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Election of Chapter Officers
From Brenda Wellenreiter
ELECTIONS

A

s we are all aware, 2020 has been a very special year. It will also affect the Chapter’s election of officers. The election will be held via Zoom at the November 19
Chapter Meeting.
The nominating committee of Adelaide Bodnar, Chair, Harriet Powell, Fran Witte and Clay
Thurmond has presented an excellent slate of nominees for the EFC 2021 officers.
President - Jerry Betty
Vice President - Kathryn Wells
Secretary - Barbara Beane
Treasurer - Tim Thomann
These members demonstrate a passion and energy for the chapter and for nature. We appreciate their willingness to accept the nomination and to serve the Chapter.
VERY IMPORTANT: Since the November meeting will not be in person, we will not be able
to call for “nominations from the floor”.
We will accept “nominations from the floor” by email in advance of the meeting for the
above mentioned officer positions and Member-at-Large.
If you would like to nominate a member for the officer positions or the Member-at-Large
position, please send an email to president@efctmn.org by November 17, 2020. Please
ensure that the person you are nominating is willing to serve. These nominees will be added to the ballot.
Plan Your Week will feature more information about the nominees in the coming weeks.
Please put the November Chapter Meeting, November 19, on your calendar. In addition to
voting for Chapter officers, the Graduating Training Class of 2020 will be introduced to the
Chapter. We will also have an overview of “What’s New” on our website along with a
presentation on “Rodenticide Poisoning of Wildlife”.
Hope to “see” everyone next week at the TMN Annual Conference.
Brenda
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And the Work Goes On—Hours Accomplished
From Mary Morrow
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What’s Next
There will be no October meeting.

Special Thank you

I

would like to express my grateful appreciation to everyone for your
kindness. Your expression of sympathy after the unexpected loss of my
husband, Jim Blanton, has meant so
much to me. Thank you so very much
for the food, flowers, cards, thoughts
and prayers. I'm truly grateful for
your support and friendship.
Marilyn Blanton

Features
From Bob James

Before Dark
by Wendell Berry
From the porch at dusk I watched
a kingfisher wild in flight
he could only have made for joy.
He came down the river, splashing
against the water's dimming face
like a skipped rock, passing
on down out of sight. And still
I could hear the splashes
farther and farther away
as it grew darker. He came back
the same way, dusky as his shadow,
sudden beyond the willows.
The splashes went on out of hearing.
It was dark then. Somewhere
the night had accommodated him
—at the place he was headed for
or where, led by his delight,
he came
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Features

“FIRE ANTS IN YOUR PANTS”
by
Bob James
In 1976 my wife Jan and I were living with our four-year-old son in south Arlington. I was working in the
flowerbed of our fenced-in backyard and Doug our son was playing with some toys in the yard. Suddenly, I
heard him crying with that cry we all know as “COME HELP ME NOW!” I immediately jumped up from the
flowerbed and rushed over to see him covered with fire ants. I grabbed him up and ran into the bathroom,
stripped him of his clothes and dumped him into the bathtub. I washed all the fire ants off and I could see they
had stung him in multiple places on his legs. Jan and I doctored him up with soothing lotion and gave him a
candy bar to quieten him down. He developed red spots on his legs that subsequently became blisters filled
with pus. We had a hard time keeping him from scratching them open. Luckily, he did not develop any further
complications. That was my first experience with the little red beasts that plague the South and Southwest.
Much later our Boy Scout Troop decided to take a canoe trip at Sid Richardson Scout Camp on Lake
Bridgeport. We arrived on a Friday evening and canoed over to North Star Point where I was told there were a
number of great camping spots and there would be no other Troops present. After canoeing to the area we all
set up our tents, ate supper, had our usual campfire and turned in for a good nights sleep. Within minutes I
heard a couple of the Scouts screaming, “ANTS! ANTS!” I got out of my tent to see two of our Scouts shouting and dancing around. They had fire ants all over them and in their tent. I told them to go jump in the lake
and wash the little creatures off. The rest of us cleaned-out their tent and sleeping bags and re-located their
tent, that had been pitched right over a large fire ant mound. We treated the mound with boiling water which
subdued the ants for the night. Neither Scout had a reaction from the stings but we were careful to monitor
them for the rest of the weekend.
On the way home the Scouts made up a ditty of about 40 verses about fire ants (See below). They loved
singing it with the exception of the two embarrassed Scouts and the Adult Scouters. The experience was a
great teacher and all our Scouts were very careful to inspect the area where they were going to camp or set-up
their tents.
The Red Imported Fire Ant (Solenopsis invicta) is an invasive species that has invaded the South and
Southwest United States. Edward O. Wilson, an American biologist, naturalist, and Pellegrino University Research Professor, Emeritus at Harvard University and author of many books, including The Ants, had this to
say about fire ants in the book The Future of Life; “This notorious little insect was introduced from the Brazilian-Argentine border region into the port of Mobile, Alabama, in the 1930s, probably as a stowaway in a ship
cargo. It then spread throughout the South, from the Carolinas to Texas. In the 1990s it established an enclave
in Southern California. The red imported fire ant, whose sting feels like the touch of a hot needle, is a major
pest of agriculture and households and a threat to wildlife. It preys on and reduces other insect pests in sugarcane fields. I am inclined to think that, if they could, the farmers would choose the other pests.” Incidentally,
The Future 0f Life is a wonderful book; I highly recommend it.
The fire ants is an insect and very small, much more aggressive than our native ants and unlike our native
ants have no natural predator. The worker ant is approximately 2 to 6 mm (.079 to .236 in.) in length. Their
smallness belies their sting that feels like a hot coal on your skin, hence the name ‘Fire Ant’. The venom they
inject when they sting is an alkaloid solenopsin unlike the formic acid based venom of our native species. The
ant has a head, thorax and abdomen. The six legs spring from segments off the thorax (See photo 1). The head
has two mandibles for biting and two antennae that extend from the frontal area of the head. They have a large
eye on each side of the head and apparently have excellent vision. The mandibles are used for breaking down
food and carrying it to the nest. The ants do not hibernate and build nests in the ground. The nests can go 8 to
14 inches into the ground and are visible as fine dirt mounds in fields, the yard or along pathways (See photo
2). The ants have a life span of 5 to 6 years and colonies can harbor as many as 300,000 workers. The ants eat
vegetation, crops, and livestock and cause $1 billion dollars yearly in losses, eradication and control. The ants
will kill and consume baby quail, baby turkey or anything else that is unprotected on the ground. Several
weeks ago I watched an army of the ants dismember and render a grass spider. I went in to get my camera to
record it and by the time I had returned the spider was gone.
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The fire ant queen is much larger than the worker ant. She has wings and can live up to 7 years. The
queen can produce 1,600 eggs per day. A colony can become very large overnight. When a new queen is produced in the colony she leaves the nest and takes a nuptial flight where she is fertilized. The new queen seeks
an area that is generally open and bores into the ground where she starts a new colony. On a recent walk at
South Lakes Park I saw over twenty fire ant mounds.
On the way home from our “Fire Ant Camping Canoe trip our Scouts composed and sang a ditty that had
multiple verses:
Fire Ants, Fire Ants in your pants,
They will make you shout and dance.
Fire Ants, Fire Ants in the grass,
They will sting you on your …….leg.
(Hahahahahahaha)
Etc., etc., etc.
The verses became more ribald as time went on until I had to shut them down.
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Projects In and Around the Community

Betty Mullenweg sent in this photo of Marian
Kester with some of the ‘trash and recyclables’
that they bagged around North Lakes Park in
Denton. The two did multiple shifts during the
extended time period allowed this year under
COVID-19 rules. “ You go, Girls”!

Fall Beauty
Courtesy of Dorothy Thetford

Willow-leaf sunflower
(Helianthus salicifulius)

Tall goldenrod
(Salidago altissima)
Maximilian sunflower
(Helianthus maximiliani)
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Let’s Read
Robert’s Reading is a periodic book review
hosted by Robert McLaughlin class 2017

Book Recommendation (Robert’s Readings)
Our state noted a somber anniversary last month. September 8
marked the 120th anniversary of the hurricane that hit Galveston Island in 1900, taking the lives of more than 6,000 Texans
as it swept across the island and hit the mainland.
The storm is noteworthy for two reasons: it changed the course
of the development of Texas as a state as Galveston was
pushed from its place as the state’s principal port city and
paved the way for Houston to assume that role. It also changed
our perception of hurricanes. Prior to this storm, most attention
was directed to the force of the hurricane winds. After this
storm more attention was directed to what would come to be
known as the storm surge: the wind driven seawater that is
pushed up upon the land. In this storm, Galveston was inundated by a storm surge that was estimated to be as much as 15 feet deep.
In 1900, the US Weather Bureau was a relatively new enterprise, having been created only
thirty years earlier. In this era weather scientists were at a major turning point. They found
themselves at the threshold of weather forecasting. Moving away from merely acting as observers and recorders of weather information (temperature, wind speed, air pressure) to making the giant leap into the realm of scientific weather forecasting. Isaac Monroe Cline was the
twenty-seven-year-old meteorologist recently assigned as head of the Galveston weather station.
Isaac’s Storm by Erik Larson tells the story of this hurricane; of Isaac Cline, the citizens of
Galveston, and the storm that flooded their city.
“Galveston became Atlantis.”
Erik Larson
Isaac’s Storm

Notices
AT Opportunity—From Rita Lokie and AT Committee
Title: I saw a Bird
Coordinator: Audubon
Dates: 08/26, 09/30, 10/28, 11/18
Start/End. 6:00 PM- 7:00 PM
Link to register: https://audubon.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5RgB2_25QYGI1L1_YccZSg?emci=9734
Beginning Tuesday Sep 8, 2020 Trailhead Tuesday hours will move back to the original time of 9am to
Noon. Summer hours are over.
Leonard Chochrek
Trailhead Tuesday team lead
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Lewisville Lake Environmental Learning Area Saturday Workday (VH)
Saturday, October 10, 2020, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon

Saturday, November 21, 2020, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon

Saturday, December 12, 2020, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon

Lewisville Lake Environmental Learning Area

Come out to the Lewisville Lake Environmental Learning Area (LLELA) to work on prairie restoration, wildscape, and facilities projects. Depending on the weather, projects may include nursery
work such as seed harvesting or potting and plant rescue or replanting; maintenance of hiking
trails; or removal of exotic species. Dress for the weather and bring your work gloves, sun and
insect protection, and a bottle of water.

Volunteers meet at the Green House between 8:45 and 9:00 AM. We will wrap up about
noon. Please arrive by 9:00 as we may carpool to other locations on the LLELA property for workday activities.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, LLELA is practicing social distancing, requiring face masks, and
asking all volunteers to check their temperature prior to volunteering and to stay home if unwell.
To volunteer, contact Richard Freiheit richard.freiheit@unt.edu or just show up.
NTMN contact: Laura Kimberly lrkimberly@gmail.com .
Location: Lewisville Lake Environmental Learning Area, 201 E. Jones St., Lewisville 75057. Inform the gate attendant you will be working in the Greenhouse. Just after passing the gate house,
make the right turn into the same parking area for the Blackjack Trail.
Organization web site: https://www.llela.org
Report VH to Lewisville Lake Environmental Learning Area (LLELA): Natural Resources Management
From: Laura Kimberly
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Notices
Beulah Acres workday hours starting on September 23 through the end of December will be:
Wednesdays – 8 am to 12 pm
Daniel Arenas
Global Gardeners Project Manager - with JMG (Junior Master Gardeners), SWAT (Science with
Attitude) and Illuminate Creative Arts

SUGGESTIONS
During this pandemic we all have had to make many adjustments. As a chapter we have gone
from in person Chapter and Committee Meetings to online zoom meetings. There has been good
attendance at Chapter meetings and committee activity continues. Some of our volunteer opportunities have been halted while others have continued with safety provisions while still others
have how adjusted by inventive ways to carry out their purpose. Advanced Training opportunities
have greatly increased.
If you have any suggestions the Board would welcome your input. Whereas we used to receive
suggestions in person at Chapter Meetings, we now have a Suggestion Box on our Website. On
Elm Fork Chapter Master Naturalist website go to Members Area, and click on Members Only.
Scroll down to Suggestions where you can enter your suggestions. We look forward to hearing
from you.
Harriet Powell, Member at Large

Return to Service
Gov. Abbott did recently allow restaurants and other businesses to increase occupancy from 50% to 75%. However, until we hear from Denton County regarding new protocols, we will continue with the protocols in place of no more than 10 people maintaining social distance and wearing masks.
Your health and safety and that of the community is our highest priority. Stay safe and
hopefully, new protocols will be coming soon.
Brenda Wellenreiter
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From: Rita Lokie
YOU TOO CAN ZOOM
The Pandemic has changed many things, including how we meet as a chapter. Since
April our chapter meetings have been on Zoom calls, and recently I became aware
that some of our members have not been joining the meetings due to the lack of familiarity of Zoom technology. So, I decided I would attempt to teach and encourage all of
you to Zoom. Please be advised I am not a “Techie”, but I refuse to be left behind. And I want you to come
with me.
First of all, you don’t need wings or a booster pack to Zoom, all you really need is a phone, even if it’s a
black land line phone! You may not see the colored slides, but you can join by phone and listen to the
meeting and presentation and usually get at least one hour of AT!
The chapter does require that you sign up for each Zoom Chapter Meeting by clicking on a link to register.
The registration link is found in Plan Your Week or the monthly Newsletter. The reason we require registration is to prevent unauthorized users from joining our meetings and Zoom bombing by interrupting or
posting unauthorized pictures on our screens. So, the first step is to click on the registration link and fill in
the data requirements, which is usually your name and email address. You will receive an email back with
your individual URL (Uniform Resource Locator) or link to click on to join the meeting on your computer,
iPad, or iPhone. Now, (this is very important) it will also provide you with a 10-digit telephone number so
you can simply dial up to listen to the meeting if you don’t want to try it on your other devices.
Now isn’t that simple? If you do log on from your computer, you will be asked a few questions such as do
you want to share video and audio. On our chapter meetings it is not necessary, but you can. The host,
Mike Hatch, usually mutes all the attendees and only has the speaker on video and audio. You are asked to
communicate your attendance by signing in to “Chat” and typing your name or questions. You can see who
has signed in by clicking on Gallery View at the top (a visual display) or Participants at the bottom (a Listing). You just will need to explore the various options listed on the top or bottom of your screen. Mike usually begins the call at 9:15 AM to test the speakers slides and audio.
If you haven’t joined a meeting on Zoom, I encourage you to try it Thursday September 19 for our next
chapter meeting. You will not break anything or take down the internet so come on and ZOOM with us!

Two additional chapter members are needed to serve on the 2021 Outreach Committee. What
will the Outreach Committee be doing? Outreach will be coordinating opportunities to set up
a booth at local events around the chapter's three-county area (Denton, Cooke and Wise
counties). Volunteers on the committee will be researching event and other outreach opportunities, planning booth and other outreach support needs, and coordinating volunteers to
help with these opportunities.
Anyone interested should contact Fran Witte, Outreach Committee
at recycling_emma@yahoo.com or call 972-697-5107.

13

Volume 21 Issue 10

Field Notes in Focus

Pond at Sanford-Good Samaritan Village
From the gallery of—wanda odum

If you would like to contribute photos of flora and fauna
for this section please send to:

newsletter@efctmn.org
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Contributors to this Naturalist News

Mary Morrow class 2014

wanda odum
editor, class 2005

Jonathan Reynolds class 2014

Judi Elliott class 2009

Rita Lokie class 2013

Bob James class 2003

Dorothy Thetford class 2001
Robert McLaughlin 2017

Fran Witte class 2017

Betty Mullenweg class 2001
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Almost the Last Word

The word "nature" comes from the Latin word, "natura", meaning birth
or character (see nature (innate)). In English, its first recorded use (in
the sense of the entirety of the phenomena of the world) was in 1266.
"Natura" and the personification of Mother Nature were widely popular
in the Middle Ages. As a concept, seated between the properly divine
and the human, it can be traced to Ancient Greece.
Wikipedia

Have a Last Word? Send to:

newsletter@efctmn.org
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Our mission . . .”to develop a corps of well-informed volunTexas A&M AgriLIFE Extension Service

teers who provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and
natural areas within our community”
Our vision . . .”in our community, Elm Fork Chapter of

the Texas Master Naturalist program will be recognized
as a primary source of information, education and
service to support natural resources and natural areas
today and in the future.”

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD:
PRESIDENT—Brenda Wellenreiter
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT—Adelaide Bodner

Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension
Joseph A. Carroll Building
401 W. Hickory Street
Denton, TX 76201
940-349-2883

VICE-PRESIDENT/PROJECTS—Jody Springer
SECRETARY—Kathryn Wells
TREASURER—Jerry Betty
MEMBER-at-LARGE—Harriet Powell
CLASS 2019 REPRESENTATIVE— David Jones
ADVISORS:
Janet Laminack, Extension Agent
TPWD—Daniel Rios

We’re on the Web
www.txmn.org/elmfork

Regular Monthly Chapter Meetings
9:30 a.m. preceded by a social time at
9:00 a.m. on the third Thursday of
each month. Chapter meetings are
open to the public. Next meeting:
No October meeting

Board Meetings
The Board meets each second Thursday of
the month at 9:30 a.m. The Board last met
October 8, 2020 Next monthly Board
meeting November 12, 2020.
Monthly Board meetings are open to
members.

Educational programs of
the Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service are
open to all people without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, national
origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status. The Texas A&M
University System, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, and the County
Commissioners Courts of
Texas Cooperating.

Pen—w odum

Virtual meeting on November 19, 2020

