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What’s Next
From Rita Lokie

September Monthly Meeting Speaker—Zoom presentation
The Chapter presentation on September 17 will be "Your Ash is on the Line" presented by
Michele Rawleigh. Michele is an excellent example of one of our "master volunteers" who has
provided Denton County residents educational services by training the residents on ash tree
identification and focusing on the invasive emerald
ash borer distribution identification, infestation symptoms and treatments.
Michele is originally from the Mid-Atlantic area and
was relocated to North Central Texas 20 years ago.
In 2018 she retired after 30 years in environmental
management. She is a Denton County Master Gardener, a certified Citizen
Forester and
an Elm Fork
Master NatuEmerald ash borer
ralist. Her
interest in the emerald ash borer began in 2019 after
volunteering as a Citizen Forester when she assisted in
assessing the Fort Worth city owned ash trees for infestation in the 2018 outbreak.

Register in advance for this meeting:
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0qcOuopjwuG
91ooYZj_1YRP6fYTIV270kO
After registering, you will receive a confirmation
email containing information about joining the
meeting.

“There is a pleasure in the pathless woods,
There is a rapture on the lonely shore,
There is society, where none intrudes,
By the deep sea, and music in its roar:
I love not man the less, but Nature more”
― Lord Byron

Photos from Bing.com
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Projects in and Around the Community
From Karen Mangum

Join! Cornell Lab of Ornithology Project Feeder Watch 2020-2021
Starts Soon!
clipart
This year the Cornell Lab 2020-2021 Project FeederWatch season
begins on Saturday, November 14, 2020. Join now for the 2020–
21 FeederWatch season! In October Cornell Lab will start shipping instructional kits to new participants. This year Cornell Lab
will send a calendar to new and renewing participants unless you
opt out of receiving the calendar. New participants will be able to
log into online data entry and set up their count site on November
1, 2020. The project always starts on the second Saturday of November and runs for 21 weeks.
Participation in this project is approved for service hours by our
Chapter. Project Number P-080214.
All you need to do to participate is:
SIGN UP ONLINE at https://feederwatch.org for
new participants or to renew. Renewing?
Please have your FeederWatch I.D. number handy,
you use the same number each year.
-ORCALL 1- (800) 843-BIRD (2473) to join by phone. They do accept credit cards.
-ORPRINT and MAIL the form on the website to pay by check.
There is a participation fee of $18 for non-members ($15 if you are a Cornell Lab member) you pay at
the time you join Cornell Lab Project Feeder Watch.
New participants are sent a Research Kit with complete instructions for participating, as well as a bird identification poster, calendar, and more. You provide the feeder(s) and seed. Then each fall participants receive a
year-end report, Winter Bird Highlights. Participants also receive access to the digital version of Living Bird,
the Cornell Lab’s award-winning, quarterly magazine.
You can do all data entry paperless, but the starter kit is very helpful. Paper forms are also available on the
website at https://feederwatch.org
When you register, you can choose to enter your hours and observations by paper or go paperless online with
Cornell Lab. You will receive a Project Feeder Watch number that you will use to set up your location and
submit data. If you participated last year, you use the same Project Feeder Watch number to register and enter
data this year. If your feeder locations have changed be sure to update your count location(s). You will also
need to keep track of your count & data logging time separately and submit it for your service hours on this
project on VMS.
This is a great project for anyone interested in birds. Lots of links and helpful information online.
If you have temporary health or mobility issues, this is a great project to participate in to get your service hours
and retain active member status.
Feeder Watch Project Number P-080214
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Projects in and Around the Community
REMEMBER, PROJECT FEEDER WATCH BEGINS IN NOVEMBER, SO THE TIME TO SIGN UP IS
NOW!
Join Project FeederWatch
Be sure to enter your feeder site(s) on Project FeederWatch
Put up your feeders
Count the birds that visit
Send the data to the Cornell scientists
Earn & record service hours!
QUESTIONS? Visit http://feederwatch.org or contact me for additional information.
Already renewed? Thank You!
You can contact me by email at kmangum13@verizon.net Look forward to hearing from you soon!
Karen Mangum, Project Manager, EFCMN Cornell Lab Project Feeder Watch Project Number P-080214

Monthly Special Meet a Master
MEET A MASTER: SHARON BETTY
by Sue Yost; class of 2017
Where are you from? Nashville, TN
Marital status? Married to EFMN Jerry Betty
Kids, Grand kids: 3 kids 2 grandkids
Pets: 4 dogs
Work history: Denton ISD School teacher and retired 2 years ago
Schooling: MTSU & TWU
How long a MN? 2 years What class year? Class of 2018
Favorite pastime: I like seeing and quilting
Favorite food: pintos, slaw, and cornbread with sliced tomatoes
Favorite place to visit: Galveston
Favorite animal: Domestic fav is dogs, wild fav is a tie; wolves &
bats
Favorite MN volunteer opportunity: I enjoy DISD School Days at Clear Creek
Share a funny story or anecdote about being a MN. As Elementary Science Coordinator for
Denton ISD, I helped establish DISD School Days at Clear Creek and SWAt. I believed in them 14 years ago and still do!
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Monthly Special—Citizen Science Corner

by Jim Gerber
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Features
I WOULD RATHER BE FISHING
by

M

Bob James

y Dad loved to fish and he took me fishing with him when I was just a kid. As a result I learned to fish
and learned to love fishing. We would pack up our gear and head out to Eagle Mountain Lake Northwest of Fort Worth. As a purist my Dad always used cane poles with corks, lines and leaders. Using minnows
we caught Crappie (Pomoxis annularis) which were delicious to eat. My mother would fry them battered until
perfectly cooked and served them with coleslaw, French fries and iced tea. It was always a wonderful dinner
and having the satisfaction of eating something you have caught.
When I was a teenager a friend of my Dad’s came into Fort Worth and invited our family out to dinner. My
Dad told him I loved to fish and he asked me if I had ever been fly fishing. I started to tell him that down here
we really didn’t have to fish for flies as they just came naturally. However, my Dad asked him to explain fly
fishing before I could reply. After his talk I really got interested and the next day my Dad took me into town to
A.J. Anderson Sporting Goods and bought me a rather cheap metal extension rod, a cheap reel, some level fly
line and leader material. He told me I would have to make my own flies. That night I took some feathers from
my mother’s pillow, some dental floss, nail polish and hooks and made up what I thought looked good. The
following weekend my Dad and I went out to a private lake south of town. He put out his cane poles and settled
into his lawn chair to watch corks. I took my fly rod, flies and stringer and went around to the south side of the
lake. After my third or fourth cast I caught a 2 ½ pound Largemouth ‘Black’ Bass (Micropterus salmoides).
After fishing for a couple of hours I had a stringer full of fish. I grabbed the stringer and walked back to the
upper end of the lake where my Dad was still watching corks. When he saw my stringer he was shocked. He
said, “Dadgum, Bobby you really got into them! Let me see that stringer.” The following Monday he took me
back to A.J. Anderson and bought me a 9 foot split bamboo fly rod, a beautiful reel, double tapered fly line,
leader, tippet material and a box full of flies. I still have the fly rod.
I have fished the Trinity River all the way from Forrest Park to the Benbrook Lake spillway. I found out that
the Black Bass was really just a large sunfish. This is the fish that is so popular in fishing tournaments throughout the south. At one time the Trinity was filled with them. During a tournament I saw some Florida Largemouth Bass that were over 24 pounds. Their mouths were so large I could put both of my fists into their mouths
with room to spare. They are voracious creatures and will attack and eat almost anything in the water.
In my later teens my good friend Kenny asked me to go fishing with him when we went to Stephenville,
Texas. We decided we were going to fish for catfish and sunfish at night on the Bosque River about a fourth of
a mile south of his Uncles’ farm. Preparing to leave for the river, Kenny’s cousin, decided he wanted to go with
us. I don’t remember his cousin’s name but everyone called him Possum. Since we were going at night and we
were in rather rough clothes Possum proceeded to put on an old pair of bib overalls from Montgomery Wards.
These things had seen better days; they were worn ragged and were the type that had a flap in the rear held up
by snaps. This was to allow a person to keep the overalls on but allowing them to lower the flap when using the
bathroom. They don’t make this particular style anymore. Possum’s overall flap had a bad snap on the right
side and as a result the flap hung down – it was rather revealing. I asked him about it and he said, “Bob, that’s
my air conditioner, it keeps my bottom cool.” I decided I would walk ahead of him and the dog going to the
river.
We got set-up down by a large deep pool on the river, put the lantern out on a long pole to draw insects,
baited up and sat back to enjoy the evening. The dog settled down next to Kenny and pestered him for some of
the bait. Shortly, Possum got a bite; the fish stole his minnow. So he brought his line in, got up and walked
over to the minnow bucket. Possum crouched down on his knees and bent over to catch a minnow in the bucket. Then the dog got up, walked over and stuck his nose into the open flap. Well, Possum lept like a large toad
right into the river. At the huge splash Kenny and I both jumped up and rushed over just as Possum’s head
came up out of the water. He still had a sopping wet cigarette in his mouth and his hat was floating off down
the river. He grabbed his hat, spit the cigarette out, blew water out of his nose and exclaimed, “I’m gonna kill
that damn dog!” By the time Possum had gotten out of the river the dog was half the way back to the house.
Kenny and I were both laughing our heads off. I was told later the dog stayed under the porch for three days.
This ended our fishing trip to the Bosque River.
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Fishing is not only exciting but it is also relaxing and gets you out into nature. When it comes to fly fishing,
it is an art form. This was recognized many years ago and is discussed in one of the great classics The Complete Angler by Izaak Walton. This book has been available since 1653. Watching someone casting a fly on a
beautiful Montana River with the long rod coursing through the air and the line carrying the delicate fly out
over the water and into a deep pool is mesmerizing. A great fly fishing movie appeared in 1992. It was based
on Norman Maclean’s novella “A River Runs Through It”. The film and the story are noted for using detailed
descriptions of fishing, nature and the Montana landscape to engage with a number of profound metaphysical
questions. The movie shows one of the sons in the story making a beautiful roll cast with his fly rod. I remember well how proud I was the first time I made a successful ‘roll cast’ with my mine. Catching a fish is really
frosting on the cake.
We are fortunate to have a wonderful fly fishing instructor in the Elm fork Chapter. Richard Johnson teaches fly fishing and his classes are terrific. They are not only fun but you will learn a new art form. The first time
you catch a fish on a fly rod will excite you and, in turn, you will be hooked.
Night Water
Floating atop the surface of the lake,
the Moon’s silver coins slip
through his fishing net.
—Dave Read

Photo courtesy Dorothy Thetford—
Tropical sage (Salvia coccinea)
Photo courtesy Dorothy Thetford
Turk’s-cap (Malvaviscus arborecus
var. drummondi)
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By Rita Lokie

T

YOU TOO CAN ZOOM

he Pandemic has changed many things, including how we
meet as a chapter. Since April our chapter meetings have
been on Zoom calls, and recently I became aware that some of our
members have not been joining the meetings due to the lack of familiarity of Zoom technology. So, I decided I would attempt to
teach and encourage all of you to Zoom. Please be advised I am not
a “Techie”, but I refuse to be left behind. And I want you to come
with me.
First of all, you don’t need wings or a booster pack to Zoom, all
you really need is a phone, even if it’s a black land line phone! You may not see the colored slides, but you can join by phone and listen to the meeting and presentation and
usually get at least one hour of AT!
The chapter does require that you sign up for each Zoom
Chapter Meeting by clicking on a link to register. The
registration link is found in Plan Your Week or the
monthly Newsletter. The reason we require registration
is to prevent unauthorized users from joining our meetings and Zoom bombing by interrupting or posting unauthorized pictures on our screens. So, the first step is to
click on the registration link and fill in the data requirements, which is usually your name and email address.
You will receive an email back with your individual
URL (Uniform Resource Locator) or link to click on to join the meeting on your computer, iPad, or iPhone. Now, (this is very important) it will also provide you with a 10digit telephone number so you can simply dial up to listen to the meeting if you don’t
want to try it on your other devices.
Now isn’t that simple? If you do log on from your computer, you will be asked a few
questions such as do you want to share video and audio. On our chapter meetings it is
not necessary, but you can. The host, Mike Hatch, usually mutes all the attendees and
only has the speaker on video and audio. You are asked to communicate your attendance
by signing in to “Chat” and typing your name or questions. You can see who has signed
in by clicking on Gallery View at the top (a visual display) or Participants at the bottom
(a Listing). You just will need to explore the various options listed on the top or bottom
of your screen. Mike usually begins the call at 9:15 AM to test the speakers slides and
audio.
If you haven’t joined a meeting on Zoom, I encourage you to try it Thursday September
19 for our next chapter meeting. You will not break anything or take down the internet
so come on and ZOOM with us!
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Let’s Read
Robert’s Reading is a periodic book review
hosted by Robert McLaughlin class 2017

Book Recommendation (Robert’s Readings)
This is a book where a single copy is just not enough.
One copy stays on my bookshelf, the other one lives in my backpack so that
I am assured of not forgetting to pack it on the next trip. Some books just
need to be read out on the trail.
Desert Solitaire: A Season in the Wilderness is just such a book. Written
by Edward Abbey in 1967, it describes a time (and place) some ten years
earlier when the author took a seasonal ranger’s (first week of April through
the last week of September) position at what was then known as Arches National Monument near Moab, Utah. Arches was so remote and so seldom
visited back then that a single ranger managed all of the park’s summer visitors. Abbey would spend a total of three seasons at Arches. The Park Service
provided a small housetrailer near Balanced Rock. Abbey lived there alone; keeping daily journals which
gave rise to this book.
The book is an assemblage of short essays describing his experiences of those summers at Arches; excellent
descriptions of the inspiring landscape, as well as polemics concerning the preservation of America’s wild
places.
Desert Solitaire appears on several “greatest books” lists and is probably Abbey’s best-known work, making him the unofficial spokesman for the canyon country. Still read more than fifty years after its publication; this book continues to strike a chord with people who seek a connection with the natural world. As the
National Park Service website notes “This author gave a voice to the desert, though not all agree with what
he said.”
So, find yourself a solid ledge of sandstone to sit down on or maybe a good tree trunk to lean back against
and see if Abbey’s words resonate with you.
“This is the most beautiful place on earth.
There are many such places. Every man, every woman, carries in heart and mind the image
of the ideal place, the right place, the one true home, known or unknown, actual or visionary.”
Edward Abbey
Desert Solitaire
Page 1

Notices
AT Opportunity—From Rita Lokie and AT Committee
Title: I saw a Bird
Coordinator: Audubon
Dates: 08/26, 09/30, 10/28, 11/18
Start/End. 6:00 PM- 7:00 PM
Link to register: https://audubon.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5RgB2_25QYGI1L1_YccZSg?emci=9734
Beginning Tuesday Sep 8, 2020 Trailhead Tuesday hours will move back to the original time of 9am to
Noon. Summer hours are over.
Leonard Chochrek
Trailhead Tuesday team lead
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Notices
Title: TXDOT Archeology:Roadside Chat
Date: September 24, 2020
Coordinator: Mikayla Brown-C, MBROWN-C@txdot.gov
Time: 10 AM CST till11:30 AM CST
Link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BQQ36TH

APPROVED AS AT

NOT APPROVED AS AT

Register Your Team before September 14!SISIGN UP
NOW!

How It Works
How to participate: easy step-by-step process on how to register.
Online registration: sign-up and access all materials quickly and easily. Reminder: Big Sit!
teams can have one or more people
Tournament date flexibility: Choose your participation day(s) on the fly! Plan your dates
based on weather, personal schedules, etc.
Tournament categories: New "Dispersed Flock" and "Intact Flock" categories give options
during the pandemic, so explore the different categories to see which is a fit for you. Something for everyone, regardless of birdwatching experience, age, ability, or location.
Facebook: Stay in touch in real time by checking us out on Facebook. We'd love to see photos from teams of virtual meet-ups to compile lists, Zoom screens of your teammates, photos
from the field, and more. Share your pics by email and we'll post them!
Remember - it's for the birds! Registration fees and sponsorship dollars go toward Conservation Grants for birding, nature tourism, and habitat restoration and enhancement projects throughout the state, and select winning teams will help choose which projects
are funded. The more teams that register, the more funds raised and awarded through
grants!

From Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Weekly Digest Bulletin
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Field Notes in Focus

American beautyberry (Callicarpa Americana)
From the gallery of—Dorothy Thetford

If you would like to contribute photos of flora and fauna
for this section please send to:

newsletter@efctmn.org
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Very Berry Photo Gallery
Ripe, bright and waiting for the wildlife—all photos courtesy Dorothy Thetford

Soapberry (Sapindus saponaria L. var.
drummundii)

Snailseed (Cocculus Carolinas)

Honeysuckle (Lonicera albiflora)
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Contributors to this Naturalist News
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Almost the Last Word
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All photos are clipart

Something to ponder

A group of owls is called a parliament.
The smell of a skunk can be detected by a human a mile away.
A woodpecker can peck 20 times per
second.
The great horned owl has no sense of smell.
A garden caterpillar has 248 muscles in its head.
If you cut off a snail’s eye, it will grow a new
one.
A group of butterflies is known as a flutter.
The swan has over 25,000 feathers in its body.
Turkeys have a poor sense of smell, but excellent sense of
taste.

https://www.thefactsite.com/300random-animal-facts/2/

Want to be a Naturalist News contributor?
Send to:
newsletter@efctmn.org
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Our mission . . .”to develop a corps of well-informed volunTexas A&M AgriLIFE Extension Service

teers who provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and
natural areas within our community”
Our vision . . .”in our community, Elm Fork Chapter of

the Texas Master Naturalist program will be recognized
as a primary source of information, education and
service to support natural resources and natural areas
today and in the future.”

Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension
Joseph A. Carroll Building
401 W. Hickory Street
Denton, TX 76201
940-349-2883

We’re on the Web
www.txmn.org/elmfork

“Nature's first green is gold,
Her hardest hue to hold.
Her early leaf's a flower;
But only so an hour.
Then leaf subsides to leaf.
So Eden sank to grief,
So dawn goes down to day.
Nothing gold can stay.”
― Robert Frost
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TPWD—unfilled at this time
Regular Monthly Chapter Meetings
9:30 a.m. preceded by a social time at 9:00 a.m. on
the third Thursday of each month. Chapter meetings
are open to the public. Next meeting:
Virtual meeting on September 17, 2020

be "Your Ash is on the Line" presented by
Michele Rawleigh

Board Meetings
The Board meets each second Thursday of
the month at 9:30 a.m. The Board last met
September 10, 2020 Next monthly Board
meeting October 8, 2020.
Monthly Board meetings are open to
members.

