . .”to develop a corps of well-informed vol-

unteers who provide education, outreach, and service dedi-

cated to the beneficial management of natural resources 

and natural areas within our community” 

Our vision . . .”in our community, Elm Fork Chapter of 

the Texas Master Naturalist program will be recognized 

as a primary source of information, education and 

service to support natural resources and natural areas 

today and in the future.” 

Texas  A&M AgriLIFE Extension 

Joseph A. Carroll Building 

401 W. Hickory Street 

Denton, TX 76201 

940-349-2883 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

PRESIDENT—Jerry Betty 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT—Brenda Wellenreiter 

VICE-PRESIDENT/PROJECTS—Kathryn Wells 

SECRETARY—Barbara Bean 

TREASURER—Tim Thomann 

MEMBER-at-LARGE—Mary Cissell 

CLASS 2019 REPRESENTATIVE— Amy Crook 

 

Regular Monthly Chapter Meetings 

Meetings on the third Thursday of 

each month at 9:30 a.m. preceded 

by a social time at 9:00 a.m. Chapter 

meetings are open to the public.  

Next meeting  November 18, 2021 
ADVISORS: 

Janet Laminack, Extension Agent 

TPWD—Daniel Rios Board Meetings 

The Board meets each second Thurs-

day of the month at 9:30 a.m. The 

Board last met November 11, 2021. 

Next monthly Board meeting De-

cember 1, 2021. (moved up a week 

due to Holidays) 

 Monthly Board meetings are open 

to members. 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M 

AgriLife Extension Service are open to all 

people without regard to race, col-

or, religion, sex, national origin, age, disa-

bility, genetic information or veteran sta-

tus. The Texas A&M University Sys-

tem, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and 

the County Commissioners Courts of Tex-

as Cooperating.  

We’re on the web 

https://txmn.org/elmfork  


