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From Rita Lokie 

Maddy Hannappel will present "The 
Webs You Walk Through: an introduction 
to the spiders in your backyard" 
on May 20, 2021 at the Chapter Meet-
ing.Picture attached. 
 
Maddy has given her permission to be 
recorded for our utube channel and is ok 
with inviting other chapters and the public 
to the presentation. The following is her 
bio. 
 
Maddy is currently pursuing a PhD in Bi-
ology at UNT with research focusing on 
ecology and the impact humans have on 
the environment. She is specifically inter-
ested in aquatic contaminants and pro-
cesses facilitating the movement of con-
taminants out of the aquatic system to the 

terrestrial environment. Her PhD research involves Mercury contamina-
tion of spiders and insects, which are her favorite organisms to study and 
teach others about. 

  
Maddy received both her B.A. and M.S. in Biology from TCU 

where she discovered her passion for research, ecology and teaching. 
She has been a TA for Biology I & II, and Environmental Science for non-
majors labs. 

Speaker for Chapter meeting May 20, 2021 

 

Chapter Meeting: 
  

When: May 20, 2021 09:30 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 
  
Register in advance for this meeting: 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMqcOyuqjovGdN7Bq-
1aIrJbPZr_SdUZgY2 
  
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email contain-
ing information about joining the meeting. 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMqcOyuqjovGdN7Bq-1aIrJbPZr_SdUZgY2
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMqcOyuqjovGdN7Bq-1aIrJbPZr_SdUZgY2
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MEET the “MASTER” of all the MASTERS! 

Janet Laminack 

 
Where are you from? Texas native 

Marital status? Widowed 

Kids, Grand kids: Nope, but I have 3 nephews 

Pets: Shadow and Shire, my two “step cats” (they were my 

husband’s cats, but obviously they are mine now!) 

Work history: Horticultural therapist at Denver Botanic Gar-

dens, county horticulture agent in Taylor County TX, Peace 

Corps volunteer in Ecuador, county horticulture agent in Den-

ton county 

Schooling: BS Horticulture and M.ED. Agricultural Educa-

tion from Texas A&M University 

How long a MN?   What class year?  Not a MN, been the advi-

sor since 2008 

Favorite pastime: Gardening, reading, traveling, trying out 

something new 

Favorite food: CHEESE! and olive/garlic/basil combo 

Favorite place to visit: somewhere I haven’t been before. My Jan-

uary 2021 trip to Antarctica got pushed back to January 

2022. 

Favorite animal: I guess cats. I’ve turned into a cat lady. Since a kid, I have always really liked otters. 

Favorite MN volunteer opportunity: I can’t pick a favorite!  So many really cool projects out there. I had 

planned to go visit projects last year, since there are so many new ones, but we know how that turned 

out. 

Share a funny story or antidote about being a MN:   Bruce Hunter (a now retired geology professor 

from UNT) came to speak at a general meeting when we were still at the building on the loop. He start-

ed his presentation off with “defining a naturalist.” To begin, he showed us a screenshot of his google 

search and he’d put the word “naturist” in there with its definition. (A nudist, basically). Then he 

showed his google search of “Denton naturists” and there was a photo of me at the top of the page. He 

had doctored the google search and he knew the difference between naturalist and naturist --but it was 

hilarious. 

Tell us something we'd be surprised to know about you: I am extremely proud that during quarantine I 

was able to diagnose, order parts and repair both my dishwasher and washing machine.   
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RIDING THE ‘OWL HOOT’ TRAIL 

by Bob James 

 

W 
hen I was a young boy back in the middle of the twentieth century, I used to spend a lot of 
time at my Grandparents house south of Stephenville, Texas. My Granddad loved to read, 
what was then called ‘Pulp Westerns’. These were small five by seven books he bought at 
the Rexall Drug store. In the evening he would sit in his rocking chair with me at his feet 

and he would read these exciting stories of cowboys and Indians. One evening he read about a couple of 
cowboys going on the ‘Owl Hoot Trail’. I didn’t know what that was but it sounded exciting and danger-
ous. What more could a young boy want? 

     Later that night as I lay in my bed on the sleeping porch I was awakened by the sound of some sort of 
monster in the back yard. I jumped out of bed and ran to awaken my Granddad. He came back to the 
porch and as we sat in the dark we heard the sound again. My Granddad told me, “Bobby, that is just an 
owl hooting in the trees in the backyard”. He left for bed but I couldn’t sleep. I knew I was on the ‘Owl 
Hoot Trail’. I found out later the ‘Owl Hoot Trail’ was really for the bad guys and I was a Gene Autry, 
Roy Rogers fan and wore a white hat unlike the black hat desperadoes on the ‘Owl Hoot Trail’.  So, I left 
the trail but owls did not leave me.  

     Several years later I was camped-out with my Dad at Possum Kingdom Lake when we heard an owl 
hooting in the trees near our campsite. My Dad told me to listen to what the owl was saying. He said the 
owl was calling, “Who Cooks for You? Who Cooks for You… ALL?” Sure enough that was exactly what 
he was saying! My Dad told me that was the call of a Barred Owl (Strix varia) and I have heard it many 
times since. I have also heard the call of Eastern Screech Owls (Megascops asio) calling at Ratcliff Lake 
in the Davy Crockett National Forest. Their calls echo across the Lake and will keep you up at night if 
you are not used to their continual hooting. 

When I went through Woodbadge Training in the Boy Scouts I was assigned to the Owl Patrol. Since 
that time the owl or tecolote in Spanish has become my totem. 

     When my daughter, Marty, was about six years old she found a baby bird on the ground in our back-
yard. She brought it to me and I couldn’t find the nest and didn’t really know what to do with it. I placed 
the chick on the kitchen window sill close to the trees on the side of the house. Marty brought it some 
water and food, of course, and I hoped the mother bird would find it and entice it to fly. It stayed on the 
sill and I thought at least it would be safe from the neighbor’s cat. 

     Later that evening before bed I went into the kitchen and standing at the sink I looked out the win-
dow and saw the baby bird on the window sill outside. Suddenly, an owl crashed into the window on top 
of the chick right before me. It was one of the most vicious and sudden attacks I have ever witnessed. 
The owl grabbed the chick in its talons and turned and looked right at me with its huge yellow eyes. 
Then it was gone. I never told my daughter about that experience and I can still see it vividly today. 
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          About twenty years ago I read in the Dallas newspaper 
about a number of owls roosting in a tree near an apartment 
complex in North Dallas. I drove out there and finally found 
the apartment. There on the edge of their parking lot was a 
large oak tree. I walked up to the tree and was surprised to 
see that the tree was filled with owls. I counted 21 owls and I 
am sure there were more I couldn’t see. I identified the birds 
as Long Eared Owls (Asio otus) which are rather uncommon 
in this area. As I stood there a gentleman from the apart-
ment came up and we started talking about the owls and 
how they were hunting in the adjacent field at night.  He 
complained about the owls pooping on the driveway and 
parking lot. I assured him that what he was seeing was not 
owl feces but owl pellets. I walked over and picked one up, 
broke it apart and showed him the small bones, teeth and 
hair probably from the field mice the owls had been preying 
upon. The owls spit out those parts they cannot digest in the 
form of round pellets. I told him the owls were probably saving the apartment from an 
invasion of mice this coming winter.  He was surprised and told me he was going to tell 
all the occupants in the apartment so they would quit complaining about bird poop in 
the parking lot.  

 Owls are very interesting birds. They sleep during the day and hunt at night. 
They have wonderful night vision and their eyes are fixed in their heads and covered by 
a nictitating membrane. The head rotates almost 270 degrees. The facial disc aids in 
their hearing which is highly developed. Their ears are spaced apart, focused forward 
and located so the sound is reflected by the face into their ears. They can accurately 
determine where the sound is coming from and can determine direction and distance 
by sound in complete darkness up to about 60 yards. Their flight in the dark is almost 
silent due to the comb like fringe on the leading edge feathers of their wings. They are 
zygodactyl and when they perch they have two toes pointed forward and two toes 
pointed backward.  

     Because they are nocturnal, owls have been considered the messengers of the dark 
and spirits of the dead. To my knowledge the Zuni are the only Native American people 
that revere the owl and have them for fetishes.  
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A Barred Owl by Richard Wilbur  

The warping night air having brought the boom 

Of an owl’s voice into her darkened room, 

We tell the wakened child that all she heard 

Was an odd question from a forest bird’ 

Asking of us, hearing the call, 

“Who cooks for you?” then “Who cooks for you all?’ 

 

Words, which can make our terrors bravely clear, 

Can also thus domesticate a fear, 

And send a small child back to sleep at night 

Not listening for the sound of stealthy flight 

Or dreaming of some small thing in a claw 

Borne up to some dark branch and eaten raw. 
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White Prickly Poppy 
By Marilyn Blanton 
 
 

T 
he white prickly poppy, Argemone 
albiflora, grows as an annual or bienni-
al in rocky or sandy soils. It's the most 
common of the Texas native poppies. 

It's sometimes called Texas prickly poppy. Although it may be mistaken as a thistle, it's a 
member of the Papaveraceae family. It's often seen in disturbed areas, pastures or along 
fence rows and railroads.  
 
The white prickly poppy normally grows 3 to 4 feet tall but may grow taller. As its common 

name would suggest, it's very prickly. It has bluish-green 
foliage. The leaves are long and alternate with wavy edges 
armed with spines. It's an erect plant that most often has a 
stout, solitary stem with branching near the top. 
 
The flowers of the white prickly poppy are very attractive 
but delicate and don't hold up well when cut. They are 3 to 
4 inches across with 6 petals and 3 sepals. They look like 
they are made of thin, crinkled, white tissue paper. They 
have many yellow stamens surrounding a dark purplish stig-
ma. 
 
The white prickly poppy attracts bees and other small in-
sects because of its abundance of pollen. Numerous small 
black seeds form in its spiny capsule and are eaten by doves 
and quail. The seeds are known for their high oil content. 
It's interesting to note that the oil from the seeds was used in 
WWll as a fine lubricant.  
 
The white prickly poppy has been traditionally used for a 
variety of medical purposes even though all parts of the 

plant are toxic to some extent. The yellow sap has been used to treat sore eyes and warts. 
The seeds have also been used medically. The entire plant produces a tan dye. 
 
Enjoy the showy white prickly poppy when you see it blooming. It flowers from March to 
July. Just remember to beware of the prickly spines that even livestock avoid! 
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Delivering Flowers – Part Two: The Grower 

 

 

Heading West on Business 121 into Lewisville, there is a patch of land to the right where the tollway 

ends. At 50 mph it comes into view for five seconds, and then it is gone. No matter, you won’t see it 

because it is invisible. You won’t see it because you are listening to the radio and thinking about get-

ting home and cooking dinner while you keep five car-lengths between you and the truck in front of 

you. Even if you look to your right at the precise moment, you still won’t see it. I speak with some 

authority because I always use Bus. 121 to travel into Lewisville and I had never seen it. There’s 

nothing there – yet. 

 

This eighty-acre plot of land is the southeastern tip of Lake Lewisville Environmental and Learning 

Area (LLELA). Although about fifty football fields in scope, it is blank land that was probably over-

grazed a long time ago, then left fallow for decades after the US Corps of Engineers took it along 

with the rest of the 2600 acres of land under the dam-to-be. It is surrounded by shrubland, dense 

with the same opportunistic species that have captured the most of the floodplain since the dam was 

started seventy years ago. 

 

Perhaps the rancher who owned this particular tract was given a pass on eminent domain for a few 

score years after the dam was completed. Maybe it was a farmer who kept the encroachment at bay. 

The historical records of the area lack entire chapters, blank spaces that incite the imagination, 

much like the land itself. Whatever the reason, the field was protected from the mesquite and honey 

locust that invaded much of the land at LLELA. 

 

Richard Freiheit (pr. “fry height”) is the Restoration Manager at LLELA. My boss. I spend at least 

two mornings with this guy every week. These days often begin with Richard hustling to get a chain-

saw ready as the volunteers listen to the plan. I have to listen a little more closely than most as my 

hearing aids cannot seem to resolve his Texan drawl spoken quickly through a mask.  

 

Richard wears several other hats these days as the pandemic and resulting loss of funding has cut 

the LLELA staff to the quick. COVID trimmed our volunteer effort down to a skeleton crew of Texas 

Master Naturalists and Gardeners, UNT ecology students, and a few other intrepid volunteers, all of 

whom have a personal definition of “essential worker.” This perfect storm would not be complete 

without the Corps of Engineers fully engaged in a six-year, 150-million-dollar project to reinforce 

the dam. We found ourselves with minimal agency, and limited access to half of the property. 

Like so many twists and turns in 2020, the pandemic drove us into a corner. In 2019, we added 
10,000 native plants to the property. In 2020, we had many a root-bound plant waiting in an over-
stocked greenhouse. 
 

Cont’d from April 2021 issue 

by  Tim Trosper 

Richard Freiheit, Restoration 

Manager at LLELA. 
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After many hours of coordination with the city, multiple fire departments, and a dozen volunteers, 

we gathered on Thursday, November 12, when the humidity was right and the wind blew from the 

South. The wind direction was a requirement as smoke blowing across a busy highway simply won’t 

do. In fact, we had a hard deadline of 3pm to complete the burn to avoid the predictable jam of rub-

bernecking drivers during rush hour traffic. It happened anyway. A burning field cannot be ignored. 

Vehicles were slowing down as soon as we lit the head fire. But there were no collisions and in a 

very short time, many years of dead grass and organic detritus were reduced into black ash. 

 

We were ready for the seed. Almost. 

 

When rain is scarce, much of the surface of LLELA’s Blackland prairie is nearly impenetrable. You 

can jump on a sharp-edged shovel and pierce it, but you won’t be able to lever up the soil without 

breaking the handle. To better fix the distribution of seed in place, veteran volunteer Vin Merrill 

dragged a harrow over the surface to “rough it up.” Yet another contraption that cannot be under-

stood until seen in use, this is an array of heavy chain and iron fingers that literally “scratch the sur-

face.” This creates some texture to hold the seed in place against the scattering wind and pooling 

rain that wants to assemble it all back together. Gather and struggle or separate and thrive – we 

cannot seem to avoid the theme these days. 

 

We had 8, 50-pound bags of expensive (about the same price per pound as beef tenderloin) native 

seed that was ready, but we also had another 150 pounds of seed that we had harvested at various 

times from the property. Indian Grass, Prairie Clover, Basket Flower and so many others in sacks, 

bags, and jars hoarded away in Richard’s “seed pantry.” Except for the stock held back for the 

greenhouse, all of this went into the mix, roughly 100 species of forbs and grasses. 

 

Richard, Vin, and I met up with extra-good masks and went through the process. The bulk of the 

job forces one to use math and logic. Eight bags of new seed. Many, many containers of a lot of oth-

er seed. Vin and I had a few ideas but, as usual, neither of us had the experience nor the simple 

math skills to figure out how to get all of it combined and put into the large recycle bins that we 

would haul out to the field. One of the keys to being a good volunteer is to wait for instructions from 

someone who knows how to accomplish tasks that seem simple. In fact, it is a simple job, but the 

bulk and weight of it adds a significant dimension. Again, it’s best to just wait for instructions from 

the expert. First, secure your mask because there is about to be a lot more than just microbes in the 

air. Dump, mix, divide by half, dump a bag of new seed, mix… and eight containers are eventually 

filled and ready for distribution. My eyes felt like I had been in a sand storm. 

 

With the seed mixed and the land prepped, we were ready to sow. We have a seed-broadcasting de-

vice that attaches to the trailer-hitch on the UTV. It is basically a metal box that funnels through a 

chute onto a spinner that throws the seed out behind the UTV. Richard had told me that he was 

working on some “bracing” for this thing, but like so many things that he tells me about, I had to 

wait to fully understand. 

 

What I came to understand is that our particular mix of seeds needed a lot of “urging” to flow 

through 2-inch rectangular opening at the bottom of the bin. Specifically, it needed a human hand 

constantly stirring up the mixture at the outlet. Absent this, you are just driving around because the 

second you remove your arm, the flow stops. The bracing is not for the container per se, it’s for a 

human body bent over the container with an arm stuck deep into the bin while the UTV bounces 

over the terrain at 5 mph. 
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So in January, I was kneeling in the bed of the UTV with my body hunched over a deep bin full of fluffy seeds. 

Vin did his best to provide a smooth ride, but, when your body is draped across a sharp-edged metal box as 

the UTV bounces around a field for a couple of hours, there will be a price. The next day I felt like I had been 

punched repeatedly in the armpits by prize fighter. I would rather deliver flowers. Growing them is too hard 

on axillary soft tissues. 

 

So now we wait. In a world where desire is slaked in a “one-click” moment on a smart phone, restoration has a 

pace that teaches patience and prompts weekly conversations about weather. It is not idle talk. We had two 

inches of slow, satisfying rain after the seeding. The snow and hard freeze in February might have hurt, but 

maybe it helped? Some seeds need to be “scarified” into germination by cold, or heat, or even digestive acid. I 

cringed at the mourning doves that pecked apart our work like sea gulls feasting around a fishing boat. I 

thought about shooing them away. A silly notion, especially from a master naturalist who forgets about work-

ers who are being paid up-front to help the cause. And they fertilize the product at no extra charge. 

 

Sometimes the best way to wait for something is to, well … don’t. So, while the seeds and the birds and the 

weather do what they do as Spring looms, there’s plenty to do in the surrounding area. In a way, this project is 

just a starting point for larger dreams. 

 

A short hike from this prairie-to-be is Lewisville Independent School District Outdoor Learning Center 

(LISDOLA), where 5th-graders go to learn about their non-digital world. The Lewisville citizenry voted to up-

grade this center, and work is nearly complete on a new building adding four classrooms and a tornado shel-

ter. Every year more than ten thousand kids get their hands dirty at this place. It’s an interactive maze of 

games, gardens, exhibits, and exposure to ecosystem conservation. Hiking paths are all around, and a gazil-

lion picnic tables are shuffled around to feed a gaggle of hungry grade schoolers. Maybe a native prairie hike 

can be added to the curriculum? The thought of 12-year-old kids chasing butterflies around tall flowers makes 

me smile. 

 

There are many other ideas. A bridge over McWhorter creek would connect to the north section where we 

have been clearing brush for the last months, rendering two prairies with multiple trails. A prairie dog colony 

has been mentioned. Perhaps this plot of land will draw attention and ignite the will to build public access. 

Like expecting parents, we dream of our children and what they might become. 

 

Fifty-four years ago, I started my working life delivering flowers, one of the best jobs I ever had. I hauled them 

into the shop from the wholesale trucks, the florists arranged them, I drove them to doorsteps, and handed 

them to happy people. I had no thoughts about whence the flowers, the field where they grew, or the green-

house where workers hovered over seedlings and adjusted irrigation systems. As a point in fact, I could not 

name half of the flowers I walked up to the doorsteps. It was not a requirement. 

 

Most interpreters know of a certain progression in our relationship to nature. First, there is exposure, a simple 

act of discovery. I took my first walk through a prairie three years ago. The next step is understanding. I have 

learned that a prairie is one of the most diverse ecosystems on earth, a home for hundreds of plants and thou-

sands of animals. It is a carbon-capturing machine with root systems that can withstand drought, flood, and 

depends on cleansing fires for renewal. Exposed to the value, complexity, and sheer beauty of this rare and 

endangered habitat, I fell in love with it. It isn’t very scientific, and it isn’t mentioned in the guidebook for in-

terpretation, but that is what happened. The final step is a fait accompli; when you love something, you take 

care of it. 

F
E

A
T

U
R

E
S

 



 

14 Naturalist News—Texas Master Naturalist, Elm Fork Chapter  

So I find myself, once again, delivering flowers. The work is much harder and the customers must come to 

me. I see them so clearly. Someday this spring, or some spring in a longer future, a couple of people are driv-

ing into Lewisville on Business Highway 101. Harold is driving, paying attention to brake lights and wonder-

ing why the slowdown. Frances sits beside him, her thoughts about dinner interrupted by the tug of her seat 

belt as the car slows. She looks to her right and says, “Oh Harold, look at all those flowers!” 

 

I won’t be there. I might not even be alive. But on behalf of all my family and friends who donated to the fund

-raiser for the project, UNT students, corporate-sponsored office workers, Boy Scouts, Master Naturalists and 

Gardeners, all of the volunteers who show up and do what needs to be done – on behalf of all of these, I 

would like to say to Frances, “You are very welcomed, ma’am.” 

A small piece of restored prairie at LLELA in May, 2019. This is our 
dream for McWhorter, something beautiful to see as you drive along 
Business 121. 

McWhorter South in the late summer. Snow on the Prairie, exotic grasses, and little else. 
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LLELA, with inset of the Southeast McWhorter Creek area along Busi-

ness 121. This is where we spent the winter, burning, harrowing, and 

finally seeding. 

Scott Kiester, is our Texas Master 
Naturalist project manager at 
LLELA. He did a vegetation survey 
of the area so we can get an idea of 
the impact of our work. 

Friends of LLELA raised 12,000 dollars on North Texas Giving Day. 
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Playing for LLELA and seed money on a 

Live Facebook feed. Generous friends and 

family put more than 1,000 dollars into 

the effort! They get free prairie tours for 

life. 

Harvesting Basket Flower seeds in 2019. The seed heads are dumped into the bin and 

thrashed apart with a an electric drill and paint-stripper. This whole set-up is a home-made 

invention by Richard. 
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Gathering Indian Grass seeds. 

Gathering Prairie Clover seeds 

Gathering Indian Grass seeds. 
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Hay rake, circa 1920. Richard knows how to make this thing work to move grass (fuel) away from the fire 
break.  

Controlled burn in November with my “back-fire” team from UNT.  
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Vin Merrill dragging a harrow over the surface to “rough it up” and give it some 
texture to hold the seeds in place. 

We purchased 400 lbs of native seed and mixed it with 100 lbs of seeds from 
our gathered stock. All together, around 100 species in the batch we scat-
tered. 
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A mapping application showing where we spread the seeds. 

The new LISDOLA center, where 
5th graders learn conservation, 
ecology. The new building will have 
a prairie in the backyard. 
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Texas Tortoise—From the gallery of 

Jonathan Reynolds 

If you would like to have a featured photo here, send to: 

Naturalist News editor wanda.odum@gmail.com  —  

flora or fauna only (no humans except behind camera!) 
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PROJECTS PROTOCAL UPDATE 

Approved for Up to 10 Outdoors with Social Distancing: 

Beulah Acres Agroforest 

Clear Creek Natural Heritage Center 

2020 Class Project at CCNHCDISD Days at Clear Creek (virtual) 

2020 Class Project at CCNHC 

DISD Days at Clear Creek (virtual) 

 Green Acres 

LISDOLA 

LLELA 

Approved under New Guidelines effective April 1 No Limits Outdoors According to Space with Social 
Distancing: 

Pratt Preserve at Hickory Creek 

Green Acres BioBlitz 

Citizen Forester Training Class 

Thrive Nature Park Milkweed Planting (5/12-13) 

 

NEW: Re-approve on 5/6/21 

Approved for Indoors Month-to-Month: 

Ray Roberts Interpretive Center 

 

Approved for Indoors: 

AgriLife Office Services 

 

From Elise Spain 

The Furneaux Creek—volunteer activities are outdoors—ie bird walks, 

trail and insect walks, workdays, adopt-a-spot, clean up days, etc. 

NEW: Approved for Outdoors 
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Wildflowers 

Wildflowers are blooming across the state, so head outdoors to enjoy the colorful Texas landscapes! 

Wildflower Walks 
Get outside and enjoy the flowers with a guided nature walk. Brush up on your blooms with this guide 
to common Texas wildflowers and see what you can find at a park near you. 

Wildflower Reports 
Find out what's blooming in Texas State Parks. 

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT WEEKLY DIGEST BULLETIN 

Texas Tortoise from 

Jonathan Reynolds 

SPRING FLOWERS AT 

LAKE RAY ROBERTS—

FROM THE GALLERY OF 

JONATHAN REYNOLDS 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6IndhbmRhLm9kdW1AZ21haWwuY29tIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjExNCIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiI3MTM0OTQwMTgiLCJsaW5rX2lkIjoiMTM2MDE2NTQ2NyIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3Rwd2QudGV4YXMuZ292L3N0YXRlLXBh
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6IndhbmRhLm9kdW1AZ21haWwuY29tIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjExNiIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiI3MTM0OTQwMTgiLCJsaW5rX2lkIjoiMTM2MDE2NTQ3MSIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3Rwd2QudGV4YXMuZ292L2NhbGVuZGFy
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6IndhbmRhLm9kdW1AZ21haWwuY29tIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjExNyIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiI3MTM0OTQwMTgiLCJsaW5rX2lkIjoiMTM2MDE2NTQ3NSIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3Rwd2QudGV4YXMuZ292L2tpZHMvd2ls
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6IndhbmRhLm9kdW1AZ21haWwuY29tIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjExOCIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiI3MTM0OTQwMTgiLCJsaW5rX2lkIjoiMTM2MDE2NTQ3OSIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3Rwd2QudGV4YXMuZ292L3N0YXRlLXBh
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6IndhbmRhLm9kdW1AZ21haWwuY29tIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjExOSIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiI3MTM0OTQwMTgiLCJsaW5rX2lkIjoiMTM2MDE2NTQ4MyIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbGlja3IuY29tL3Bob3Rvcy90
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6IndhbmRhLm9kdW1AZ21haWwuY29tIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjExNCIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiI3MTM0OTQwMTgiLCJsaW5rX2lkIjoiMTM2MDE2NTQ2NyIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3Rwd2QudGV4YXMuZ292L3N0YXR
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Ducks Unlimited Expo - Volunteer Opportunity in DFW 

 
Texas Parks and Wildlife is partnering with Ducks Unlimited, our friends in conservation, and offer-
ing assistance in their hosting of the inaugural Ducks Unlimited Expo (DUX) at Texas Motor 
Speedway in Fort Worth. The event is scheduled for the weekend of June 25-27th. With any large 
event, volunteers are the glue that help hold the operations together. We come to you today asking 
for your help in seeing that the event reaches thousands of attendees with new conservation and 
recreational opportunities, and the outdoor gear needed to outfit these hobbies. 
 
The event is set for June 25th-27th, with hours of operation from Noon - 7 pm on Friday, 9 am - 6 
pm Saturday, and 9 am - 5 pm Sunday. In exchange for their service, volunteers will be provided a 
meal while volunteering, t-shirt and free entrance and parking for the event. In addition to the out-
door fun, Duck Jam is presenting some great names in Country Music! Don’t miss Travis Denning, 
Jordan Davis, Caylee Hammack and a yet to be named headliner, on stage Saturday night! 
Head to the DUX Website and explore for more information and get a feel for the size of this great 
event. With nine different villages there will be something for everyone! If you are interested in vol-
unteering, review the details, and provide information via their volunteer registration website.  

Choose your village and a few preferred shifts, and we will look forward to working alongside you 
at the expo! The earlier you submit interest, the better your odds of getting your ideal volunteer 
shift. If you are an agency partner with access to an audience who may be interested in assisting 
the event, help us spread the word. 

Please note, if you are an Angler Ed, NASP, or a USA Archery instructor via other opportunities in 
TPWD’s volunteer management system, look for a follow-up e-mail soon. That e-mail will provide 
you with access to volunteer shifts more directly in-line with your TPWD experience. 
I hope to see you at the event! 
 
Robert Owen  
Outreach and Recruitment Manager  
512-389-4361 

The beautiful new LISDOLA education building is done.  We now need help 
moving into and organizing the new space.  We would love to have your help 
May 24-25 9:00-12:00.  We will need help moving, unpacking, and organizing 
the classrooms and hanging shelves and tool organizers in the new garage. 
Please drop Shelly a note and let her know you are coming at lisdola@lisd.net. 

From Deborah Estes 

https://www.duckexpo.com/
https://www.duckexpo.com/duck-jam
https://www.duckexpo.com/
https://dux.duckexpo.com/volunteer-registration
mailto:lisdola@lisd.net
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From Mary Morrow 



 

26 Naturalist News—Texas Master Naturalist, Elm Fork Chapter  

C
O

N
T

R
IB

U
T

O
R

S
 T

H
IS

 M
O

N
T

H
 T

O
 N

A
T

U
R

A
L

IS
T

 N
E

W
S

 

Deborah Estes 

class 2010 

Sue Yost class 2017 

Judi Elliott class 2009 

Dinah Stults class 2020 

Dorothy Thetford 

class 2001 

Mary Morrow class 2014 

Marilyn Blanton 

class 1999 

Bob James class 2003 
Elise Spain class 2017 

Jonathan Reynolds 

class 2014 

Rita Lokie class 

2013 

Tim Trosper class 

2018 

wanda odum editor 

class 2005 
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Board Meetings 

The Board meets each second Thursday of the month at 9:30 a.m. The 

Board last met May 13, 2021. Next monthly Board meeting June 10, 2021 

 Monthly Board meetings are open to members. 

Texas  A&M AgriLIFE Extension 
Joseph A. Carroll Building 

401 W. Hickory Street 
Denton, TX 76201 

940-349-2883 

Texas Master  Natura l ist  

Elm Fork Chapter 

We’re on the web 

https://txmn.org/elmfork  

Our mission . . .”to develop a 

corps of well-informed volun-

teers who provide education, 

outreach, and service dedicat-

ed to the beneficial manage-

ment of natural resources and 

natural areas within our 

community”. 

Our vision . . .”in our commu-

nity, Elm Fork Chapter of the 

Texas Master Naturalist pro-

gram will be recognized as a 

primary source of infor-

mation, education and service 

to support natural resources 

and natural areas today and 

in the future.” 

 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M 

AgriLife Extension Service are open to all 

people without regard to race, col-

or, religion, sex, national origin, age, dis-

ability, genetic information or veteran 

status. The Texas A&M University Sys-

tem, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and 

the County Commissioners Courts of 

Texas Cooperating.  

Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension 

Service 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

PRESIDENT—Jerry Betty 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT—Brenda Wellenreiter 

VICE-PRESIDENT/PROJECTS—Kathryn Wells 

SECRETARY—Barbara Bean 

TREASURER—Tim Thomann 

MEMBER-at-LARGE—Mary Cissell 

CLASS 2019 REPRESENTATIVE— Amy Crook 

 ADVISORS: 

Janet Laminack, Extension Agent 

TPWD—Daniel Rios 

WHO WE ARE 

Regular Monthly Chapter Meetings 

9:30 a.m. preceded by a social time at 9:00 a.m. on the third Thursday of each 

month when in-person meetings resume. Chapter meetings are open to the 

public.  Next meeting May 20 via Zoom:  

 

 

Anna’s hummingbird—

w odum 

Maddy Hannappel will present "The Webs You Walk 
Through: an introduction to the spiders in your backyard" 


