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Speaker for April 15, 2021 Chapter Meeting 

From Rita Lokie 

WHAT’S HAPPENING NEXT 

Hugh Franks will present "Care and Maintenance of Tiny Box 
Turtles” at the April 15, 2021 Chapter Meeting. Hugh will dis-
cuss some of the differences between nurturing adult box tur-
tles and box turtle hatchlings. He will also focus on the addi-
tional challenges involved with care of them from the time they 
hatch until they are one year old. 
 
Hugh was born in Louisiana and reared in deep, deep East 
Texas in the small town of Newton, Texas. Hugh has a BS in 
Political Science, minor in History from University of Houston. 
He also attended Texas A&M, the University of Texas of the 
Permian Basin and Texas Tech University where he re-
ceived  a Masters in Economics. He worked in the banking in-
dustry, managed a retail nursery and spent almost 30 years in 
education. 
 
Hugh joined the Elm Fork Chapter Master Naturalists in 2019. 
He can be found volunteering at LLELA with the adult box tur-
tles and hopes to volunteer at Ray Roberts when the visitor 
center reopens. 
 
Hugh is retired and lives with his wife in Crossroads. They have two daughters and sons-in-
law  and five grandchildren that  keep them occupied and entertained.  

 

Courtesy Kathryn Wells—Texas 

Bluebonnet (Lupinus texen-

sis)  (4/4/21, Knob Hill Trail, 

Grapevine Lake) 
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Approved for AT 
 
Title: Virtual Birding Seminar-Birding the Border 2021 
Date: May 1, 2021 
Time: 2:30 pm till 4:30 pm 
Coordinator:Texas A&M Extension Seminar 
Link: https://valverdeextension.ticketleap.com/tamu-
vbs-btb/details 
COST: $10.00 

From Clay Thurmond 

 
 

Green Acres (located at 4400 Hide-A-Way Lane, Flower Mound, 75022) - New Hours 
will be 8-11 am on Tuesday 
 
Has a workday planned for Tuesday warm weather hours now: 8 am - 11 am 
We welcome you to join us on prairie restoration, monarch station maintenance, blue-
bird box monitoring, and riparian area planting. 
Contact Becky Bertoni  becky.bertoni@gmail.com 972 878 4058 
to volunteer and for more details. 

From Becky Bertoni 

From Texas Backyard Wildlife—Great-horned owl evicts in-
terloper from the nest:  https://youtu.be/VJYRZGwNjxU 
 
Notice how the owl blends with the background of the nest. Poor 
little raccoon! 

Clip art 

 

Clip art 

w odum 

Birdsong: https://megaphone.link/

TTH6573624812  

You’ll be amazed!  

wo—NOT FOR AT 

NOT FOR AT 

THINGS TO KNOW 

https://valverdeextension.ticketleap.com/tamu-vbs-btb/details
https://valverdeextension.ticketleap.com/tamu-vbs-btb/details
mailto:becky.bertoni@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/VJYRZGwNjxU
https://megaphone.link/TTH6573624812
https://megaphone.link/TTH6573624812
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Effective April 1, 2021 until Further Notice 

Face coverings 

o Indoors, masks are required. 

o Outdoors, masks are required when a six-foot social distancing radius cannot 

be 

maintained. 

 

Preparedness Plans (submitted at least 2 weeks prior to the event for approval), 

COVID 

Screening Forms, and Activity Attendance Lists are still required for all in-person 

events. 

o Currently approved preparedness plans will remain approved if there is no 

change. 

Project Managers requesting an increase in group size or a change in any other event 

details must resubmit their preparedness plan for approval. 

 For outdoor group activities, social distancing (6-foot radius) must be maintained. 

o Project managers must determine the maximum number of volunteers that can be 

accommodated on a work site based on the area size. 

 All meetings and events should be held virtually provided that effectiveness is not diminished. 

o If a group must meet indoors, this may be done with a capacity limit of one (1) person 

per one hundred (100) square feet. 

o Restrooms and other public spaces should be frequently sanitized. 

 No tools, food, or drinks should be shared with people outside your household. Prepackaged 

snacks and bottled water are ok. 

 Appointments are highly recommended for access to the Joseph A. Carroll Building in order to 

maintain capacity limits and minimize contact between guests. 

Our goal is to keep our staff and volunteers as safe as possible. 

Please help us minimize risks and exposure, so we can continue to gradually open activities. 

We appreciate your support and value your commitment to our organization! 

LATEST PROTOCOLS 

 

THINGS TO KNOW 

CALLING ALL POTENTIAL SPEAKERS.  The Advisory and Outreach Committee is looking 
for subject matter enthusiasts to add to our Speakers Bureau list.  If you are passionate about a 
particular TMN topic and love to speak to groups, please let us 
know.  Email outreach@efctmn.org about your area of interest.  A committee member will follow 
up to get more information and to put you on the Speakers Bureau list. 

From Fran Witte 

mailto:outreach@efctmn.org
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THINGS TO KNOW 

Pollinator Citizen Science Project – This short term project has been approved by the Board 
to continue in 2021, and it can be done at home or nearby. The purpose of this project is to en-
gage citizen scientists to determine the attractiveness of different commercially available orna-
mentals, including native plants, to different groups of pollinators. The project involves the re-
view of a three-part training module (Pollinator Training, Contribution Training, and Plant 
Identification) followed by the successful completion of a quiz. The project participants may 
then begin contributing observations using the study’s on-line Contribution Form.  Full infor-
mation is available at https://sixleggedaggie.com/research/pollinator-project/.    
  

Participating members are asked to focus their observations on plant species 
native to the Chapter’s local ecosystem.  

Participating members must contact the VMS team to make the Special Short 
Term Project Code (P170608:FR) available to them to record their observation time.  

Time spent on the three-part training module and quiz are reportable as project
-specific AT. 

  
For general project participation questions, contact:  Projects Coordinator projects@efctmn.org 
For VMS volunteer service reporting questions, contact:  VMS Team vms@efctmn.org 

From Elise Spain 

Courtesy Kathryn 

Wells—Greater Road-

runner (Geococcyx cali-

fornianus) w/Texas 

Spiny Lizard (Sceloporus 

olivaceus) Prey (3/31/21, 

My Backyard) 

https://sixleggedaggie.com/research/pollinator-project/
mailto:projects@efctmn.org
mailto:vms@efctmn.org
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Missouri Violet 
 
One of our earliest spring wildflowers is the Missouri violet, Viola missouriensis. In Latin, viola means 

purple. This small, native perennial is also known as wood 
violet. It's found in the eastern third of Texas as well as in 
the Davis and Guadalupe Mountains and upper Panhandle. 
It is usually about six inches high. It's found in shady plac-
es often in woodlands and along stream banks. It grows in 
various soil types and colonizes by rhizomes and seeds.  
 
Missouri violets may be found blooming as early as Febru-
ary although this year with the extreme cold we had in 
February, they have started blooming later. Their solitary 
flowers are about one inch across with five slightly une-
qual petals. Some plants may have deeper color but most 
are pale blue-violet with white centers. The lower petal 

and side petals have lateral lines of dark purple. Cleistogamous flowers (self-pollinating flowers that do 
not open and have rudimentary petals) may be present. 
 
 Like many Viola species, the Missouri violet's seeds have elaiosomes (oily appendages). Ants eat 
the elaiosomes without harming the seeds and thus disperse them. The seeds are formed in three-valved 
capsules. Small rodents and some birds like mourning doves and bob whites eat the seeds..  
 
The leaves of the Missouri violet are basal and heart-shaped. They are glabrous (without hairs) and de-
scribed as broadly to narrowly triangular. The plants may go dormant in the heat of summer but will re-
appear with fall rains.  
 
The leaves and flowers of the Missouri violet are edible and high in vitamin C. The flowers can be used 
as decoration and look very pretty in salads. The leaves can be cooked as greens. 
 
Violets symbolize innocence and faithfulness. In the lan-
guage of flowers they represent modesty. They are often 
described as charming and dainty. Violets are mentioned 
throughout history and there are many myths and legends 
about them. They have long been favorite subjects of poets 
and painters. Violet is also used as a girl's name. Like other 
flower names, it was very popular in the period between 
1880 and 1910.   
 
There are approximately 600 species in the Viola genus. 
Most of them are found in the temperate Northern Hemi-
sphere. The Flora of North Central Texas list seven species 
occurring in north central Texas but the Missouri violet 
along with the smaller Viola bicolor, called field pansy or Johnny-jump-up, are seen most often. Take a 
walk on a spring day and look for violets.  

Article and phot0s by Marilyn Blanton 

 

 

FEATURES 
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FEATURES 

Delivering Flowers – Part One: The Bearer 

 

I had an assortment of odd jobs growing up. I threw a paper route for all of a month. Then I read a very 

creepy short story about a monster that snatched people in the early morning hours and it freaked me 

out so much I quit. The 4 am wake-up call also factored in, I’m sure. My best friend and I started a lawn 

mowing service one summer that went belly-up when the edger died. Our business plan did not include 

repairs. 

 

My first real job, one that required a Social Security number, was working for Batten’s Flowers in Okla-

homa City. I had no experience, but my sister had dated the owner’s son, and I had the required certifi-

cation – a driver’s license so new I was sporting the same haircut shown in the picture, plus an inch.  

 

If David Batten had asked me if I liked flowers in the interview, I would have been hard pressed for suit-

able response other than to pivot with a non-answer, like “Who doesn’t like flowers?” I had no interest 

in flowers. Gifting something that wilts and dies in a week escaped my pragmatic sensibilities. But then 

again, I had never courted a girl. There were many things I had not done. I was sixteen. 

 

So on the weekend leading up to Valentine’s day in 1967, I hauled bunches of aromatic flora from the 

wholesaler into the cold room, de-thorned long stem roses, and swept up ankle-deep detritus around 

the five florists’ stations. I had no sense of color or composition, so watching these artists work was 

mesmerizing. They pulled the invoices like short order cooks, gathered the ingredients of flowers, ferns, 

and baby’s breath, set the foam block in the vase and one by one, cut the stems with a small knife at a 

slant, two hands pulling away from each other. The cut stem was always the perfect length for the ar-

rangement, the leftovers dropping to the floor awaiting the broom I was leaning on. 

 

In minutes, the arrangement of the bright parts grew into a three dimensional whole, all the while 

amidst the banter between the artisans. I listened, and watched the flurry of action, amazed that anyone 

could create beautiful things and gossip at the same time. But it was hard to miss a motionless, idle 

body amidst all this activity and I would eventually be told to mop the showroom floor. 

 

The workhorse for delivery was a white Ford Econoline. This was an underpowered shoe-box of a vehi-

cle with questionable suspension and a center of gravity that demanded an attention to turn-velocity, all 

of which was foreign to me. I quickly grasped the value of side mirrors, but rolled over many a curb 

dancing with this new partner. But it served, with cinder blocks and wood shavings to buffer the vases 

against the bumps, as long as I didn’t sling the van around corners, the flowers survived. 

From Tim Trosper 
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Your Host—wanda 

odum class 2005 

FEATURES 

The hustle to meet the demand on Valentine’s day meant long routes and dozens of addresses to find and 

tick off the list. But the rush never got in the way of pausing to enjoy the happy moment at the doorstep. I 

was a vicarious participant, and I challenged myself to concoct a story of relationships wrapped around the 

small, but salient details of the encounter. The expressions ranged from tight-lipped smiles to wide-eyed 

glee and told of new boyfriends, or long-time spouses, or an atonement from an errant lover. My customers 

were all female, ranging in age and appearance, but all of them on the stage of their porch, revealed in the 

moment of being recognized, appreciated, loved. I took part of the credit. You are not supposed to hate the 

bearer of bad news, but I thought it entirely reasonable to love the flower boy. 

 

One lady stood out among all the others. Her giant white mums, all eight of them, had weathered the ride 

perfectly. I took care as I walked them up to the door, holding the huge vase with both hands, my clipboard 

wedged under an arm. I had to ring the doorbell with my elbow. 

 

She opened the door and changed my world. In that moment I had my first sense of why poets labor end-

lessly to describe beauty. She was infused with it, radiated it, yet seemed to keep hold of it in her arms, like 

her own delicate batch of flowers. 

 

She looked at the massive ball of flowers, then at me, whose face was just above the white horizon, and 

said, “Oh my!” 

 

I saw her thoughts turn on a dime as she regarded me, what with my hands trapped and my reddening face 

announcing massive shyness. 

 

“Here, let me take those,” she said with great empathy, and as she reached out three things happened: her 

hands touched mine, the clipboard fell from under my arm and clattered like gunshots on the porch, and 

one of the mums dropped half its petals at our feet. 

 

“Oh my!” She said again, this time with an unhappy inflection. I pulled the vase back and considered the 

denuded flower. She said, “Oh that’s ok,” but I knew it wasn’t. I could predict her intent. Surely she would 

remove the denuded offender, and redo the rearrangement before her husband got home and no one but 

the flower boy would ever know. But I also knew that when one mum falls, the others are sure to follow like 

lemmings. 

 

I put the vase in an arm-lock since precaution was now unnecessary, picked up the clipboard with the oth-

er hand and said my first word to this gentle lady, “Nope.” 

I regarded her for one last moment. Her brow was furrowed with concern, not about the flowers or her 

husband. She was worried about the bashful, clumsy, inarticulate delivery boy. I finally managed a mo-

ment of confidence and said, “I’ll be back shortly,” and retreated to the Econoline where I could sit with my 

new emotions and catch my breath. 
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FEATURES 

When I returned, it was early evening and the car in her driveway certainly meant her husband was home. I 

was too late, troubled by the missed deadline and strangely annoyed by something else, though I could not 

put a word on it at the time. I can now: competition. She answered the door, this time in a dress, heels, and 

make-up. Still the radiant beauty, but older, now the wife. 

 

“Oh my goodness!” she exclaimed louder than needed, “For me?” Then she winked at me and I understood 

the game. She was protecting the surprise of the reveal and I was complicit. 

 

“Yes ma’am,” I said, pretending a first encounter as I handed over the vase. She signed my route sheet with 

exquisite cursive and when she handed it back, she put her hand over mine and softly said, “Thank you so 

very much.” 

 

I was so very young, unversed in the ways of the world. But I was a good student and there was a lesson pre-

sented on that doorstep: physical beauty is powerful. But paired with genuine kindness, it is a super power.  

Later, I would discover that without kindness, beauty is a vapid deceit. But that story would come later, a 

chapter much deeper in my book. 

 

I managed enough nerve to finally look her in the eye and say, “You are very welcome, ma’am.” 

The flower shop, the delivery vehicle, 

and giant mums.  
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FEATURES 

“Part Two: The Grower” to  be continued next month (May 2021). Don’t miss it! 

Delivering Flowers – Part Two: The Grower 

 

Heading West on Business 121 into Lewisville, there is a patch of land to the right where the tollway ends. At 50 

mph it comes into view for five seconds, and then it is gone. No matter, you won’t see it because it is invisible. 

You won’t see it because you are listening to the radio and thinking about getting home and cooking dinner 

while you keep five car-lengths between you and the truck in front of you. Even if you look to your right at the 

precise moment, you still won’t see it. I speak with some authority because I always use Bus. 121 to travel into 

Lewisville and I had never seen it. There’s nothing there – yet. 

 

This eighty-acre plot of land is the southeastern tip of Lake Lewisville Environmental and Learning Area 

(LLELA). Although about fifty football fields in scope, it is blank land that was probably over-grazed a long time 

ago, then left fallow for decades after the US Corps of Engineers took it along with the rest of the 2600 acres of 

land under the dam-to-be. It is surrounded by shrubland, dense with the same opportunistic species that have 

captured the most of the floodplain since the dam was started seventy years ago. 

 

Perhaps the rancher who owned this particular tract was given a pass on eminent domain for a few score years 

after the dam was completed. Maybe it was a farmer who kept the encroachment at bay. The historical records 

of the area lack entire chapters, blank spaces that incite the imagination, much like the land itself. Whatever the 

reason, the field was protected from the mesquite and honey locust that invaded much of the land at LLELA. 

 

Richard Freiheit (pr. “fry height”) is the Restoration Manager at LLELA. My boss. I spend at least two mornings 

with this guy every week. These days often begin with Richard hustling to get a chainsaw ready as the volunteers 

listen to the plan. I have to listen a little more closely than most as my hearing aids cannot seem to resolve his 

Texan drawl spoken quickly through a mask.  

 

Richard wears several other hats these days as the pandemic and resulting loss of funding has cut the LLELA 

staff to the quick. COVID trimmed our volunteer effort down to a skeleton crew of Texas Master Naturalists and 

Gardeners, UNT ecology students, and a few other intrepid volunteers, all of whom have a personal definition of 

“essential worker.” This perfect storm would not be complete without the Corps of Engineers fully engaged in a 

six-year, 150-million-dollar project to reinforce the dam. We found ourselves with minimal agency, and limited 

access to half of the property. 

Like so many twists and turns in 2020, the pandemic drove us into a corner. In 2019, we added 10,000 native 

plants to the property. In 2020, we had many a root-bound plant waiting in an overstocked greenhouse. 

 

Richard is among the most creative people I have ever met in terms of seeing possibilities among the obstacles. I 

tend to concentrate on showing up on time and remembering to fasten down my hearing aids so I don’t lose one 

to the prairie. It has happened. But Richard is constantly looking at the whole picture, and the corner of the 

property we named McWhorter Creek South came into sharp focus last year. Here was a canvas, a cleared sec-

tion of land that might be turned into something else with small groups of masked workers. 

 

First, we would need seed money, and not the type of cash that entrepreneurs request for a start-up. Literally, 

we needed seed and lots of it, about $6000 dollars’ worth. When asked, “What keeps you up at night?” Richard 

doesn’t blink when he answers, “Funding.” LELLA is a bit of an anomaly in terms of public parks. The land is 

owned by the Corps, but supported by the City of Lewisville and the University of North Texas. In short, there 

was no ready budget nor grant for creative pandemic projects.  We needed a sponsor.  
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Bee gathering pollen on a redbud—courtesy 
Jonathan Reynolds 

FIELD NOTES IN FOCUS 
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From Mary Morrow 

ALMOST THE LAST WORD 
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WHO WE ARE 

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD: 

PRESIDENT—Jerry Betty 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT—Brenda Wellenreiter 

VICE-PRESIDENT/PROJECTS—Kathryn Wells 

SECRETARY—Barbara Bean 

TREASURER—Tim Thomann 

MEMBER-at-LARGE—Mary Cissell 

CLASS 2019 REPRESENTATIVE— Amy Crook 

 ADVISORS: 

Janet Laminack, Extension Agent 

TPWD—Daniel Rios 

Regular Monthly Chapter Meetings 

9:30 a.m. preceded by a social time at 9:00 a.m. on the third Thursday of each 

month when in-person meetings resume. Chapter meetings are open to the 

public.  Next meeting April 15 via Zoom:  

Hugh Franks will present "Care and Maintenance of Tiny Box Turtles”  

Board Meetings 

The Board meets each second Thursday of the month at 9:30 a.m. The 

Board last met April 8, 2021 Next monthly Board meeting May 13, 2021 

 Monthly Board meetings are open to members. 

Texas  A&M AgriLIFE Extension 
Joseph A. Carroll Building 

401 W. Hickory Street 
Denton, TX 76201 

940-349-2883 

Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension 

Service 

Texas Master  Natura l ist  

Elm Fork Chapter 

We’re on the web 

https://txmn.org/elmfork  

Our mission . . .”to develop a 

corps of well-informed volun-

teers who provide education, 

outreach, and service dedicat-

ed to the beneficial manage-

ment of natural resources and 

natural areas within our 

community”. 

Our vision . . .”in our commu-

nity, Elm Fork Chapter of the 

Texas Master Naturalist pro-

gram will be recognized as a 

primary source of infor-

mation, education and service 

to support natural resources 

and natural areas today and 

in the future.” 

 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M 

AgriLife Extension Service are open to all 

people without regard to race, col-

or, religion, sex, national origin, age, dis-

ability, genetic information or veteran 

status. The Texas A&M University Sys-

tem, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and 

the County Commissioners Courts of 

Texas Cooperating.  w odum 


